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Bloomfield,  Joseph    (Governor),   Extracts    from  Journal   of,  on    Expe- 
dition to  Canada;  also  orders  (1776),  1847,  1-2:113.  152  et  seq. 
Letter  from,  as  to  death  of  Judge  John  Bryan  (1803),  1853.  1-6:179 
Notices  of  books  belonging  to,  paper  by  William  Nelson,  1886,  II- 

9:12 
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CORTLANDT  PARKER,  1818-19071 

BY   EDWARD   M.    COLIE,    NEWARK,    N.   J. 

The  lives  of  our  fellow-pilgrims  through  this  mysterious 
world  interest  us,  even  though  they  are  not  conspicuous  by 
achievement.  But,  when  a  gifted  man  has  lived  a  long  life, 
devoted  to  high  ideals,  in  a  community,  and  has  taken  a  prom- 
inent part  in  events  that  have  made  history,  we  are  compelled 
to  a  deeper  interest  in  his  character  and  career,  his  heritage  of 
blood,  his  training  in  youth  and  early  manhood,  and  we  make 
record  of  his  worth  and  work,  not  only  because  of  our  pride  in 
our  fellows  who  achieve  just  distinction,  but  also  as  an  encour- 
agement and  inspiration  to  those  who  now  bear  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day,  and  as  a  source  of  emulation  to  the  gener- 
ations who  can  know  the  man  only  by  the  recoid. 

Cortlandt  Parker  was  born  in  Perth  Amboy  on  June  27th, 
1818.  The  town  then  no  longer  dreamed  that  it  was  to  com- 
pete with  New  York  as  a  great  seaport,  but  there  still  lingered 
the  traditions  of  its  past  importance  as  the  capitol  of  East  Jer- 
sey in  the  Colonial  times,  of  the  gay  days  when  the  barracks 
were-  nlled  with  the  British  soldiers  stationed  in  the  Province, 
and  of  the  brilliant  entertainments  at  the  Governor's  house. 
In  this  quaint  old  town  the  Parker  family  had  lived  for  several 
generations  and  was  one  of  its  most  influential  and  distinguish- 
ed families. 

The  old  and  historic  house,  known  as  the  "Castle"— a  land- 
mark of  the  place— was  built  by  John  Parker,  the  great-grand- 
father  of   Cortlandt,  and   was   his  home  and   that   of   his   SOU 
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James,  by"  whom  it  was  enlarged ;  and,  near  at  hand,  their 
garden  plots  adjoining,  was  the  home  of  his  father,  where 
Cortlandt  was  born.  The  boy  was  brought  up  in  an  atmos- 
phere charged  with  pride,  because  of  the  conspicuous  part  the 
little  town  had  played  in  the  history  of  the  Colony  and  the 
State;  and  he  imbibed  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  State  and  the 
place  of  his  birth  that  was  one  of  his  distinguishing  traits. 
It  was  his  delight  to  find  his  rest  in  the  old  town  and  spend 
his  summer  holidays  with  his  family  in  the  "Castle,"  the  home 
of  his  grandfather,  which  he  had  acquired. 

The  Parker  family,  in  this  country,  trace  their  lineage  to 
Elisha  Parker,  who  married  a  sister  of  Governor  Hinckley, 
and,  about  1666,  emigrated  from  Massachusetts  with  his  fam- 
ily, and  settled,  first,  in  Staten  Island,  and  then  at  Woodbridge, 
and  later  at  Perth  Amboy.  Their  second  son,  also  named 
Elisha,  born  in  Massachusetts,  attained  prominence  in  the  Col- 
ony as  Captain  in  the  Provincial  forces  in  the  French  and 
Indian  War;  was  High  Sheriff  of  Middlesex  County;  a  mem- 
ber of  Governor  Hunter's  Council ;  and  a  Representative  of  the 
County  in  the  Assembly. 

John,  his  son,  was  a  successful  merchant  in  New  York, 
but  found  time  for  conspicuous  public  service  as  Captain  in  the 
militia  for  many  years ;  as  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  Regulate  the  Courts  of  Judicature  of  the  Colony ;  as  a 
member  of  Governor  Burnet's  Council,  and  as  Mayor  of  Perth 
Amboy.  His  wife  was  Janet  Johnstone,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Johnstone,  a  Mayor  of  New  York  and  of  Scotch  birth.  Their 
third  son  was  James,  who  was  a  Captain  in  one  01  New  Jer- 
sey's six  companies  on  the  Canadian  frontier  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1746;  he  served  as  Surveyor-General  and  Register 
of  the  Board  of  Proprietors  and  as  a  member  of  Governor 
Franklin's  Council.  Withal,  he,  like  his  father,  was  a  sikvc-s- 
ful  merchant  in  New  York,  and  at  his  death  was  possessed  of 
large  and  widespread  landed  interests  in  Fast  Jersey. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  came  a  temporary 
breach  in  the  continuity  of  the  Perth  Amboy  home.  James 
Parker  was  a  Loyalist,  and  out  of  sympathy  with  the  Revolu- 
tionary cause.    Appointed  as  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
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gress  in  1775,  he  ignored  the  appointment,  and  the  threatened 
war  led  him  to  take  his  family  to  Bethlehem  Township,  in 
Hunterdon  County.  For  a  short  time,  in  1776-1777,  he  was 
detained  as  a  political  prisoner,  by  way  of  reprisal,  at  Morris- 
town,  but  he  seems  to  have  been  paroled,  and,  after  the  war, 
returned  to  the  "Castle"  at  Perth  Amboy,  with  his  family. 
Such  was  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held  that,  notwithstand- 
ing his  connection  with  the  Loyalists,  later  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Perth  Amboy,  and  was  urged  to  become  a  candidate 
for  the  first  Congress  under  the  Constitution. 

While  the  family  resided  in  Bethlehem  Township,  in  1776, 
James  Parker,  the  eighth  child  of  the  family,  and  the  father  of 
Cortlandt,  was  born.  His  mother  was  Gertrude,  daughter  of 
Reverend  William  Skinner,  the  Rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church — 
a  Scotch  MacGregor — who  married  a  daughter  of  Stephenus 
Van  Cortlandt  of  New  York.  Thus  the  Parker  family  re- 
ceived an  infusion  of  Dutch  blood  into  the  predominant  Eng- 
lish, modified  by  the  Scotch.  The  two  families  held  such  a 
prominent  place  in  the  community  that  the  historian  of  a  per- 
iod a  little  later,  speaking  of  Perth  Amboy  Society,  says:  "Here 
were  the  old  'Saint  Peter's  set,'  led  by  the  Parkers  and  Skin- 
ners and  others  equally  prominent — names  that  were  social 
passports." 

James  Parker,  the  son,  was  graduated  from  Columbia  Col- 
lege in  1793.  The  death  of  his  father  brought  to  him  the  care 
of  extensive  and  scattered  landed  estates  and  diverted  him 
permanently  from  the  commercial  career  that  he  was  expected 
to  follow.  In  those  stirring  and  formative  times  he  could 
not  escape  the  responsibilities  of  political  office.  In  1800  he 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly  for  Middlesex  County  ;  he  served 
from  1806  to  1814,  and,  after  an  interim  of  a  year,  fiom  1815 
to  1819,  and,  again,  in  the  Session  of  i82;-'8.  He  did  notable 
work  in  framing  and  advocating  legislation  that  was  to  place 
the  State  high  among  her  sister  Commonwealths,  among  the 
most  important  of  which  was  the  law  establishing  the  School 
Fund.  So  that  it  has  been  said  of  him.  "that  when  the  history 
of  the  great  movement  on  behalf  of  popular  education  in  our 
State  comes  to  be  written,  the  first,  and  the  highest  place  in  it. 
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will  be~assigned  to  James  Parker."  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention  that  framed  the  Constitution  of  1844  and  the  au- 
thor of  the  Bill  of  Rights  contained  therein,  which  was  re- 
ported by  a  Committee  of  which  he  was  the  Chairman.  He 
served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1832  and  in  1834, 
was  conspicuous  for  his  sound  sense,  breadth  of  view  and  can- 
dor, and  was  a  staunch  and  persistent  supporter  of  the  Right 
of  Petition.  He  was  known  as  "Honest  James  Parker,"  and 
"Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  upon  the  floor  of  Congress,  pro- 
nounced him  to  be  'the  honestest  man  he  ever  knew  there.'  " 
He  was  originally  a  Federalist,  but  supported  Jackson,  arid  lat- 
er became  a  Whig.  His  house  was  the  resort  of  the  distin- 
guished men  of  the  State,  where  the  important  questions  of  the 
day  were  freely  discussed  with  those  who  enjoyed  his  open 
and  ample  hospitality.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  Princeton  College 
and  Rutgers  College,  and  from  early  manhood  a  warden  of  St. 
Peter's  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Society, 
and  its  first  Vice-President,  and,  later,  its  President.  His  worth 
and  work  have  a  fitting  memorial  in  the  address  delivered  be- 
fore this  Society  and  printed  in  its  Volume  for  1869. 

It  was  of  such  ancestry  Cortlandt  Parker  came,  and  it  was 
under  the  influence  of  such  a  home  and  under  the  guidance  of 
such  a  father  that  he  grew  to  manhood.  Pie  was  the  sixth  child 
and  the  youngest  son.  His  mother,  Penelope  Butler,  daughter 
of  a  Philadelphia  merchant,  died  when  Cortlandt  was  live  years 
old,  and  he  was  brought  up  by  his  step-mother,  Catharine  Mor- 
ris Ogden,  whose  devotion  and  affection  it  was  ever  his  deli 
to  recall.  Healthy  in  body  and  mind,  he  was  an  out-of-doors 
boy,  as  he  was  ever  an  out-of-doors  man.  Perth  Amboy,  then 
and  later,  was  a  paradise  for  boys.  A  delightful  picture  of  the 
quaint  old  town,  written  by  Mr.  Parker's  daughter,  Mrs.  Beck- 
man,  and  telling  of  her  childhood  days  spent  there,  and  its 
legends  and  landmarks,  is  to  be  found  in  the  "Proceedings"  of 
this  Society  for  January,  1918.  Fishing,  sailing,  rowing,  shoot- 
ing and  riding  were  his  recreations.  II is  father  had  Large  and 
advanced  views  of  the  expansion  of  the  country  through  the 
building  and  development  of  canals  and  railroads,  and  consid- 
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ered  the  work  of  the  engineer  the  promising  field  for  a  young 
man,  and  had  selected  this  career  for  his  son. 

Cortlandt  received  his  early  education  at  a  Military  School 
in  Perth  Amboy,  and  his  father  assumed  that  he  would  follow 
engineering,  which,  in  that  day,  did  not  involve  a  college  edu- 
cation. It  happened,  however,  that  a  cousin,  who  was  to  te 
educated  for  the  Church,  was  preparing  for  College,  under  the 
care  of  a  tutor,  and  young  Parker  managed,  secretly,  to  share 
in  his  studies,  and,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  father,  pre- 
sented himself  for  examination  for  the  Freshman  Class  at 
Rutgers  at  the  time  his  cousin  went  up,  and  both  boys  passed. 
His  father  was  astonished  at  what  he  had  done,  but  recognized 
the  wisdom  of  permitting  a  boy,  who  had  shown  such  persis- 
tence and  independence,  to  follow  his  bent.  He  entered  the 
class  of  1836  and  there  was  associated  with  men  who  after- 
wards won  high  distinction  in  public  life.  Frederick  T.  Fre- 
linghuysen,  United  States  Senator,  afterwards  Secretary  of 
State  under  President  Arthur,  entered  the  class  in  the  Soph- 
omore year ;  he  was  one  year  older  than  his  classmate  Parker. 
Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  was  five  years  older.  He  entered  the  class  of  1S36,  in 
its  Junior  year,  directly  from  the  Freshman  Clasi,.  Parker  led 
the  Class,  and  was  its  valedictorian,  but  he  always  insisted 
that  Bradley's  intellectual  power  was  such  that  the  first  place 
would  have  been  his,  had  it  not  been  necessary  for  him  to  .-up- 
port  himself  by  teaching  during  a  part  of  his  college  course. 
In  an  address  delivered  before  his  Alma  Mater,  years  after 
graduation,  Mr.  Parker  had  the  pleasure  of  paying  his  tribute 
to  his  fellow-classmates,  especially  Bradley,  Frelinglur. 
Newell,  all  of  whom  attained  high  civic  distinction,  it  was 
no  stinted  word  of  praise,  and  it  revealed  the  generous  heart, 
ripened  by  years,  and  keen  in  its  appreciation  of  the  worth  and 
achievements  of  his  fellows. 

Upon  graduation  the  trio,  first  Parker  and  Frelinghuvscn, 
and  later  Bradley,  came  to  Newark  to  study  law.     Parker  and 
JFrelinghuysen  began  their  student  life  in  the  office  oi    1 
dore  Frelinghuysen,  uncle,  and  father  by  adoption,  of    Fred- 
erick T.  Frelinghuysen,  and  then  holding  a  position  in  the  pro- 
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fession  second  to  no  one  in  the  State.     He  retired  from  fn  - 
tice  about  two  years  later  to  become  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of   New  York.     Nearly  fifty  years  after  Mr.   Pai 
thus  pictures  his  preceptor:    "I  almost  distrust  my  opinion  <  I 
this  distinguished  man,  knowing  how  warm  was  my  per- 
attachment  to  him.    And  yet  I  am  free  to  say  that,  anion 
the  advocates  I  have  known,  none  has  ever  seemed  to  m 
display  more  tact,  judgment  and  power  than  Mr.  Frelinghuv- 
sen.     And  the  weight  of  his  character  was  such  that  he 
almost  omnipotent  with  juries."     After  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Frelinghuysen,  the  young  law-student  finished  his  course  in 
the  office  of  Amzi  Armstrong,  also  a  distinguished  membei 
the  Essex  Bar. 

Such  were  the  men  under  whom  he  studied  for  his  attor- 
ney's license.  He  was  admitted,  with  Bradley  and  Frelinghuy- 
sen, at  the  September  Term,  1839.  He  was  then  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  was  admitted  as  counsellor  at  the  September 
Term,  1842. 

The  Essex  Bar,  to  which  he  came  with  his  two  friends,  was 
the  strongest  in  the  State.  Speaking  of  it  nearly  forty  years 
later  to  the  members  of  that  Bar,  he  said  :  "The  Bar  at  that 
early  day  seemed  to  me,  if  they  really  were  not,  giants''; 
of  himself,  he  said,  "I  came  to  the  Bar,  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  note,  at  a  very  early  age ;  too  early,  indeed,  by  some 
years." 

Newark,  in  1836,  had  become  an  incorporated  City,  but 
thriving  community  had  suffered  grievously  from  a  great  fire. 
to  which  were  added  the  effects  of  the  panic  of  1837, 

Young  Parker's  family  were  not  intimately  associated  with 
the  county,  and  many  of  his  rivals  had  the  great  advantage  oi 
well-established  social  connections  in  the  community.  Some  Of 
us  know  from  his  lips  the  tale  of  the  discouragements  and 
struggles  of  those  early  days;  told  that  they  might  give  en- 
couragement to  US  in  times  of  our  depression  and  doubt.  IK" 
found  his  help  during  the  dull  hours  o\  expectant  waiting  tor 
clients,  in  constant  study  of  the  law.  1  low  laboriously  lie  stud- 
ied and  to  what  discipline  he  subjected  himself  we  know  from 
his  letter  to  one  of  his  sons— a  studcnt-at-la  v--on  the  OCC 
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of  presenting  to  him  a  copy  of  Blackstone,  in  which  letter  he 
wrote : 

"I  say  enough  to  show  you  the  importance  of  such  a  thor- 
ough mastery  and  acquisition  of  this  work.  It  cannot  be  too 
thorough.  I  spent  a  year  over  it.  I  recommend  you  to  do  the 
same.  It  will  pay  immensely.  Having  naturally  a  poor  mem- 
ory, /  resorted  to  the  following  means  of  driving  the  book  into 
my  head.  I  state  it,  not  to  recommend  you  to  a  slavish  follow- 
ing of  my  method  of  action,  but  as  suggestive  of  some  similar 
plan  which  you  may  prefer. 

"1.  I  learned  all  definitions  by  heart.  That  ought  to  be  done 
by  you,  also.  It  is  indispensable.  You  cannot,  nor  anyone, 
get  up  any  as  good.  I  remember  that  I  copied  the  definitions  in 
a  book  and  carried  it  about  with  me  on  my  walks. 

"2.  I  read  only  about  twenty  pages  per  diem.  After  reading, 
I  shut  the  book,  and  made  an  analysis  in  writing.  Next  morn- 
ing I  reviewed  the  analysis  and  wrote  a  set  of  questions.  Every 
Saturday  I  reviewed  analysis  and  questions. 

"3.  By  means  of  this  analysis,  and  of  these  reviews,  I  was 
able  to  state  from  memory  the  contents  of  any  chapter,  and,  at 
last,  of  any  volume." 

His  opportunity,  when  it  came,  found  him  prepared  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  A  shocking  killing  had  taken  place.  A  young 
woman,  Margaret  Garrity  by  name,  seduced  under  promise  of 
marriage,  about  to  become  a  mother  and  forsaken  by  the  man 
who  avowed  his  intention  to  marry  another,  lay  in  wait  for  him 
on  the  canal  bridge  at  Washington  street  and  plunged  a  knife 
into  his  heart.  The  case  stirred  the  community,  and  young 
Parker  was  assigned  by  the  Court  to  the  duty  of  defending  the 
woman,  indicted  for  murder.  He  threw  his  whole  soul  into  the 
case  and  prepared  it  with  the  greatest  care  of  which  he  was 
capable.  Though  associated  with  other  counsel  the  conduct  of 
the  cause  was  entrusted  to  him,  and  he  tried  it  on  the  theory 
that  the  woman's  mind  was  so  affected  by  the  situation  in  which 
she  found  herself  that  she  was  not  legally  responsible  for  her 
act.  The  case  was  given  to  the  jury  on  a  Saturday  night.  The 
next  day,  while  attending  church,  he  was  notified  that  the  jury 
»  were  coming  in.  He  hastened  to  the  Court  House,  to  find  that 
they  wanted  to  know  whether  they  could  bring  in  a  verdict 
of  manslaughter.    The  Judge  replied:  "Yes  Gentlemen  of  the 
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Jury,  it  is  my  duty  to  instruct  you  that  you  have  a  right  to  find 
this  woman  guilty  of  manslaughter;  but  it  is  my  province,  also, 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  under  the  evidence  in  this  case,  there 
is  no  more  reason  why  you  should  find  her  guilty  of  manslaugh- 
ter than  there  is  that  you  should  find  her  guilty  of  arson."  The 
Jury  retired,  but  shortly  returned  with  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 
This  verdict  fired  the  crowd,  gathered  by  their  sympathy  and 
interest  because  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  killing,  and, 
filled  with  enthusiasm,  they  procured  a  carriage  in  which  they 
drew  poor  Margaret  Garrity,  on  that  Sabbath  afternoon, 
through  the  streets  of  the  city.  Such  a  scene  emphasizes  the 
difference  between  the  Newark  of  those  days  and  the  Newark 
of  today,  and  explains  how,  from  the  day  of  his  professional 
triumph  in  the  Garrity  case,  young  Parker  became  a  marked 
member  of  the  profession  and  attracted  clients  and  important 
litigation. 

To  one  brought  up  as  Mr.  Parker  was,  in  touch  with  the 
questions  which  were  disturbing  the  National  harmony,  it  was 
impossible  to  refrain  from  taking  sides  on  those  issues.  It 
was  in  the  Harrison-Tyler  Campaign,  of  1840,  that  he,  as  an 
ardent  Whig,  entered  the  political  struggle.  In  1844  Clay  and 
Frelinghuysen  were  the  candidates,  and  he  labored  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  taking  every  opportunity  to  speak,  filled 
with  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  and  for  the  success  of  his  men- 
tor, Theodore  Frelinghuysen.  In  the  campaign  of  1848  he 
was  an  advocate  of  General  Taylor  and  made  speeches 
throughout  the  State.  He  was  an  opponent  of  the  Slave  trade 
and  the  extension  of  Slave  territory;  but  when,  in  1850,  the 
proposed  compromise  with  the  Slave  States  involved  the  more 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  law,  his  sense  of  the 
necessity  of  the  enforcement  of  a  law  while  it  was  on  the 
statute  book,  and  his  sense  of  the  importance  of  maintaining 
the  Union,  made  him,  like  others,  subordinate  the  Slavery 
question  to  that  of  the  Union.  On  July  4th,  1S50,  in  an  ad- 
dress, he  defined  his  position,  saying : 

«  "No  man  would  go  further  or  do  more  lawfully  to  abolish 
it  [Slavery].  But  not  to  meddle  with  it  out  of  our  own  States 
is  a  condition  implied  in  the  Constitution.     The  protection  of 


Cortlandt  Parker,  18 18-1907  81 

our  Southern  brethren  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  slave  prop- 
erty, so  far  as  to  render  them  all  assistance  in  its  recovery 
when  lost  by  escape  into  our  territory,  is  a  right  solemnly 
guaranteed  to  them  by  that  instrument ;  a  duty  from  which, 
until  the  Constitution  is  altered,  we  have  no  escape  and  should 
desire  none,  faithfully  to  execute  the  contract  we  have  made. 
To  pass  a  Fugitive  Slave  law  was,  therefore,  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, and,  now  that  they  have  done  so,  it  is  our  individual  duty 
as  citizens  and  jurors — whatever  our  private  opinions  or 
prejudices — firmly  and  justly  to  aid  in  its  execution.  I  do  not 
say  if  that  law  be  unconstitutional  it  must  nevertheless  be 
submitted  to.  But  I  do  say  that,  until  so  declared  by  competent 
authority,  we  have  no  right  to  disregard  it.  And  I  say  further 
that  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  any  tribunal  should 
so  regard  it.  That  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  one 
State,  escaping  to  another,  shall,  notwithstanding  any  law  or 
regulation  therein,  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to 
whom  such  service  is  due,  is  the  plain  direction  of  the  Consti- 
tution." 

He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organization  in  New  Jer- 
sey of  the  Republican  Party.  In  the  Fremont-Dayton  cam- 
paign, of  1856,  he  took  an  enthusiastic  interest,  and  in  a  speech 
at  Newark  defined  his  position,  saying : 

"This  [referring  to  the  extension  of  Slavery]  is  a  thing  to 
be  borne  no  longer.  It  has  been  so  long  enough.  We  will 
bear  it  where  we  agreed  to,  but,  if  we  have  the  Constitutional 
power,  we  will  not  extend  its  influence  ...  If  we  cannot 
restrain  this  power,  it  is  well ;  I  am  not  in  any  event  an  advo- 
cate of  disunion ;  but  if  we  can  restrain  it,  we  ought  and  will. 
Kansas  should  be  free,  because  the  United  States  men  should 
not  permit  themselves  to  stand  for  the  only  civilized  nation 
which  extends  the  area  of  slavery." 

He  had  early  forebodings  of  the  fierce  struggle  that  was  to 
take  place  between  the  North  and  the  South.  He  had  many 
friends  in  the  South  and  knew  their  temper.  To  his  intimate 
friends  he  confided  his  fears,  but  he  was  anxious  not  to  add 
fuel  to  the  fire,  and  in  his  public  utterances  he  counselled  for- 
bearance and  patience. 

Upon  Mr.  Lincoln's  nomination  he  gave  him  his  enthus- 
iastic support,  lie  presided  at  the  great  ratification  meeting 
held  at  Newark — the  first  ratification  meeting  held  after  that 
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in  Lincoln's  own  Slate — and  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  to 
welcome  him  at  Trenton,  where  he  stopped  on  his  way  to  his 
inauguration  at  Washington. 

On  July  4,  1861,  at  Newark,  he  delivered  an  impassioned 
speech,  in  which  he  said: 

"It  is  something  to  live  in  these  times ;  I  have  heard  men 
say,  gazing  with  despondent  eye  upon  the  dreary  marts  of  Com- 
merce and  full  of  tenderness  as  they  thought  of  the  horrors  of 
Civil  War,  that  it  was  a  good  time  to  die.  So  it  is,  if  we  die 
for  our  country,  for  the  maintenance  of  its  institutions,  the 
glory  of  its  dear  and  honored  flag.  But  it  is  a  grand  time  to 
live.  There  is  something  for  all  to  do,  worthy  of  manhood  and 
womanhood.  What  if  poverty  stints  us;  if  trade  languishes; 
if  riches  take  wings;  if  friends  are  severed;  if  battle  and  dis- 
ease and  sorrow  spread  distress  throughout  our  coasts?  Is  not 
the  soul  purified  and  enlarged  in  discharging  loftier  and  holier 
responsibilities?  Though  the  national  greatness  of  this  people 
be  set  back  half  a  century,  it  will  be  more  than  compensated  by 
imbuing  our  character  with  the  noble  love  of  country  ;  the  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice  for  our  fellowmen;  the  stern,  simple,  heroic 
virtues  which  were  shown  in  our  Revolutionary  fathers,  and 
which  our  money-getting  age  was  thought  to  have  over- 
whelmed. To  these  duties  let  us  address  ourselves  and  glory 
in  the  opportunity.  Let  us  go  on  as  we  have  begun,  in  aciive 
support  of  the  President  and  the  Government.  He  is  no  longer 
the  representative  of  any  party.  Party,  thank  God,  is  dead.  Its 
embers  may  smoke,  but  let  us  extinguish  the  very  embers,  and, 
till  the  great  duty  of  enforcing  our  laws  is  completed  or  proved 
impossible,  abjure  the  names  and  distinctions  which  have  di- 
vided us.  Let  us  belong  to  one  party,  our  country.  If  there 
be  any  among  us  who  are  hostile  to  their  country,  who  secretly 
or  openly  will  glory  in  its  defeat,  let  them  form  their  own  party 
if  they  dare.  Let  our  means,  our  efforts,  our  all,  be  given  free- 
ly for  expenditure  in  the  right  cause.  Let  our  noble  women 
clothe  and  nurse  the  soldiers.  Let  the  old  men  give  of  the 
abundance  God  has  given  them  and  with  wisdom  and  prayers 
support  the  young  and  active,  while  these  dedicate  their  time, 
their  strength,  and  their  lives.  Let  us  confide  in  our  leaders 
with  patience  and  cheerfulness.  Let  us  have  sense  to  remem- 
ber that  they  know  best  the  time  to  act,  and  the  mode.  Though 
it  is  hard  to  control  our  impatience,  let  us  wait.  It  is  not  three 
months  since  Sumter  fell,  though  it  seems  a  life/5 

He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  work  cf  organizing  the 
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State  Militia,  and  it  would  have  been  the  realization  of  his 
fondest  desire  to  have  entered  upon  a  military  career  in  the 
cause  of  his  country,  but  his  duties  to  his  family  were  impera- 
tive, and  he  had  to  content  himself  by  devoting  his  energies  to 
the  work  of  heartening  his  fellows  to  continue  the  great  strug- 
gle. Such  was  his  prominence  in  the  effort  to  suppress  dis- 
loyalty in  the  State,  that  both  his  life  and  his  home  were  threat- 
ened by  the  mob  during  the  Draft  Riots. 

In  1847  ne  nad  married  Elizabeth.  Wolcott  Stites,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Wayne  Stites,  of  Morristown,  whose  family  had 
a  high  place  in  the  history  of  the  Colony  and  the  State  by  rea- 
son of  important  public,  services  through  several  generations. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the.  War  there  were  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  and  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  enter  the 
active  service.  To  his  efforts,  largely,  if  not  wholly,  the  mili- 
tary talent  of  Philip  Kearny  was  made  available  to  his  coun- 
try's cause.  Kearny,  who  had  served  with  great  honor  in  the 
Mexican  War,  in  which  he  lost  an  arm,  at  the  close  of  it  re- 
signed his  commission  as  a  Major,  and  because  of  an  unfortu- 
nate matrimonial  episode  took  up  his  residence  abroad.  There 
his  military  ability  was  recognized  and  he  served  on  the  Im- 
perial Staff  of  Napoleon  III.,  and  was  with  him  at  Solferino 
and  Magenta,  and  received  a  decoration  for  distinguished  brav- 
ery. He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1801,  in  the  doubtful 
days  of  the  War.  Kearny  was  a  client  of  Mr.  Parker's  ;  he. 
was  burning  with  a  desire  to  serve  his  country,  but  his  applica- 
tion was  disregarded.  Mr.  Parker  labored,  both  at  Trenton 
and  Washington,  to  secure  for  him  a  suitable  commission,  and, 
believing  that  the  unfortunate  matrimonial  episode  was  the 
great  obstacle  to  be  overcome,  he  arranged  an  interview  with 
President  Lincoln,  in  which  he  presented  Kearny's  case  in  the 
thorough  manner  of  the  trained  lawyer  and  with  the  skill  of 
an  experienced  advocate.  Mr.  Lincoln  quietly  listened  to  his 
appeal  and  then,  with  a  smile,  said:  "Well,  Mr.  Parker,  you 
seem  to  have  this  matter  very  much  at  heart,  and  it  will  gratify 
you  to  know  that  I  sent  Kearny's  nomination  to  be  Brigadier- 
General  this  morning  to  the  Senate."  All  know  of  General 
Kearny's  career.     His  monument  stands  ir  the  Park.     It  was 
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no  small  part  that  Mr.  Parker  took  in  the  movement  which  re- 
sulted in  that  memorial  to  the  most  distinguished  soldier  New 
Jersey  gave  to  the  Union  Cause.  At  its  dedication,  a  memora- 
ble occasion  in  the  history  of  the  City,  he  was  the  orator. 

He  had  many  interviews  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  the  storic^ 
of  these  meetings  illustrate  some  of  the  traits  of  the  men. 
After  they  had  had. several  interviews,  Mr.  Parker,  conscious 
of  his  marked  personality  indicated  by  his  carriage  and  coun- 
tenance, was  disturbed  to  find  that  he  had  to  introduce  himself, 
as  on  former  occasions,  because  of  the  President's  forgetful- 
ness  of  faces,  and  he  said,  with  some  emphasis :  "Mr.  Lincoln, 
I  was  one  of  the  first  supporters  of  the  Republican  Party  in  my 
State;  I  worked  hard  for  your  election,  have  done  all  I  couM 
to  consolidate  the  support  of  my  party  and  my  State  for  you 
and  your  policies,  and  I  think  I  have  been  of  service  to  you.  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  would  remember  me  the  next  time  wc 
meet.  Now,  won't  you  take  a  good  look  at  me,  so  that  you 
will  know  me  again?"  The  President  smiled,  put  his  hand 
on  Mr.  Parker's  shoulder,  and  said :  "Well !  Mr.  Parker,  I 
guess  I  can  do  that  for  you.  You  favor  Charles  A.  Dana  of 
the  'New  York  Tribune,'  only  your  head  is  a  little  more 
naked." 

Another  interview  with  Mr.  Lincoln  we  give  in  Mr.  Parker's 
own  words : 


"I  was  in  his  office  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1862,  and  was 
standing  by  his  desk  while  he  was  writing  some  paper.  He 
had  just  been  talking  affably  and  pleasantly  with  some  one  of 
those  around  him.  And  as  he  finished  writing,  he  looked  up. 
and,  catching  my  eye,  asked  the  date.  I  said,  'Do  you  forge: 
it,  Mr.  President?  It  is  the  fourth  of  March.'  His  face 
changed,  and  solemnly,  yet  almost  miserably,  he  replied  :  'Good 
God!  have  I  been  one  year  in  this  place  of  torment?'  But  in 
an  instant  he  recovered,  and,  with  an  air  of  gaiety,  continued : 
'Well,  if  any  of  you  don't  think  it  so,  just  come  here  and  try 
it.'  " 

Originally  a  Seward  man,  no  one  more  quickly  than  Mr. 
«   Parker  realized  the  character  of  Lincoln,  and  the  marvelous 
good  fortune  that  out  of  the  partisan  strife  he  had  been  se- 
lected the  standard-bearer  of  his  party,  .  nd  had  been  chosen  as 
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the  great  leader  in  the  vital  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  To  Mr.  Parker  it  seemed  nothing  less  than  Providen- 
tial. No  one  worked  harder  for  Lincoln's  reelection  in  1864 
than  he,  and  his  speech  as  President  of  the  State  Convention 
in  1864  was  printed  and  circulated  as  a  campaign  document. 

In  an  address  delivered  before  the  Legislature,  on  the  first 
formal  celebration  of  Lincoln's  Birthday,  he  eloquently  set 
forth  his  unique  character  and  career,  and  contrasted  the  im- 
pression Lincoln  made  upon  him  when  he  welcomed  him  as 
President-elect,  in  1861,  at  Trenton,  with  his  present  realiza- 
tion of  what  Lincoln  really  was, — "the  upholder  of  the  loftiest 
National  ideals  and  the  foreordained  to  save  the  Nation." 

Mr.  Parker  did  not  consider  the  war  between  the  States  as 
a  Civil  War,  but  as  a  Rebellion,  and  he  was  urgent  in  his  de- 
mands, when  the  victory  was  won,  that  the  former  slaves 
should  have  the  fullest  protection,  to  the  end  that,  living  in  the 
land  of  their  bondage,  they  might  surely  be  a  free  people.  His 
was  a  large  influence  in  forcing  the  consideration  of  the  XlVth 
Amendment,  after  its  first  rejection  by  the  Legislature,  upon 
succeeding  sessions,  until  it  was  finally  adopted.  Throughout 
the  Reconstruction  period,  in  common  with  many  other 
thoughtful  and  patriotic  men,  Mr.  Parker  believed  that  stern 
measures  were  not  only  just,  but  necessary,  and  he  supported 
the  Legislation  of  the  time.  In  a  speech  then  made  he  said  that 
the  stringent  Reconstruction  measures  would  not  have  been 
necessary  "had  the  punishment  of  treason  followed  our  tri- 
umph, had  conspirators  swung,  the  expressly  perjured  been 
incarcerated  or  expatriated,  and  thus  all  dangerous  and  influ- 
ential men  [been]  incapacitated  from  power.  Then  the  people 
remaining  would  have  been  loyal  citizens.  This  was  what 
the  South  expected  and  what  law  and  righteousness  called  for. 
But  the  South  and  their  allies  should  be  the  last  to  complain 
if,  severity  to  individuals  having  been  abandoned,  the  despised 
Nation  sought  its  safety — a  thing  which  lies  beyond  all  consti- 
tutions and  laws — by  adopting  such  a  course  as  we  have  fol- 
lowed." 

A  quarter  of  a  century  later  he  delivered  an  address  that  at- 
tracted wide  attention  before  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac.  Time  had  softened  his  views.  No  whit  was  his  ap- 
preciation of  the  North  diminished,  but  he  was  able  to  see  in 
the  South  devotion  to  a  Lost  Cause,  believed  to  be  true.  He 
said: 

"But  it  is  not  for  these  things  [our  material  wealth]  that  we 
deserve  the  most  appreciation.  It  is  for  our  national  heroism, 
our  stern,  uncompromising  self-abnegation  at  the  call  of  alle- 
giance and  of  duty;  the  universality,  the  readiness,  and  the 
thoroughness  with  which  almost  the  entire  nation,  young  and 
old,  without  distinction  of  sex  or  condition,  obeyed  that  call — 
in  the  North,  a  true  call ;  in  the  South,  a  false  one,  yet  one  that 
was  believed  to  be  true — and  devoted  themselves  to  the  cause 
which,  according  to  their  lights,  they  espoused.  This  is  the 
glory  of  America.     'Seventy-six'  pales  before  it !" 

An  incident  in  the  youthful  days  of  the  speaker  impressed 
Mr.  Parker's  individuality  indelibly  upon  his  mind.  It  was 
during  the  Civil  War  that  he  saw  upon  our  streets  a  tall  figure, 
of  marked  military  carriage.  He  asked  his  grandfather  who 
the  man  was,  and  received  this  reply :  "That  is  Cortlandt  Par- 
ker, and  remember  that  when  many  of  the  most  influential 
men  of  the  State  were  sitting  on  the  fence  to  see  what  was  to 
be  the  turn  of  political  events,  he  was  over  the  fence,  in  the 
fray,  fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  Union."  That  admonition 
was  not  forgotten. 

Meanwhile  he  was  winning  his  way  to  a  high  position  at  the 
Bar.  He  had  been  appointed  Prosecutor  of  the  Pleas  for  Es- 
sex County  in  1857,  and  held  that  important  place  for  ten  years ; 
and  never  has  there  been  in  the  state  a  more  efficient  and  con- 
scientious  Prosecutor.  He  administered  that  responsible  office, 
dominated  by  the  purpose  to  see  that  justice  was  done,  to  con- 
vict the  guilty,  and  free  the  innocent.  He  considered  his  duty 
as  to  each  prosecution  in  the  light  of  the  facts  as  they  were 
known  to  him.  His  attitude  is  well  illustrated  by  an  incident 
which  the  late  Chief  Justice  Dcpue  narrated  to  the  speaker.  He 
was  praising  Mr.  Parker  and  emphasizing  the  sense  of  duty 
that  controlled  him  in  his  professional  work.  Judge  Depue 
said:  "He  was  trying  a  criminal  case  before  me,  and  had  be- 
come  convinced   that,   notwithstanding   the   array   of   circum- 
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stances  against  the  accused,  he  was  innocent,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  evidence  he  told  me  that  he  did  not  think  he  ought  to 
sum  up  the  case  for  the  State,  but  should  leave  the  jury  to  pass 
upon  the  evidence  without  comment.  I  told  him  I  thought  it 
was  his  duty  to  sum  up  the  case.  Thereupon  he  followed  my 
instructions,  and  his  marshalling  of  the  circumstances  that  made 
against  the  accused  was  so  masterly  and  clear  that  I  had  to  do 
my  utmost,  in  my  charge  to  the  jury,  to  prevent  a  conviction." 
Judge  Depue  added :  "I  never  again  undertook  to  instruct  Cort- 
landt  Parker  as  to  his  duty." 

He  left  the  office  of  Prosecutor  because  of  the  demands  of 
his  large  practice.  His  professional  standing  was  recognized 
by  offers  of  judicial  preferment,  usually  considered  the  prizes 
of  the  profession.  He  was  tendered  the  position  of  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  several  times  and  declined  the  honor.  "When 
the  position  of  Chancellor  became  vacant,  at  the  expiration  of 
Chancellor  Williamson's  term,  Mr.  Parker's  name,  with  others, 
was  submitted  by  Governor  Newell  to  the  Senate,  but  the  Sen- 
ate, because  of  a  political  feud  between  the  Governor  and  it, 
refused  to  confirm  any  of  his  nominees,  and  the  highest  judi- 
cial office  was  vacant  about  a  year,  or  until  the  appointment  of 
Henry  W.  Green. 

In  1871,  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  he,  with  Chief  Justice 
Beasley  and  Justice  Depue,  were  appointed  Commissioners  to 
perform  the  important  task  of  revising  the  laws  of  the  State.  In 
1873  ne  was  appointed  one  of  the  three  Commissioners  from 
New  Jersey,  acting  with  a  like  Commission  from  Delaware,  to 
settle  the  boundaries  between  the  States,  and  he  served  in  that 
capacity.  His  father,  many  years  before,  had  served  on  a  like 
Commission,  to  fix  the  boundaries  between  New  Jersey  and 
New  York. 

Mr.  Parker  was  then  in  the  forefront  of  the  profession. 
Associated  with  Anthony  Q.  Keasbey,  under  the  style  of  Park- 
er &  Keasbey,  and  later  with  his  son,  Richard  Wayne,  his 
office  was  one  of  the  busiest  and  most  important  in  the  State, 
and  he  was  engaged  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  nearly  all  the 
important  litigations.  Notwithstanding  the  assiduity  with 
which  he   followed  his  profession   and   the  great   demands   it 
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made  upon  his  time  and  talents,  he  took  an  active  part  in  all 
important  civic  matters.  He  had,  before  the  Civil  War,  and 
during  that  struggle,  established  a  reputation  as  a  public  speak- 
er of  marked  ability.  He  had  a  fine  diction  and  possessed,  in 
an  exceptional  degree,  the  power  of  carrying  conviction  to  the 
minds  of  his  hearers.  Filled  with  enthusiasm  himself,  he 
inspired  his  audience  with  enthusiasm ;  and  he  had  the  rare 
gift,  possessed  by  some  actors,  of  filling  the  stage  and  imme- 
diately commanding  attention  and  interest  by  his  presence, 
carriage  and  voice.  Notwithstanding  .his  busy  professional 
days,  there  was  scarcely  a  celebration  of  any  consequence  that 
he  was  not  called  on  to  be  the  orator  of  the  occasion,  and 
he  gave,  a  ready  response.  These  orations  and  addresses  can- 
not be  enumerated  here.  They  covered  a  wide  range  of  sub- 
jects.2 Among  them  are :  "Our  Triumph  and  our  New  Du- 
ties," delivered  in  1865;  an  address  on  Lincoln;  one  on  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  and  William  Paterson,  before  the  American 
Bar  Association,  of  which  he  was  the  sixth  President;  on 
Wyclif,  at  the  Semi-Millennial  Celebration  at  the  Academy  of 
Music,  in  New  York;  on  the  Board  of  Proprietors  of  East 
Jersey,  at  its  Bi-Centennial ;  on  the  opening  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library;  and  on  a  "Tolerant  Christianity,"  before  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  of  Rutgers  College.  They  are  all  characterized 
by  a  high  ethical  tone  and  by  an  attractive  and  lucid  style,  and 
with  allusions  and  illustrations,  showing  a  wide  literary  culture 
and  broad  knowledge.  Mr.  Parker  was  a  lover  of  books,  and. 
paraphrasing  Cicero,  he  thus  spoke  at  the  laying  of  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  the  Public  Library:  "A  Library!  It  is,  itself, 
joy,  profit,  education;  in  distress,  consolation;  in  prosperity, 
peace." 

Mr.  Parker  was  the  recipient  of  academic  honors,  and  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him  by  both 
Rutgers  and  Princeton. 

The  Civil  War  had  a  large  place  for  many  years  in  his  life. 
and  it  is  evident  that  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  military  mat- 
ters, and  followed  and  studied  the  campaigns  with  great  care. 


'See  Appendix  C,  post. 
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There  was  a  marked  military  trend  in  his  ancestry,  which 
distinguishes  his  descendants.  His  interest  in,  and  wide  knowl- 
edge of  the  military  history  of  the  great  struggle  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  is  manifested  by  the  addresses  he 
made  on  the  invitations  of  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  before  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
In  his  sketches  of  the  great  leaders,  whom  he  personally  knew, 
he  exhibited  the  rare  ability  he  possessed  of  presenting  the 
personality  of  the  man,  with  the  vividness  and  accuracy  with 
which  the  artist  would  picture  his  form  and  features.  He 
showed  this  power  in  his  address  before  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  where  he  sketched  the  personalities  of 
the  three  leaders,  McClellan,  Grant  and  Meade — the  last  his 
cousin.    Of  him  he  says  : 

"To  shirk  duty  was  a  thing  that  never  occurred  to  him ;  to 
claim  credit  for  its  discharge  was  an  act  he  was  too  proud  ever 
to  perform.  No  man  loved  appreciation  more ;  no  man  longed 
for  it  more  ardently ;  no  man  in  his  heart  more  demanded  it  as 
his  right;  no  man  more  carefully  forebore  to  complain  where 
he  found  himself  comparatively  forgotten.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  made  the  mistake  of  believing  that  fame,  promotion 
and  fortune  followed  desert.  Men  who  do  this  are  apt  to  ac- 
quire a  manner  which  in  these  days,  if  not  in  all  days,  is  called 
hauteur — cold — a  manner  which  docs  not  make  friends,  al- 
though the  person  who  acquires  it  may  have  the  very  kindest 
feelings  and  be  in  the  practice  of  largest  self-sacrifice.  Men  of 
this  stamp  have  their  reward  within,  the  mens  sibi  conscia 
recti/  They  must  look  no  further.  They  must  not  repine  if 
they  get  no  more.    It  is  the  product  of  their  'individuality.'  ' 

How  vividly  do  these  words  picture  to  us  the  personality  of 
the  man !  And  what  complete  and  rare  understanding  and  sym- 
pathy do  they  manifest  in  the  heart  that  uttered  them! 

For  fully  sixty-five  years  Mr.  Parker  was  in  active  practice 
at  the  Bar.  It  was  an  inspiration  to  its  members  to  see  him, 
his  stalwart  form  unbent  by  age,  as  he  walked  day  by  day  to 
his  office ;  to  hear  him  in  the  Court,  where,  save  for  diminished 
hearing,  nothing  bespoke  a  failing  of  his  powers.  There  was 
the  wonted  acumen,  the  extraordinary  power  of  marshalling 
facts,  and  the  terse  and  clear  statement  of  the  principles  of 
7 


90  Proceedings  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

law,  which  to  his  mind  controlled  the  decision  of  the  case.  As 
late  as  1906,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  he  argued, 
in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  with  marked  ability  and  with  success, 
a  case  of  difficulty  and  large  importance,  and  reversed  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  the  same  year  he  made  a 
masterly  argument  before  the  Legislature,  in  favor  of  a  bill 
prepared  by  him  pro  bono  publico  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  vexed  questions  in  relation  to  the  Morris  Canal.  With  him 
it  was  a  service  of  duty ;  he  had  no  client;  he  was  to  get  no  fee 
or  emolument  in  any  form.  An  amusing  incident  occurred  at 
the  argument.  One  of  the  representatives  of  the  Railroad  oppos- 
ing the  Bill,  relying  on  Mr.  Parker's  deafness,  incautiously  re- 
marked to  an  associate  that  the  old  gentleman  was  getting  in 
his  dotage.  The  words  were  caught  by  Mr.  Parker,  with  the 
result  that  all  who  heard  the  argument  were  greatly  impressed 


livered.  It  was  a  carefully  prepared  oral  argument,  which  was 
reported  and  subsequently  printed.  It  illustrated  the  public 
spirit  and  sense  of  duty  that  so  dominated  Mr.  Parker's  life, 
and  was  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  rare  preservation  of  his 
powers,  both  of  body  and  of  mind. 

Years  before,  in  the  matter  of  the  Staten  Island  Bridge, 
which  Mr.  Parker  opposed  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the 
State,  he  gave  his  services  to  the  State,  refusing  a  large  retain- 
er on  behalf  of  those  pecuniarily  interested  in  having  the  bridge 
constructed,  and,  without  emolument,  from  a  sense  of  right 
and  duty,  he  argued  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  State. 

The  crowning  honor  came  in  1905,  when  the  Bench  and  Bar 
of  the  State  united  in  tendering  him  a  banquet  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  in  recognition  of  his  preeminent  position  at  the  Bar. 
Never  before  had  such  an  honor  been  bestowed  upon  a  member 
of  the  Bar  who  had  not  held  judicial  office.  The  occasion  was 
truly  described  as  unique  by  the  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Robert 
H.  McCarter,  who  presided  at  the  function.  The  Bench  and 
Bar  of  the  State  were  fully  represented;  eminent  lawyers  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  were  among  the  guests.  Chan- 
cellor Magie,  in  paying  his  tribute,  said : 


by  its  force  and  the  extraordinary  vigor  with  which  it  was  de- 
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"I  will  avow  that  for  such  measure  of  success  as  I  have  at- 
tained, I  am  more  indebted  to  him  than  to  any  other  single  per- 
son. His  example,  his  counsel,  his  kind  encouragement  have 
tided  me  over  many  a  period  of  doubt  and  discouragement ;  and 
what  I  say  for  myself  I  know  many  others  here  may  say  for 
themselves ;  so  that  we  are  all  of  us,  in  a  sense,  pupils  and  stu- 
dents of  Mr.  Parker.  .  .  .  He  who,  without  ever  waver- 
ing, holds  aloft  a  high  ideal  of  personal  and  professional  honor 
and  duty  may  not  draw  all  the  young  and  thoughtless  up  to  his 
level,  but  all  will  be  influenced,  and  very  many  will  learn  the 
lesson  and  follow  the  example.  On  such  practitioners  at  the 
Bar  the  Court  relies  to  aid  its  efforts  to  raise  and  maintain  the 
standard  of  the  profession  in  learning  and  integrity." 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Choate  said : 

"He  stands  a  unique  and  noble  example  for  all  the  youth  of 
the  profession,  throughout  all  the  boundaries  of  the  Republic, 
to  imitate  and  follow.  ...  I  deem  it  to  be  the  great  honor 
of  Mr.  Parker  that  he  has  earned  and  enjoys  the  reverence, 
admiration  and  affection  of  the  whole  profession,  not  from  any 
adventitious  titles  or  offices,  but  because  of  his  pure,  unsullied, 
uninterrupted  professional  career,  from  its  beginning  to  its 
end,  in  the  last  sixty-six  years/' 

Justice  Dixon  referred  to  Mr.  Parker,  as  one  "whom  office 
never  raised  and  could  not  elevate,"  and  said : 

"When  I  approached  the  Bar  ...  it  did  not  take  me 
long  to  see,  and  therefore  admire,  that  stately  form,  those 
striking  features,  that  piercing  and  defiant  eye,  which  charac- 
terized his  outer  manhood.  Soon  ...  I  came  to  esteem 
him,  as  Cicero  described  his  preceptor,  Scaivola.  'Juris  pcri- 
torum  cloquentissimus.  eloqucntium  juris  peritissimus' — the 
most  eloquent  of  those  skilled  in  the  law,  and  the  most  skillful 
in  the  law  of  those  who  were  eloquent.  Later  I  perceived  the 
perfect  probity  of  his  character,  his  magnanimity,  without  a 
trace  of  meanness,  the  generosity  of  his  judgment  of  others 
in  comparison  with  himself,  his  high  sense  of  honor,  his  wis- 
dom, that  quality  which  the  sentiment  of  my  toast  declares  to 
be  the  best  gift,  without  exception,  vouchsafed  to  man  by  the 
immortal  gods.  Such  a  life  is  an  inspiration.  It  begets  and 
cultivates  a  desire  not  only  to  secure  that  bodily  vigor,  which 
for  many  years  made  Mr.  Parker  an  admirable  specimen  of 
physical  manhood,  but  also  to  emulate  those  virtues  which 
entitle  him  to  be  known,  certainly  now,  ami  probably  always, 
as  the  Great  Commoner  of  the  Jersey  Bar." 


92  Proceedings  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

Mr.  John  E.  Parsons  and  Mr.  William  B.  Hornblower, 
of  the  New  York  Bar,  and  Mr.  Francis  Rawle,  Jr.,  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Bar,  joined  in  the  tributes  of  praise  to  the  honored 
guest  of  the  evening-,  dwelling  upon  the  high  place  he  held  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Bars  of  the  sister  States.  And  Mr.  Edward 
S.  Savage,  who  had  been  a  student  in  Mr.  Parker's  office, 
spoke  for  those  who  had  entered  the  profession  from  that 
office. 

It  was  an  occasion  of  supreme  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Parker, 
and  his  words,  coming  from  the  depths  of  his  heart,  are  mem- 
orable and  self-revealing.  Referring  to  the  statement  that  the 
occasion  was  unique,  he  said : 

"It  is  not  because  of  the  unusual  merits  of  the  person  hon- 
ored. He  does  not  claim  any  such  desert.  The  honor  comes, 
first,  because  of  his  age  and  his  age  at  the  Bar;  next,  because 
during  his  long  life  he  has  been  only  a  lawyer,  a  lover  of  his 
profession,  a  practitioner  because  of  that  love,  and  loving  it 
because,  after  theology  and  medicine,  it  affords  opportunity 
for  a  useful  life  greater  than  any  other  vocation.  And  he  is 
happy  in  believing  that  his  career  has  been,  to  what  extent  he 
has  been  able — and  that  without  his  neglecting  duty  and  oppor- 
tunities in  other  directions  of  rightful  effort — useful,  and  so 
recognized,  of  which  recognition  this  occasion  is  meant  as  a 
proof.  He  hopes,  and  tries  to  believe  also,  that  he  can  regard 
it  as  evidence  of  that  regard  for  him  from  his  brother  lawyers 
and  fellow-men  which  borders  upon  affection.  For  all  which 
he  acknowledges  very  great  happiness  in  the  scene  before 
him.  What  more  can  he  say  in  response  to  the  flattering 
eulogium  which  has  been  pronounced  to  him  as  well  as  of 
him?  Words  fail  him.  He  can  only  feel — and  that  he  does 
with  all  his  heart.  No  greater,  yes,  no  equal  delight  can  come 
to  him  during  such  longer  lifetime  on  earth  as  his  Maker 
may  vouchsafe  to  him;  no  greater,  except  from  domestic  hap- 
piness, has  been  his,  during  the  long  life  Heavens  benefi- 
cence has  given  him," 

He  then  inspired  his  hearers  by  describing  the  eminent  men 
who,  in  the  course  of  his  long  life,  had  honored  the  Bar  of  this 
State  by  their  devotion  to  the  profession. 

One  of  Mr.  Parker's  attractive  characteristics  was  his  inter- 
est in  the  younger  members  of  the  profession.  In  his  relations 
with  them,  whether  as  opponents  or  associates,  he  was  ever 
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studious  in  his  efforts  to  avoid  an  impression  of  superiority, 
and  to  encourage  them  by  his  praise  and  evident  interest  in  their 
professional  work.  He  sought  opportunities  to  address  the 
younger  lawyers  and  to  hold  up  before  them  the  high  ideals  of 
the  profession.  This  he  did  in  his  address  before  the  Bar  of 
Essex  county,  and,  again,  when  he  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  Ohio  Bar  to  be  their  guest.  So,  on  this  occasion,  his 
thoughts  turned  with  affection  to  the  young  men,  and  he  left 
with  them  this  message,  followed  by  what  he  believed  was  his 
valedictory,  as,  indeed,  it  proved  to  be : 

"To  my  young  friends,  a  word  of  advice :  Stick  to  the  pro- 
fession— seek  to  elevate  it.  Do  not  seek  by  it  to  make  money. 
Doing  that  makes  it  a  trade,  not  a  profession.  Be  fair  in 
charges;  help  the  poor  with  advice  and  with  professional  aid. 
.  .  .  Be  known  in  Christian  work,  and  in  charity,  public 
and  private,  according  to  your  means.  Study  law  and  history 
.in  all  spare  time,  and  manifest  it  by  your  action  in  the  Courts. 
Do  not  be  a  politician,  but  always  vote  and  do  the  duty  of  a  cit- 
izen. Be  member  of  a  party,  but  independent — a  slave  to  no 
man.  Deserve  honors  and  office.  If  they  come,  as,  if  you  de- 
serve them,  they  should,  do  honor  to  them.  And  now,  brethren 
and  friends,  I  give  way  to  others  better  able  to  address  you 
than  I  am.  Recipient  of  an  honor  worth  living  for,  I  thank 
you  again  with  all  my  heart.  It  is  well-nigh  impossible  that 
you  all  should  ever  again  meet  me  in  this  life.  To  some,  I 
know  not  whom,  this  is  probably  my  last  farewell.  Do  not  for- 
get me.  Of  one  thing  be  sure — I  shall  never  forget  this  even- 
ing, or  those  who  have  welcomed  me  here.     Farewell." 

At  the  banquet  were  five  of  Mr.  Parker's  six  sons,  all  living 
then,  joining  in  the  tribute  of  respect  to  their  revered  father ; 
they  proud  of  him,  and  he  justly  proud  of  them.  How  per- 
fectly, in  that  home-circle,  have  been  realized  the  words  of  the 
ancient  Scripture :  "Children's  children  are  the  crown  of  old 
men,  and  the  glory  of  children  are  their  fathers !" 

The  keynote  of  the  addresses  made  on  this  memorable  occa- 
sion was  Mr.  Parker's  character,  professional,  civic  and  pri- 
vate, and  his  devotion  to  high  ideals.  He  early  adopted  his 
professional  ideals  and  declared  his  faith  in  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress, delivered  in  1853,  before  the  Alumni  of  his  Alma  Mater, 
in  these  stirring  words: 
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"True  professional  eminence  stands  as  clearly  discernable 
to  the  judicious  eye  as  does  the  diamond  among  the  paste  imi- 
tations which  deceive  and  delight  the  vulgar.  It  belongs  to 
those,  and  to  those  only,  who,  deriving  from  nature  vigorous 
minds  and  energetic  characters,  discipline  them  with  the  great- 
est austerity,  fill  them  from  the  deepest  recesses  of  science, 
and  apply  the  knowledge,  which  only  intense  labor  acquires, 
to  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  daily  life,  with  honesty  of 
purpose,  sound  judgment,  clearness  of  reasoning,  and,  above 
all,  with  constant  tact — that  scarcely  definable,  but  ever  rec- 
ognizable instinct-like  characteristic — that  new  sense,  the  re- 
sult, almost  always,  of  long  experience,  and  as  wonderful  in 
its  operations  as  the  sense  of  touch  in  the  blind,  which  it  so 
much  resembles,  and  from  which  it  seems  to  me  it  may  have 
its  name." 

This  utterance  was  no  mere  form  of  words ;  it  was  the 
creed  of  his  lifetime,  and  nobly  lived  up  to.  In  his  words  to 
his  fellow  Alumni,  he  said :  "Seldom  [is  it  that]  a  man  who 
has  earned  professional  standing  lives  to  see  and  wear  the 
laurel  crown  he  wins."  How  beautifully  and  deservedly  was 
his  early  prophecy  found  false  as  applied  to  his  own  career ! 

There  were  other  rewards  that  were  his,  did  he  but  put  forth 
his  hand  to  accept  them.  His  eminent  professional  standing 
and  his  conspicuous  services  to  his  party  brought  to  him  offers 
of  high  honors.  In  1872  President  Grant  tendered  him  a 
Judgeship  on  the  Court  of  Claims,  established  to  determine 
the  proper  distribution  of  the  "Alabama"  award,  the  result 
of  the  Geneva  Arbitration,  which  he  declined.  In  1874  he  was 
nominated  for  Congress,  and  declined  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion, notwithstanding  the.  convention  had  adjourned.  In  1876 
he  accepted  an  appointment  by  President  Grant  as  a  Commis- 
sioner to  investigate  the  Louisiana  vote  in  the  Hayes-Tilden 
election.  In  1877  he  declined  the  Embassy  to  Russia,  offered 
to  him  by  President  Hayes,  and  he  likewise  declined  the  otter 
of  the  Embassy  to  Austria,  made  by  President  Arthur.  And 
in  1902  Mr.  Parker  was  offered,  by  Governor  Yoorhecs,  the 
United  States  Senatorship,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
ScwcU.  He  was  then  eighty-four  years  old,  and  he  decline  J 
the  honor. 

These  declinations  are  not   to  be  interpreted  as  indicating 
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that  Mr.  Parker  did  not  have  definite  and  decided  ambitions. 
He  sought  the  position  of  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  and 
thought  the  appointment  was  his.  On  the  first  occasion  the 
office  went  to  William  L.  Dayton,  and,  on  the  second,  to  Fred- 
erick T.  Frelinghuysen.  His  disappointment  did  not  carry 
with  it  any  bitterness  nor  cloud  his  friendship  for  those  who 
received  the  prize.  He  was  ever  ready  to  express  his  appreci- 
ation of  the  talents  and  achievements  of  his  friend  Freling- 
huysen— "great  advocate,  of  rare  eloquence,"  to  use  Mr.  Park- 
er's own  words;  and  he  spoke  of  Dayton  as  "New  Jersey's 
greatest  son,"  referring  to  his  successful  diplomatic  career  as 
Minister  to  France  during  the  Civil  War. 

He  was  ambitious  for  a  place  on  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  His  work  as  an  Advisory  Master  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  had  demonstrated  his  qualifications  for  the  Bench, 
notably  his  opinion  in  Kean  v.  Johnston,  which  is  a  landmark 
in  the  corporate  law  of  the  State.  Mr.  Bradley  and  he  were 
both  candidates  for  the  first  vacancy  that  occurred,  and  neither 
received  the  appointment.  When  the  next  vacancy  occurred, 
Mr.  Parker  expected  to  be  a  candidate,  but,  perceiving  how 
deeply  his  friend  Bradley  desired  the  position,  he  not  only 
refused  to  permit  his  name  to  be  presented,  but  earnestly 
entered  the  lists  in  his  behalf,  and  Mr.  Bradley  received  the 
appointment.  It  was  Mr.  Parker  who,  upon  the  death  of 
Justice  Bradley,  delivered  the  eulogy  on  his  "Life  and  Ser- 
vices," before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

To  be  United  States  Senator  was  another  ambition.  His 
large  services  to  his  party  and  eminent  qualifications  made 
him  conspicuous  in  the  eyes  of  many  as  the  fit  man  for  the 
high  place,  and  in  the  contest  he  failed  by  a  single  vote.  When 
the  gift  was  offered  to  him  late  in  life,  as  we  have  seen,  he  de- 
clined it  as  an  empty  honor.  But  he  was  deeply  disappointed 
by  his  failure  to  realize  these  ambitions.  He  was  a  proud 
man,  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  term,  and  justly  so.  and  he 
was  only  very  human,  when  he  said,  after  the  death  of  his 
two  distinguished  friends  and  associates:  "It  is  a  great  satis- 
faction for  me  to  remember  that  I  have  many  times  measured 
swords  with  those  men,  who  are  properly  called  great  men, 
and  have  not  always  come  off  second  best." 


"I  take  it  to  be  true,  fellow  graduates  (you  must  pardon  me 
if  I  err  in  applying  to  you  a  judgment  which  I  administer  to 
myself),  that  a  just  and  searching  comparison  of  what  we  arc 
with  what  we  then  were  in  aspiration,  and  what  we  hoped  by 
this  time  to  be  in  reality,  cannot  but  to  some  degree  sadden  us. 
We  are  not  all  we  then  hoped  to  be.  We  are  not  all  we  then 
meant  to  be.  Like  every  being,  but  One,  who  ever  mingled 
with  the  world  and  its  trials,  we  are  world-defiled.  Our  hearts 
are  not  as  loftily  filled  with  a  sense  of  duty;  our  intellects  not 
as  cultivated,  disciplined  and  improved  ;  our  lives  have  not 
been  as  thoroughly  purged  from  evil,  as  we  hoped  and  meant 
they  should  be." 
« 

He  realized  the  truth  declared  by  England's  great  Laureate 
of  the  last  Century : 
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.  Mr.  Parker's  life  was  not  a  drifting  one,  guided  by  oppor- 
tunism. He  had  a  definite  philosophy  of  Life.  Lowell  has 
said  that  "Genius  is  that  power  which  controls  the  man ;  talent 
is  that  power  which  a  man  controls."  Mr.  Parker  had  a  ma- 
tured view  as  to  what  determined  the  measure  of  a  man's 
capacity  for  worthy  achievements  and  he  expressed  it  on  many 
different  occasions.  A  man's  power  was  his  inherited  endow- 
ment (his  talent),  as  developed  by  self -discipline.  These  were 
the  determining  factors — he  made  relatively  little  of  environ- 
ment— so  much  dwelt  upon  now.  Discipline — "austere,"  to 
use  his  own  language — and  persistent,  was  the  duty  and  the 
only  method  of  development  of  character.  He  realized,  as  has 
been  said  by  another,  that  one  "cannot  dream  himself  a  char- 
acter, but  must  forge  and  hammer  himself  one."  And  he  dis- 
ciplined himself  bodily,  that  he  might  attain  physical  strength ; 
mentally,  that  he  might  attain  intellectual  strength;  morally, 
that  he  might  attain  spiritual  strength.  It  was  this  idea  of 
the  supreme  formative  function  of  discipline  that  made  him 
insist  that,  in  fact,  every  man  was  "self-made."  The  neces- 
sary accompaniment  of  self-discipline  is  introspection,  and  this 
was  characteristic  of  him.  He  appreciated  the  frailty  of  hu- 
man nature  and  how  easily  the  loftiest  ideals  may  be  tarnished. 
How  all  this  stands  out  in  his  heart-felt  words  to  his  fellow 
Alumni,  seventeen  years  after  graduation : 
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"Self -reverence,   self-knowledge,   self-control : 
These  three  alone  lead  Life  to  sovereign  good." 

Mr.  Parker  was  self-reverent,  for  he  believed  with  his  whole 
heart  that  the  individual  life  was  a  trust  awaiting  the  crown  of 
immortality,  and  that  the  highest  duty  was  to  preserve,  so  far 
as  possible,  the  soul  "from  the  contagion  of  the  world's  slow 
stain."  He  sought  self-knowledge  by  persistent,  wholesome 
introspection,  and,  judging  himself  soberly,  realized,  as  truly 
as  most  thoughtful  men  are  able  to  do,  his  aptitudes  and  his 
limitations;  and  he  applied  this  self-knowledge  in  directing  the 
practical  course  of  his  life,  in  both  what  he  accepted  of  its 
proffered  honors  and  what  he  declined.  Self-control  he  sought 
and  realized  by  persistent  self-discinpline.  These  virtues  di- 
rected his  career.  He  knew  he  was  not  fitted  for  the  contests 
of  the  hustings,  and  he  refused  to  enter  the  field  of  the  poli- 
tician, and  would  not  accept  the  nomination  to  Congress.  He 
knew  when  he  was  offered  the  appointment  by  Governor  Voor- 
hees  to  the  United  States  Senate  that  his  years  would  not  per- 
mit the  strain  that  a  conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
that  high  office  would  entail,  and  he  declined  it,  though  it  had 
been  the  just  ambition  of  his  life.  It  was  his  self-knowledge 
that  enabled  him  to  give  such  discriminating  sketches  of  his 
friends,  as  we  find  in  his  tributes  to  Justice  Bradley,  Chief - 
Justice  David  A.  Depue  and  General  Meade.  Knowing  him- 
self, he  was  able  to  interpret  the  characters  of  others  with  a 
rare  accuracy.  His  portrait  of  General  Meade,  which  we  have 
quoted,  might  in  many  particulars  stand  as  a  transcription  of 
his  own  qualities  and  character. 

Mr.  Parker  was  marked  by  a  soberness  of  deportment,  ap^ 
proaching  almost  severity  of  manner.  But  this  was  but  the 
outer  man.  To  those  who  came  to  know  him,  and  to  realize  his 
tenderness  of  heart,  and  his  almost  impulsive  generosity  in 
thought  and  act,  this  first  impression  was  obliterated,  and  he 
became  not  only  the  object  of  affectionate  regard,  but,  what  is 
far  rarer,  there  was  coupled  with  the  affection  a  profound 
*  respect,  akin  to  reverence.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how  often 
in  his  addresses  he  referred  to  the  matter  of  deportment;  he 
alluded  to  it  time  and  again,  always  from  the  same  point  of 


98  Proceedings  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

view ;  that  it  was  inherited,  born  with  one,  a  part  of  his  indi- 
viduality, as  much  as  one's  form  and  countenance  were.  He 
had  a  host  of  friends,  fast  friends  in  all  walks  and  conditions 
in  life,  ardent  and  loving  admirers.  When  once  he  became 
convinced  that  his  client's  cause  was  just,  it  enlisted  all  his 
enthusiasm  and  all  his  powers,  and  his  manifest  sympathy 
was  such  that  his  clients  became  devoted  to  him.  Few  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar,  if  any,  consecrated  more  of  their  time  and 
talents  to  the  championing  of  the  causes  of  the  poor  and  op- 
pressed, without  reward,  gain  or  the  hope  thereof,  save  the 
gratitude  of  those  served  and  the  approval  of  conscience.  The 
word  chivalrous — brought  into  our  speech  from  the  days  of 
knighthood — aptly  characterizes  Mr.  Parker's  conduct  toward 
his  professional  brethren,  his  clients  and  all  others  whom  he 
served  by  word  or  deed.  Generosity  toward  those  who  were  in 
need  of  help;  tenderness  toward  the  weak;  loyalty  to  the 
right,  as  he  saw  it,  but  indignation,  fierce  and  uncompromising, 
where  he  discerned  or  suspected  injustice,  oppression  or 
chicanery :  these  virtues  won  him  stanch  friends,  but  they 
brought  misunderstandings  and  misinterpretations.  If,  in  his 
t  conscientious  ardor,  he  misjudged  or  was  unjust,  he  was  quick 
to  admit  the  error  and  make  amends ;  if  his  conscience  was  free 
of  offense,  then  he  silently  and  serenely  awaited  the  judgment 
of  the  future. 

So  he  practiced  his  profession  and  was  a  conspicuous  and 
public-spirited  citizen  in  this  community  for  nearly  seventy 
years.  His  death,  on  July  29,  1907,  came  because,  in  the  per- 
formance of  what  he  considered  a  duty,  he  exposed  himself 
unduly  to  the  summer  heat.  His  devoted  wife  passed  beyond 
only  a  few  months  before  him. 

State  and  County  Bar  Associations  paid  their  tributes  of  ad- 
miration for  his  conspicuous  and  inspiring  career,  and  of  re- 
spect for  the  man.  It  may  be  truly  said,  we  think,  that  no 
member  of  the  Bar  of  the  State,  in  his  generation,  and  prob- 
ably no  member  of  the  Bar  in  the  history  of  the  State,  has 
had  as  great  an  influence  in  inspiring  lofty  professional  ideals. 

He  was  endowed  with  a  deep  religious  nature.  lie  worship- 
ped the  God  of  his  Fathers  after  the  manner  of  his  ancestry, 
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and,  when  he  adopted  this  City  as  his  home,  became  a  member 
of  Trinity,  and  served  the  Church  of  his  love  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  Sunday  School  superintendent — a  delight- 
ful duty,  because  of  his  affection  for  children — and  as  Vestry- 
man and  Warden.  He  represented  the  Parish  for  nearly  half 
a  century  in  the  Diocesan  Council,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  as  Senior  Deputy  to  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Church. 

His  religion  was  practical  and  self-sacrificing.  Thus,  when 
he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, finding  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  religious  ser- 
vices for  the  patients,  he  prepared  a  brief  manual  of  worship, 
including  a  selection  of  hymns,  had  it  printed  and  sent  a 
request  to  all  the  clergy  of  the  Christian  denominations  in  the 
City,  asking  them  to  arrange  to  make  brief  addresses  in  turn 
at  the  services  at  the  Hospital,  which,  for  nearly  ten  years, 
he  conducted  at  half -past  nine  o'clock  on  Sabbath  mornings. 

He  was  not  "addicted  to  piety"  (to  use  an  expressive  phrase 
>  of  Trollope's)  ;  cant  in  attitude  or  phrase  was  most  repellant 
to  him.  One  entitled  to  speak  of  his  religious  character  has 
said:  "Mr.  Parker's  interest  in  religion  was  very  definite  and 
very  intense.  His  was  not  that  formal  respect  for  the  Church 
and  for  religion,  of  a  somewhat  patronizing  character,  which 
so  many  men  in  high  position  are  disposed  to  show.  There 
was  something  child-like,  simple,  and  direct  in  his  faith  and 
religious  life.  He  always  acted  and  spoke  as  if  an  interest  in 
the  Church  and  religion  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world,  and  to  be  assumed,  of  course,  as  the  attitude  of  every 
right-minded  and  thoughtful  man.  His  religion  had  steadi- 
ness, depth  and  strength,  which  nothing  could  disturb."  His 
faith  was  the  devout  faith  of  the  Fathers;  he  not  only  had 
no  sympathy  with  newer  views,  but  considered  them  danger- 
ous to  genuine  religious  life.  He  believed  thoroughly  in  a  tol- 
erant Christianity,  and  eloquently  gloried  in  the  freedom  of 
conscience  in  matters  of  religion,  both  in  his  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
address,  at  Rutgers,  and  in  his  address  at  the  Wyclif  celebra- 
tion. To  him  the  open  Bible  was  the  Hope  of  the  Ages.  In 
his  address,  "Sir  Matthew  Hale — The  Lawyer's  Best  Kxemp- 
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lar,"  he  referred  to  Hale  as  "a  Christian,  not  a  mere  religionist 
.  .  .  .  a  living  rebuke  to  hypocrites  and  fanatics."  These, 
his  own  words,  can  be  applied  most  fittingly  to  Mr.  Parker. 
Chancellor  Magie,  at  the  Memorial  Services  at  Trinity  Church, 
furnished  the  key  to  Mr.  Parker's  character  and  life,  when  he 
said :  "In  my  judgment  Mr.  Parker  attained  the  position  of 
influence  and  power,  which  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  be- 
cause he  recognized  a  personal  God,  to  whom  he  was  respon- 
sible, and  believed  that  in  performing  his  duty  to  his  fellow- 
men  in  his  professional  life,  he  was  doing  his  duty  to  God." 

Mr.  Parker's  high  achievements  in  his  profession,  his  import- 
ant civic  services  during  his  long  life — worthy  as  they  are  of 
memorial — are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  influence  of  his 
character,  both  in  his  profession  and  in  the  community.  It  is 
the  memory  of  the  man,  not  what  he  did,  that  is  the  treasure. 
He  was  a  distinguished  lawyer,  a  fearless  and  eloquent  advo- 
cate, zealous  in  the  service  of  the  community  and  the  State, 
but,  above  all,  he  was  a  Christian  gentleman,  so  well  described 
in  the  quaint  language  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney — "One  who  has 
high-erected  thoughts  seated  in  a  heart  of  courtesy." 


Appendix  A — Lineage  of  Cortlandt  Parker 
Elisha  Parker,  the  first   representative  of  the   family  in  America, 
came  from  Kent  and  settled  first  at  Barnstable,  Mass. ;    m.,  15th  July, 
1657,   Elizabeth   Hinckley,  b.   16th  July,   1635,  sister  of   Gov.   Thomas 
Hinckley. 

Issue 
I.  Thomas,  b.  15th  May,  1658. 
II.  Elisha,  b.  circa  Nov.,  1660;    d.  30th  June,  1717. 

III.  Sarah,  b.  May,   1662. 

IV.  Samuel,  b.  1st  Mar.,  1669;    d.  27th  Dec,  1872. 

V.  Mary,  b.  3d  Dec,  1672;    m.,  27th  Nov.,  1691,  Daniel  Robbins. 

VI.  Samuel,  b.  1st  June,  1674. 

Elisha  Parker  (II),  of  Woodbridge,  N.  J.,  b.  circa  Nov.,  1660;  d. 
30th  June,  1717.  He  is  described  by  Governor  Hunter  as  an  old  planter, 
a  very  large  trader  and  owner  of  the  best  estate  in  the  place.  ]\c  was 
Captain  of  the  Provincial  Troops,  Middlesex  County,  1707;  Member 
of  'Assembly,  I7c8-'i0,  and  member  of  the  King's  Council,  Province  01 
East  Jersey,  I7i3-'i7;  m.  (first),  26th  March,  1691,  Hannah  Rolph,  b 
5th  Feb.,  1672;  d.  14th  Oct.,  1696;  m.  (second),  Ursula  Craig  (o« 
Crage). 
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Issue   by   1st  Marriage 

I.  Elizabeth,  b.  23d  Dec,  1691 ;    d.  13th  Mar.,  1692. 
II.  John,  b.  12th  Nov.,  1693;   d.  1732. 

Issue  by  2d  Marriage 
I.  Elizabeth,  b.  1609. 
II.  Ursula. 

III.  Mary. 

IV.  Elisha,  b.  1704;  d.  1727. 

John  Parker  (II),  b.  1693;  d.  1732.  Commissioned  Captain  Mid- 
dlesex County  Provincial  Troops,  1715;  Mayor  of  Perth  Amboy,  1726; 
Member  of  King's  Council,  East  Jersey,  i7i8-'32;  one  of  the  Judges 
in  Special  Court  to  try  pirates,  1718;  Chairman  Committee  on  Ordin- 
ance to  Regulate  Court  of  Judicature,  1724.  Several  times  chairman 
Committee  to  Regular  Expenditure  of  Public  Moneys.  Member  of 
New  Jersey  Bar.  He  m.,  at  Perth  Amboy,  16th  Sept.,  1721,  Janet 
Johnstone,  b.  7th  Apr.,  1699;  d.  16th  Feb.,  1741 ;  dau.  of  Dr.  John  John- 
stone. 

I.  John,  b.  1722;    d.  30th  Apr.,  1725. 
II.  Elisha,  b.  1724;    d.  14th  Mar.,  1757  (?)   (as  to  whom,  see  Esther 
Singleton's  "Social  New  York  under  the  Georges,"  pp.  73,  302,  340). 

III.  James,  b.  29th  Jan.,  1725;    d.  4th  Oct.,  1797. 

IV.  Mary,  b.  27th  Oct.  1727;    d.  25th  Feb.,  1813. 

V.  John,  b.  7th  Nov.,  1729;   d.  15th  Feb.,  1762;   Captain  and  Colonel 
in  French  War  of  i755-'56. 
VI.  Lewis  Johnstone,  b.  9th  Dec,  1731 ;    d.  2d  Feb.,  1760. 

James  Parker  (III),  b.  in  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  29th  Jan.,  1725;  d. 
4th  Oct.,  1797.  On  Aug.,  1746,  embarked  for  northern  frontier  as 
Captain  of  one  of  the  six  New  Jersey  Companies  for  the  expedition 
against  the  French.  Afterwards  in  mercantile  business  in  New  York 
with  Beverly  Robinson,  and  engaged  in  West  India  trade.  Appointed 
member  of  King's  Council,  Oct.,  1764,  under  Governor  Franklin,  vice 
Chief  Justice  Norrice,  deceased.  Mayor  of  Perth  Amboy,  1771.  Sug- 
gested as  delegate  to  Provincial  Congress,  Apr..  1775,  but  did  not 
serve,  being  Loyalist  in  feeling.  Moved  to  Hunterdon  County  in  1775: 
confined  in  Morristown  as  a  political  prisoner,  1777.  Member  Board 
of  Proprietors  of  East  Jersey,  1751,  and  for  many  years  thereafter; 
Vice-President  of  Board,  1762;  President  of  Board,  1762^63;  m., 
13th  Feb.,  1763,  Gertrude  Skinner  MacGregor,  b.  27th  Aug.,  1739;  d. 
10th  Feb.,  1811;  dau.  of  Rev.  William  Skinner  MacGregor,  Rector  of 
St  Peter's  Church,  Perth  Amboy,  who  d.   1758. 

Issue 

* 

I.  John,  b.  14th  Nov.,  1763;  d.  nth  Oct.,  1801;  m.  Ann(  dau.  of 
John  Lawrence. 
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II.  Elizabeth,  b.  16th  Aug.,  1765;    d.  28th  Oct.,  1821,  unm. 

III.  Janet,  b.  27th  Dec.,  1766;    d.  Dec,  1804;    m.  Edward  Brinley. 

IV.  Gertrude,  b.  15th  Jan.,  1770;    d.  nth  Apr.,  1856,  in  Perth  Arr.- 
boy. 

V.  Susan,  b.  4th  Dec,  1772;   d.  23d  Apr.,  1849,  unm. 

VI.  Maria,  b.  29th  Sept.,  1771 ;    d.  s.  p.,  14th  Oct.,  1798;    m.  Andrew 
Smyth. 

VII.  William,  b.  19th  Apr.,  1775;    d.  Oct.,  1783. 

VIII.  James,  b.  3d  Mar.,  1776;    d.  1st  Apr.,  1868. 

IX.  Catharine  Montgomery,  b.  31st  Jan.,  1778;    d.  2d  Feb.,  1863; 
m.  James  Hude  Kearny. 

X.  Cortlandt   Lewis,   b.    15th   Jan.,    1781 ;    d.    12th   Feb.,    1826,  in 
Curacao;    m.  Elizabeth  Gouverneur. 

James  Parker  (VIII),  b.  at  "Shipley,"  his  father's  farm  in  Hunter- 
don County,  3d  Mar.,  1776;    d.  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  1st  Apr.,  186S 
Graduated    at    Columbia    College    1793.      Engaged    in    mercantile   pur- 
suits   in    New   York,    1797,    when    his    father    d.    and    he    returned   t ) 
the   family   home   in   Perth   Amboy.     Member   of   Assembly,    i8o6-'u 
i8i5-'i9,    i827-'28.     Author   of   legislation   establishing   State   fund   for 
support  of  public  schools;    of  Act  providing  for  partition  sales  of  real 
estate;    of  Act  providing  for  commissioners  of  deeds;    of  Act  authi  r- 
izirig  aliens  to  hold  real  estate;   of  Act  prohibiting  exportation  of  slave? 
from  New  Jersey,  1818.     Chief  promoter  of  the  Delaware  and  Rariun 
Canal.     Commissioner  to  settle  boundary  between  New  Jersey  and  Xev 
York.     Register  Board  of  Proprietors  of  East  Jersey  for  many  years 
Member  of  Congress,  i832-*36.     Member  of  New  Jersey  Constituti 
Convention,   1844.     Trustee  of  Rutgers  College,  and  of  the  College  1  ■ 
New   Jersey.     President   of    New    Jersey    Historical    Society.     He    m 
(first),  5th  Jan.,  1803,  at  Philadelphia,  Bishop  White  officiating.  Pent 
lope  Butler,  dau.  of  Anthony  Butler;    m.    (second),  20th  Sept..   18.7. 
Catherine  Morris  Ogden,  dau.  of  Col.  Samuel  Ogden,  of  Newark,  N   J 
Issue   by    1st  Marriage 
I.  James,  b.  5th  May,  1804 ;    d.  2d  Mar.,  1805. 
II.  James  (second),  b.  24th  Oct.,  1805;  d.  *2  July,  1861;  m.  A:  • 
Forbes. 

III.  William,  b.  18th  July,  1807;    d.  24th  Sept.,  1868;    m.  Lucy  A 
Whitewell,  of  Boston. 

IV.  Margaret   Elizabeth,   b.    14th   July,    1809;     d.    14th    Aug..    188 
m.  William  A.  Whitehead. 

V.  Gertrude,  b.  6th  Aug.,  181 1;    d.  17th  Mar.,  1828. 

VI.  Penelope,  b.  6th  July,   1813;    d.  2d  Jan..   1S17. 

VII.  Sarah  Coats  Levy,  h.  4th  July,  1816;    d.  21st  Apr.,  1842.  W>" 
•VIII.  John   Cortlandt,  b.  27th  June.   1818;    d.  29th  July.   1007. 
IX.  Penelope,  b.  7th  Sept.,  1820;    d.  14th  Mar.,  1856;  m.  20th  M*l 
1855,  Edward  Dunham,  of   Brooklyn. 
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John  Coktlandt  Parker  (VIII,  known  throughout  his  business  life 
as  Cortlandt  Parker),  b.  27th  June,  1818,  at  Perth  Amboy;  d.  29th 
July,  1907,  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  (and  subject  of  foregoing  address)  ;  m., 
at  Morristown,  N.  J.,  15th  Sept.,  1847,  Elisabeth  Wolcott  Stites,  b.  at 
Savannah,  Ga.,  nth  Apr.,  1827;  d.  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  1st  Jan.,  1907, 
(dau.  of  Richard  Wayne  Stites,  b.  24th  Nov.,  1802,  d.  7th  July,  1877, 
m.  31st  Aug.,  1824,  Elizabeth  Cooke.  He  was  the  son  of  Richard  Mont- 
gomery and  Mary  (Wayne)  Stites.  Richard  Montgomery  Stites  was 
the  son  of  Richard  Stites,  wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Long  Island,  d. 
Sept.,  1776,  descended  from  John  Stites,  b.  in  England,  1595;  d.  in 
Hempstead,  L.  I.,   1717,  setat.   122  years). 

Appendix  B — Maternal  Ancestry  of  Cortlandt  Parker 

Mr.  Parker's  mother  was  Penelope  Butler,  born  Mar.  3,  1785,  died 
July  25,  1823,  when  he  was  only  5  years  old.  A  miniature  of  her  still  in 
possession  of  the  family,  and  made  evidently  about  the  time  of  her 
marriage  in  1803,  shows  her  as  a  young  girl  of  much  beauty  and  charm, 
and  in  this  manner  she  is  alluded  to  in  a  contemporary  letter  of  James 
Parker's  sister  Elizabeth,  dated  in  1801.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Anthony  Butler,  son  of  James  and  Penelope  Butler,  born  about  1758, 
and  who  came  to  Philadelphia  in  1773  to  seek  his  fortune.  He  entered 
the  employ  of  Mr.  (afterwards  General)  Thomas  Mifflin,  and  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution  took  the  side  of  the  Colonists,  much  to  the 
chagrin  of  his  mother,  his  father  having  died  in  1774.  She  wrote  him 
to  come  back  to  England  but  he  refused.  There  is  no  record  in  the 
family  of  his  military  service,  but  it  is  likely  that  he  served  as  a 
subordinate  of  Gen.  Mifflin,  who  was  Quartermaster-General.  In  1780 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Coates,  daughter  of  Col.  William  Coates. 
of  a  prominent  Philadelphia  family.  Coates  was  a  member  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  1778,  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1776, 
fought  as  Lieut.-Colonel  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton,  and  was  later 
taken  prisoner  and  exchanged. 

Anthony  Butler  seems  to  have  made  a  considerable  fortune  in  early 
middle  life  as  a  merchant  in  Philadelphia.  He  owned  and  chartered 
shipping,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  French  spoliations  at  the  end  of  the 
18th  Century  seems  to  have  been  a  wealthy  man.  He  had  a  house  in 
Perth  Amboy,  where  his  daughter  met  James  Parker.  The  spoliations 
bankrupted  Butler,  who  never  recovered   financially. 

There  was  a  strong  strain  of  music  in  the  Butler  family,  which  fam- 
ily was  probably  of  Irish  origin.  James  Butler,  father  of  Anthony,  was 
organist  and  choirmaster  of  St.  Margaret's  Churcl  ,  Westminster,  and 
his  son,  Thomas  Hamlcy  Butler,  brother  of  Anthony,  showed  such 
promise  in  music  that  his  father  took  hiin  to  Naples  to  study  under 
Picini.  The  father  never  returned;  he  was  taken  ill  on  the  way  and 
died,  and  is  said  to  have  been  buried  in  Rome.     Thomas  llamley  But- 
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ler  became  a  composer  of  some  note,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  musicai 
cyclopedias,  but  his  compositions  are  now  forgotten. 

James  Parker,  the  father  of  James  and  grandfather  of  Cortland: 
Parker,  married,  Feb.  13,  1763,  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Skinner,  Rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Perth  Amboy.  This  marriage 
brought  an  infusion  of  Scotch  and  Dutch  blood.  Mr.  Skinner  was 
one  of  the  leading  family  of  the  Clan  MacGregor  (family  name,  Mur- 
ray) and  an  intimate  of  Lord  Balmerino.  Participation  in  the  Jacobite 
rebellion  of  1715  nearly  cost  him  his  head,  and  he  was  required  to  take 
another  name,  assuming  that  of  Skinner.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Aberdeen.  Having  come  to  this  country  after  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion,  he  determined  to  enter  the  ministry  and  re- 
turned to  England,  where  he  was  admitted  to  orders,  and  came  to  Perth 
Amboy  as  missionary  sent  by  the  Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  Foreign  Parts.  When  St.  Peter's  became  a  parish,  he  continued 
as  its  rector.  One  of  his  sons,  Cortlandt,  was  the  last  Attorney-Gen- 
eral of  New  Jersey  under  the  Crown  and  commanded  "Skinner's  Bri- 
gade" on  the  Royal  side  in  the  Revolution.  (See,  generally,  White- 
head's "History  of  Perth  Amboy").  After  the  peace  he  went  to  Eng- 
land and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  One  of  the  daughters 
of  General  Skinner,  who  was  wife  of  Gen.  Sir  James  Nugent,  tells  in 
her  diary  (published  in  book  form)  of  a  visit  to  the  home  of  her  ances- 
tors in  Scotland  and  of  being  entertained  by  the  Murrays,  in  whose 
house,  among  the  family  portraits,  was  one  of  her  father;  also  of  see- 
ing her  pedigree  in  two  places  in  Edinburgh. 

The  Dutch  strain  comes  from  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner's  wife  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  Mayor  of  New  York  and  one  oi 
the  family  of  Van  Cortlandt  Manor.  Her  pedigree  seems  to  be  pure 
Dutch.  Her  mother  was  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Philip  Schuyler  oi 
Rensselaerwyck ;  her  grandmother  Van  Cortlandt  was  named  Annetje 
Lockermans,  and  her  grandmother  Schuyler  was  daughter  of  Brant 
Arentse  Van  Slichtenhorst,  manager  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  estates. 

Going  back  one  more  generation  in  the  Parker  line,  John  Parker 
(1693-1732),  father  of  the  first  James,  married  Janet  Johnstone.  The 
romance  of  her  parents  is  told  in  Whitehead's  wellknown  book  0" 
Perth  Amboy.  Her  mother  was  Eupham  Scot,  daughter  of  George 
Scot  of  Pitlochrie,  an  original  grantee  of  the  Proprietors.  He  and  his 
wife,  with  many  others,  to  escape  religious  persecution,  sailed  from 
Leith  in  1685  on  the  ill-fated  "Henry  and  Francis."  Their  daughter 
was  with  them,  and  in  the  ship's  company  was  Dr.  John  Johnstone,  oi 
Edinburgh.  Fever  broke  out  on  the  voyage  and  many  died,  inctu 
George  Scot  and  his  wile.  Eupham  married  Dr.  Johnstone,  either  on 
tJie  voyage  or  after  landing,  more  likely  the  latter.  He  held  m»ni 
public  oflices,  among  them  those  of  Mayor  of  New  York,  member  0J 
the  King's  Council  and  later  of  the  Governor's  Council.  He  died 
1732,  deeply  regretted. 
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Elisha  (1660-1717),  father  of  John,  married  Hannah  Rolph,  of  whose 
people  nothing  is  known  except  that  they  were  of  Nantucket,  Newbury- 
port  and  perhaps  Cambridge. 

Elisha  1st  married,  in  1657,  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Governor  Hinckley, 
of  Massachusetts. 


Appendix  C — Partial  List  of  Public  Addresses  Delivered 
by  Cortlandt  Parker 

1844.  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Theodore  Frelinghuy- 
sen  (candidate  for  Vice-President  of  U.  S.).  Published 
anonymously  as  a  campaign  document.  (Copy  in  library  of  N. 
J.  Historical  Society.  Authorship  noted  in  handwriting  of  W. 
A.  Whitehead). 

1853.  Address  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  Rutgers  College,  July 
23,  1853.     (Copy  in  library  of  N.  J.  Historical  Society). 

1862.  The  Moral  Guilt  of  the  Rebellion.  Oration  at  Newton,  N.  J., 
July  4,  1862.     (Copy  in  library  of  N.  J.  Historical  Society). 

1865.  Our  Triumph  and  our  New  Duties.  Oration  at  Bloomfield,  N. 
J.,  July  4,  1865.     (Copy  in  library  of  N.  J.  Historical  Society). 

1870.  New  Jersey:  Her  Present  and  Future.  Address  before  Tren- 
ton Board  of  Trade,  Feb.  9,  1870.  (In  bound  volume  at  New- 
ark Public   Library). 

1872.  Abraham  Lincoln.  Address  before  Lincoln  Post,  No.  11,  G.  A. 
R.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  June  26,  1872.  (Copy  in  library  of  N.  J. 
Historical  Society). 

1874.  Inaugural  Address  as  President  of  the  Newark  Bar  and  Law 
Library  Association,  June  4,  1874.  (In  bound  volume  at 
Newark  Public  Library). 

1876.  The  Open  Bible;  or  Tolerant  Christianity  the  Source  and  Se- 
curity of  American  Freedom  and  Progress.  Address  before 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Rutgers  College,  New  Bruns- 
wick, N.  J.,  June  20,  1876.  (Copy  in  library  of  N.  J.  Historical 
Soq'ety). 

1880.  Alexander  Hamilton  and  William  Paterson.  Annual  Address 
before  the  American  Bar  Association,  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  18,  1880.  (In  bound  volume  at  Newark  Public 
Library ;  also  printed  in  Vol.  4,  N.  J.  Law  Journal,  p.  4,  and 
in  annual  report  of  American  Bar  Association) 

1880.  Address  at  Wyclif  Semi-millennial  celebration,  Academy  of 
Music,  New  York  City,  December  2,  i83o.  (Copy  in  library  of 
N.  J.  Historical  Society). 

1880.  Philip  Kearny,  Soldier  and  Patriot.  Address  on  the  occasion 
of  the  unveiling  of  the  Kearny  Statue,  Military  Park,  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  Dec.  28,  18S0.     (Printed  in  Newark  "Daily  Adver- 
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tiser"  of  that  date.  Copy  in  library  of  N.  J.  Historical  So- 
ciety). 

1881.  Suggestions  to  Young  Lawyers.  Address  before  the  graduat- 
ing class  of  Columbia  College  Law  School,  May,  1881.  Re- 
peated at  Put-in-Bay,  Ohio,  July  18,  1895.  (In  bound  volume 
at  Newark  Public  Library). 

1884.  Address  at  dedication  of  Memorial  to  General  Grant,  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J.,  Aug.  12,  1884.  (In  bound  volume  at  Newark 
Public  Library). 

1884.  Address  at  Bi-centennial  Celebration  of  the  Board  of  American 
Proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey,  Perth  Amboy,  Nov.  25,  1884. 
(Copy  in  library  of  N.  J.  Historical  Society;  also  bound  in 
volume  of  addresses  at  Newark  Public  Library). 

1886.  Address  in  Music  Hall,  Orange,  N.  J.,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Citizen's  Law  and  Order  League  of  the  Oranges,  December 
16,  1886.     (In  bound  volume  at  Newark  Public  Library). 

1889.  Address  before  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Or- 
ange, N.  J.,  June  12,  1889.  (In  bound  volume  at  Newark 
Public  Library). 

1889.  Address  at  opening  exercises  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Oct.  16,  1889.  (In  bound  volume  at  Newark 
Public  Library). 

1893.  Mr.  Justice  Bradley  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Ad- 
dress before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  January  24. 
1893.     (Printed  in  the  "Proceedings"  of  the  Society). 

1896.  Sir  Matthew  Hale:  The  Lawyer's  Best  Exemplar.  Address  be- 
fore Pennsylvania  Bar  Association,  second  annual  meeting, 
Bedford  Springs,  Pa.,  July  9,  1806.  Printed  in  Annual  Report 
of  the  Association,  pp.  191  et  seq. 
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SOME  NOTED  JERSEYMEN  OF  OTHER  STATES 

I.    HON.  JOHN  MACPIIERSON  BERRIEN 

It  is  well  known  that  New  Jersey  has  supplied  to  other  States 
some  notable  men — Congressmen,  Judges,  physicians,  lawyers 
and  others.     Many  such  have  had  their  memories  enshrined  in 
ample  biographies,  which  are  accessible  in  every  large  libran 
But  there  are  others  about  whom  little  can  be  found,  either  M 
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the  various  American  encyclopedias  or  in  any  New  Jersey  his- 
torical works,  and  it  will  be  our  aim  to  hunt  out  some  of  these 
men  and  state  in  these  pages  such  facts  concerning  them  as 
may  properly  be  published  in  this  magazine. 

We  begin  with  a  man  of  fine  ancestry,  who  made  for  him- 
self a  great  name  in  the  sunny  South,  as  lawyer,  jurist  and 
statesman. 

The  Berrien  family  were  of  Huguenot  stock.  The  tradition 
is — as  in  so  many  families — that  two  brothers  came  over  to  this 
country  from  Holland,  to  which  land  their  ancestors  had  fied 
from  France  on  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  Cor- 
nells Jansen  Berrien  is  the  only  one,  however,  of  whom  there 
seems  to  be  a  trace  in  the  early  New  Amsterdam  or  New  York 
City  records.  He  resided  at  Flatbush  from  before  1670  until 
1685,  when  he  removed  to  Newtown,  L.  I.,  where  he  died  in 
1689.  His  first  wife,  Jannetje,  was  a  daughter  of  Jan  Strycker, 
the  ancestor  of  the  Stryker,  Striker,  etc.,  families  of  New  Jer- 
sey. 

Pieter,  an  early  son  of  Cornelis  and  Jannetje,  and  a  surveyor, 
was  born  in  1672,  and  married,  in  1706,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Edsall,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  East  Jersey.  One 
of  Pieter's  children  was  Judge  John  Berrien,  of  Rocky  Hill, 
N.  J.,  born  in  171 1,  whose  history  has  been  given  in  various 
publications ;  a  merchant,  a  lawyer,  a  graduate  and  trustee  of 
Princeton  College,  a  Colonel,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
(1764  until  his  death),  a  member  of  the  Assembly  (i768-'72) 
etc.  He  died  April  22,  1772,  in  his  61  st  year,  by  accidental 
drowning  in  the  Millstone  river.  His  wife  was  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Eaton,  of  Eatontown.  The  house  in  which 
the  Judge  lived  is  that  in  which  Washington  prepared  his  Fare- 
well Address  to  the  army  (Nov.  2,  1783),  and  is  now  pre- 
served as  a  Headquarters  by  "The  Washington  Headquarters 
Association"  of  Rocky  Hill.  (For  further  facts,  cf.  Riker's 
"Annals  of  Newtown,"  p.  338;  Coll.  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc,  Vol.  9,  p. 
28;  Bergen's  "Early  Settlers  of  Kings  Co.,"  p.  34;  Hageman's 
"Princeton  and  Its  Instit.,"  p.  69;  "Somerset  Co.  Hist.  Quar.," 
Vol.  I,  p.  85,  etc.) 

Judge  Berrien's  son,  John  (oldest  of  fix  children),  known  as 
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"Major  JoTm,"  was  the  father  of  the  John  Macpherson  Berrien 
of  our  sketch.  This  Major  John,  of  whom  we  have  too  few 
particulars,  was  born  about  1760.  After  his  father's  death, 
when  but  fifteen,  he  went  to  Georgia,  but  soon  after  joined  the 
army,  and  served  as  Captain,  and  then  Major,  and  he  was  in 
the  Battle  of  Monmouth.  He  died  at  Savannah  Nov.  6,  1815, 
in  the  56th  year  of  his  age,  a  tablet  to  his  memory  stating  that 
"in  early  youth  he  drew  his  sword  in  defense  of  his  country  and 
served  with  reputation  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  was 
an  upright  citizen  and  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  socio] 
life."  Washington  decorated  him  with  the  "eagle"  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati, a  die  copied  from  which  is  now  used  by  the  Georgia  So- 
ciety of  that  Order  as  its  "eagle."  At  one  time  he  was  treas- 
urer of  Georgia.  This  is  practically  all  the  writer  has  learned 
of  Major  John  Berrien,  except  that  during  the  Revolution  he 
met  in  Philadelphia  a  lady,  Margaret,  sister  of  John  Macpher- 
son (an  aid-de-eamp  of  Gen.  Montgomery,  who  fell  at  Quebec) 
and  also  of  General  William  Macpherson,  and  she  became  his 
wife.  At  the  termination  of  his  military  service  he  went  back 
to  Georgia  to  prepare  a  home  for  his  bride,  but  in  the  mean- 
time she  was  left  at  his  widowed  mother's  house  at  Rocky  Hill. 
And  so  it  came  about  that  the  son,  John  Macpherson  Berrien, 
was  born  in  his  grandfather's  house,  the  now  noted  Washing- 
ton Headquarters,  at  Rocky  Hill,  August  23,  17S1. 

Major  Berrien  sent  his  son  to  the  North  in  due  time  to  beed- 
ucated.  After  the  young  man  had  attended  several  preparatory 
schools  in  New  Jersey  and  New  York  City,  he  entered  Prince- 
ton as  a  mere  lad  in  age  and  graduated  in  1796,  when 
he  was  not  yet  fifteen.  The  same  institution  in  1829  gave  him 
the  degree  of  LL.  D.,  on  which  occasion  he  delivered  an  address 
before  the  literary  societies  of  the  College. 

After  graduation  young  John  M.  returned  to  Georgia  and 
took  up  the  study  of  the  law  with  lion.  Joseph  Clay,  of  Savan- 
nah. Such  was  his  assiduity,  and  such  the  permissive  law  of 
Georgia,  that  before  reaching  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  first  opened  an  office  at  Louisville. 
Jefferson   county,   then   the   State   capitol,   but   later   he   wont 
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to  Savannah,  where  he  resided  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  except 
when  on  official  duties  at  Washington. 

In  November,  1809,  he  was  elected  Solicitor  of  the  Eastern 
District  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  following  year  Judge 
of  the  same  district.  At  this  period  the  judicial  term  was  lim- 
ited to  three  years,  and  Mr.  Berrien  was  elected  four  times  to 
that  office. 

During  a  part  of  the  time  in  which  he  occupied  a  seat  upon 
the  Bench,  war  existed  between  England  and  the  United 
States.  With  a  regiment  of  volunteer  cavalry  under  his  com- 
mand, he  performed  a  short  tour  of  service  at  Darien,  while 
the  British  forces  were  upon  the  Island  of  St.  Simons,  and  in 
the  adjacent  waters,  but  did  not  come  in  contact  with  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Berrien  resigned  his  office  as  Judge  in  the  second  year 
of  his  fourth  term  (in  1822),  and  returned  to  the  practice  of 
law,  which  soon  became  very  extensive.  In  this  same  year. 
1822,  and  in  1823  he  represented  the  county  of  Chatham  in 
the  State  Senate,  and,  as  the  journals  of  that  body  show,  with 
great  assiduity  and  ability.  A  wider  field,  however,  for  the 
exercise  of  his  talents  was  reserved  for  him,  viz :  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  to  which  he  was  transferred  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  Georgia  in  1824;  he  took  his  seat  in  that  body  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1825.  During  the  period  of  his  Senatorial 
term,  there  was  not  a  subject  of  general  interest  upon  which 
he  did  not  display  a  wide  knowledge.  His  speeches  before  the 
Senate  were  always  listened  to  with  attention,  and  acquired  for 
him  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  gifted  orators  and 
able  statesmen  in  our  country.  His  address  on  the  Oregon 
Territorial  bill  at  a  later  period  was  considered  one  of  the 
ablest  expositions  given  in  Congress  of  the  constitutional  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  subject  of  Slavery. 

In  1829  Mr.  Berrien  received  the  appointment  of  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States,  in  Jackson's  Cabinet,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  For  this 
office  his  legal  attainments  eminently  qualified  him,  but.  owing 
to  a  want  of  concert  in  President  Jackson's  Cabinet,  he  re- 
signed his  office  in  1831  and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
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fession  in  Savannah,  and  continued  in  it  until  1841.     Dun: 
the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson,  the  appointment  of  Minis- 
ter to  Great  Britain  was  tendered  to  him.     He  was  induce 
however,  by  the  advice  of  friends,  to  decline  it,  on  account  c: 
the  meagre  salary  attached  to  the  office,  and  the  appointing  : 
was  subsequently  offered  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  accepted  i: 

In  1840  Mr.  Berrien  was  again  elected  to  the  Senate  of  tl 
United  States,  and  took  his  seat  on  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

At  the  session  of  the  Georgia  Legislature  in  1841,  a  series 
of  resolutions  were  passed  disapproving  of  Judge  Berrien's 
political  course  on  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  distribi: 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  the  bankrupt  law,  and  a 
protective  tariff,  and  instructing  him  to  vote  against  these 
measures.  On  receiving  the  resolutions  he  issued  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Georgia,  in  which,  after  discussing  various 
political  issues,  he  entered  into  a  full  consideration  of  the  doc- 
trine of  legislative  instructions,  which  he  deemed  a  usurpatk  n 
of  power  equally  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of  his  State 
and  of  the  United  States.  Of  this  address,  Judge  Story,  in  ;;. 
letter  to  its  author,  dated  14th  of  February,  1843,  spoke  as 
follows : 

"I  have  read  your  address  with  unfeigned  satisfaction.  It 
was  in  every  respect  worthy  of  yourself  and  your  principles: 
and  I  heartily  concur  in  your  powerful,  and  in  my  judgment, 
conclusive  reasoning  upon  all  the  topics  which  you  have  di>- 
cussed.  Your  argument  upon  what  is  called  the  'right  ( 1 
instruction,'  is  exceedingly  cogent,  and  as  I  think  unanswer- 
able. If  ever  my  work  on  the  Constitution  shall  reach  another 
edition,  I  mean  to  extract  the  passage,  and  use  it  in  that  work. 

The  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1843  reversed  the  action 
of  its  predecessor,  by  the  passage  of  resolutions  in  the  highest 
degree  complimentary  to  him  as  a  man,  and  to  his  course  as  ■ 
statesman.  Thus  sustained  by  the  Legislature  and  people  ot 
Georgia,  Judge  Berrien  continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and  in  1847  Nvas  elected 
for  another  term  of  four  years,  which  would  have  terminated 
oi\  the  4th  of  March,  1853;  but  he  resigned  his  seat  in  May. 
1852,  and  retired  to  private  life. 

After  his  resignation,  Judge  Berrien  remained  in  retirement 
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to  the  time  of  his  decease,  occasionally  appearing  in  the  Courts 
as  assistant  counsel  and  at  public  meetings  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Savannah — unreserved  at  all  times  in  the  expression 
of  his  political  sentiments,  yet  taking  no  active  part  in  the 
strife  of  parties. 

He  had  long  been  a  worthy  member  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  in  its  State  and  general  conventions  always 
acted  a  prominent  part,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  his  political  associations,  Judge  Berrien  belonged  to  the 
Republican  party ;  with  Clay  and  others  he  united  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Whig  party,  to  which  he  remained  faithful  till 
the  day  it  expired.  In  the  great  Union  struggle  of  later  years, 
he  identified  himself  fully  with  no  political  division ;  not  with 
the  Southern  Rights  party,  because  he  disapproved  their  rem- 
edy for  the  then  existing  grievances ;  nor  with  his  Union 
friends,  for  he  was  opposed  to  silent  acquiescence  in  one  of  the 
measures  of  that  day.  Later,  approving  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  American  party,  he  fully  identified  himself  with 
it,  and  the  last  act  of  his  political  life  was  to  give  them  his 
sanction  by  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  a  convention 
of  that  party. 

His  attendance  at  this  "American"  party  convention  is  espec- 
ially interesting,  as  he  was  then  a  very  sick  man,  and  it  proved 
how  indefatigable  and  determined  he  was  to  keep  in  touch  with 
national  affairs  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  had  a  depressing  and 
really  fatal  kidney  trouble,  but,  being  a  delegate  from  his  coun- 
ty he  determined  to  go  to  Milledgeville,  full  150  miles  away 
from  Savannah,  and  sit  in  the  convention.  On  reaching  there 
he  was  compelled  to  take  his  bed.  At  the  morning  session  he 
was  unanimously  chosen  President.  In  the  afternoon,  when 
told  of  this,  though  under  great  pain  he  went  to  the  meeting, 
presided  over  its  deliberations  and  made  an  eloquent  address. 
Returning  to  Savannah  he  again  took  immediately  to  bed,  and 
in  a  brief  time  passed  to  his  rest. 

One  who  knew  the  Judge  well  wrote  of  him  immediately 
after  his  death : 

"In  his  private  relations  Judge  Berrien  was  an  example 
worthy  of   all  imitation.     Polished,  and  even  courtly,  in  his 
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manners,  amiable  and  sincere  in  his  friendships,  upright  and 
rigidly  just  in  all  his  dealings,  he  presented  a  character  that  all 
could  respect  and  admire.  Around  the  domestic  hearth  he  was 
the  "centre  of  a  charmed  circle."  He  was  a  kind  and  doting 
father  of  a  numerous  offspring,  and  a  model  of  a  husband. 
Whether  at  home  or  abroad,  at  leisure  or  absorbed  in  the  du- 
ties of  the  public  service,  they  were  never  absent  from  his  mind. 
We  may  mention  as  an  instance  of  his  kind  attentions,  that 
while  in  Washington  and  his  wife  in  Savannah,  he  had  a  stated 
period  of  every  day  to  indite  her  some  token  of  remembrance, 
and  this  habit  was  never  interfered  with  unless  engaged  him- 
self in  addressing  the  Senate." 

fc5*  fc5*  t<5*  ^r> 

LAFAYETTE  IN  NEW  BRUNSWICK  IN  1824 

On  the  occasion  of  General  Lafayette's  visit  to  America  in 
1824,  he  was  welcomed  by  crowds  of  admirers  and  local  officials 
at  Newark,  Elizabeth,  Rahway,  New  Brunswick,  Bordentown 
and  elsewhere,  both  in  this  and  in  other  States.  A  full  account 
of  all  the  receptions  tendered  to  him  in  New  Jersey  would  make 
a  volume.  The  following,  however,  is  a  sample  of  the  whole — 
his  reception  at  New  Brunswick ;  and  we  select  it  because  no- 
where else  were  there  more  enthusiasm  and  general  affection 
shown.  There,  as  elsewhere,  besides  thousands  of  plain  citi- 
zens, many  old  soldiers,  who  remembered  him  at  Brandywir.e 
and  Valley  Forge,  greeted  him  almost  with  tears. 

The  General  landed  at  New  York  on  August  15,  1824.  Only 
five  days  later  the  Common  Council  of  New  Brunswick  adopted 
these  resolutions : 

"Whereas,  the  members  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
Brunswick  have  learned  that  Gen.  Lafayette  has  lately  arrived 
in  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  wc  esteem  it  one  of  the 
first  duties  of  a  free  people  to  evince  a  proper  sense  of  gratitude 
towards  those  who  have  devoted  their  lives  and  fortunes  • 
securing  the  blessings  of  independence;  therefore,  resolved. 
tljat 

"i,  Entertaining  as  we  do  a  high  sense  of  the  worth  and  ser- 
vices of  Gen.  Lafayette  as  one  of  the  early  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  as  the  friend  and  companion  of  Washington,  we 
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heartily  bid  him  welcome  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the  scene 
of  many  of  his  labors  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 

"2.  A  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  General  and 
give  him  an  invitation  to  visit  our  city,  and  to  make  proper  ar- 
rangements to  pay  him  that  respect  which  is  due  to  one  who  so 
nobly  assisted  in  securing  the  privileges  we  have  now  the  happi- 
ness to  enjoy." 

The  committee  appointed  were  the  Recorder,  Dr.  A.  R.  Tay- 
lor, acting  Mayor  C.  L.  Hardenbergh,  vice  James  Schureman, 
deceased,  and  Wm.  Van  Deursen,  who  perfected  the  arrange- 
ments made  to  entertain  the  General  on  Friday,  Sept.  15,  1824, 
and  announced  the  following : 

"Order  of  procession  when  the  General  arrives  at  the  west 
end  of  the  bridge:  The  escort;  Gen.  Lafayette  and  suite;  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  and  suite ;  Committee  of  Arrangements ; 
members  of  Common  Council ;  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution ;  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  of  the  militia  in 
uniform;  military,  clergy,  judiciary,  members  of  the  Bar, 
strangers,  committee  of  young  men,  citizens." 

On  that  day  the  General  entered  the  city  on  his  route  to  the 
South.  The  day  was  fine  and  at  an  early  hour  the  streets  were 
filled  with  citizens  and  visitors  from  the  adjoining  country  for 
many  miles  around.  The  roar  of  artillery  announced  his  ap- 
proach. A  line  of  citizens  and  of  the  military  had  been  pre- 
viously formed  on  both  sides  of  Albany  street,  which  presented 
for  almost  the  length  of  it  a  solid  mass  of  people,  most  of  them 
wearing  a  badge  of  the  General. 

The  committee  met  the  General  at  Bonhamtown,  where  he 
was  handed  over  to  them  by  the  committee  from  Woodbridge, 
and  received,  together  with  the  Governor,  in  an  open  coach, 
drawn  by  four  elegant  white  horses,  furnished  by  Capt.  Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt  of  the  steamboat  "Thistle."  He  came  on  es- 
corted from  Rahway  by  a  large  body  of  horse  from  Somerset 
and  Middlesex,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Heard,  who 
commanded  the  escort  through  the  State,  accompanied  by  May- 
ov  Hardenbergh,  the  Brigadier  Major  of  Cavalry.  On  ap- 
proaching the  city  he  was  saluted  by  a  discharge  of  guns  by  the 
corps  of  artillery  under  the  command  of  Capt.  E.  G.  Mackay, 
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and  on  arriving  at  the  bridge  by  a  national  salute  from  the  fin- 
squadron  of  horse  artillery,  commanded  by  Major  Van  Dyke. 
As  the  General  crossed  the  bridge  his  entrance  into  the  city 
was  greeted  by  the  joyful  acclamations  of  a  concourse,  sup- 
posed to  amount  in  number  to  eight  thousand  persons.  The  pro- 
cession was  then  formed  and  passed  through  the  streets  to  the 
Court  House  (corner  of  Bayard  and  Neilson).  He  was  there 
assisted  from  the  carriage  and,  accompanied  by  the  committee 
of  arrangements,  the  Governor  and  suite  and  Corporation  of 
the  city,  conducted  up  stairs  into  a  large  hall,  previously  deco- 
rated with  evergreens  and  hung  round  with  portraits  of  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  country.  Over  the  chimney-piece  was 
displayed  a  spread  eagle,  bearing  in  its  beak  a  scroll  on  which 
was  inscribed  "Gratitude,"  and  immediately  beneath  it  the 
lines : 

"Welcome,  Hero,  to  our  land, 
Where  the  foe  for  us  you  met ; 

Welcome,  Patriot,  Brother,  Friend, 
Welcome,  welcome,  Lafayette." 

Arrived  in  the  hall  he  was  addressed  by  the  Recorder,  Dr. 
Taylor,  to  which  the  General  returned  an  appropriate  and  feeling 
reply.  After  light  refreshments,  he  then  received  the  congratu- 
lations of  such  as  chose  to  be  presented  to  him,  and  hundreds 
took  the  opportunity  to  greet  him,  many  Revolutionary  soldiers 
pressing  forward  with  smiles  beaming  through  their  tears  to 
take  by  the  hand  their  old  Commander.  He  was  then  conduct- 
ed to  Follet's,  where  the  military  were  individually  presented 
to  him.  About  six  o'clock  he  was  conducted  to  the  dinner  ta- 
ble, followed  by  the  Governor  and  suite  and  about  one  hun- 
dred citizens  and  strangers  and  several  distinguished  guests. 
Col.  John  Neilson  presided  at  the  feast,  the  General  on  his  right 
and  the  Governor  and  suite  on  his  left;  the  Recorder  acting  as 
Vice-President,  having  on  his  right  George  Washington  Lafay- 
ette, on  his  left  Brigadier  General  Heard.  After  the  cloth  was 
removed  the  following  toasts  were  proposed  to  the  company 
and  drank  with  repeated  and  enthusiastic  cheering : 
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By  Col.  John  Neilson :  "The  most  noble  tribute,  a  nation's 
gratitude  to  its  patron  and  benefactors." 

By  Maj.  Hardenbergh  (on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements) :  "Our  distinguished  guest,  Gen.  Lafayette — the 
patriot  of  both  hemispheres.  In  youth  our  defender,  his 
age  shall  be  honored  by  a  nation's  gratitude." 

By  Gen.  Jonathan  Dayton  :  "France  and  America.  The  one 
immortalized  by  the  birth,  the  other  by  the  adoption  and  affec- 
tionate welcome  of  our  illustrious  guest." 

By  Governor  Williamson:  "The  American  Revolution.  May 
it  prove  the  harbinger  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth." 

By  Gen.  Lafayette :  "The  City  of  New  Brunswick.  Our 
celebration  of  the  victory  of  Monmouth  in  this  city  six  and 
forty  years  ago  was  an  anticipation  of  the  blessings  which  her 
patriotic  fortitude  in  general  and  peculiar  dangers  have  so  well 
earned." 

By  Gen.  Wall :  "The  cause  of  liberty  through  the  world. 
May  its  trump  always  summon  to  the  field  the  same  gallant 
enthusiasm  and  devotion  as  mingled  on  the  plains  of  Mon- 
mouth and  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown." 

By  William  Johnson,  Esq.,  of  Lebanon  :  "Gen.  de  Lafay- 
ette. The  Americans  have  sufficient  affection  in  their  hearts 
and  land  in  their  borders  for  him  and  his  heirs  to  the  1,000th 
generation." 

By  George  W.  Lafayette :  "The  prosperity  of  the  United 
States,  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  free  government." 

By  Col.  Ogden :  "Self-government  and  the  way  to  exercise 
it,  as  manifested  in  New  Jersey." 

By  Gen.  Jonathan  Dayton:  "The  noble  boy  of  1777:  he  of 
whom  it  was  sneeringly  said  by  Cornwallis  in  the  Virginia 
campaign  of  1781,  'The  boy  General  shall  not  escape  me.'  Yet 
this  youth,  with  the  skill  of  a  veteran,  foiled  him  in  all  his 
movements  and  drove  him  to  his  covert  in  Yorktown,  where 
the  boasting  man  General  was  entrapped  with  his  whole 
army." 

By  Mr.  M.  C.  Smith:  "Gen.  Jonathan  Dayton.  The  zest 
he  has  exhibited  in  the  reception  of  our  illustrious  ^ucst  re- 
minds us  that  the  talents  and  exalted  character  of  so  dis- 
tinguished a  citizen  have  not  yet  lost  their  native  energy." 

By  Col.  John  Neilson :  "The  Recorder.  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  and  their  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements.  They  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
their  fellow  citizens  for  the  judicious  display  exhibited  in  this 
day's  enjoyment." 
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At  nine  o'clock  the  General  was  introduced  to  the  ladic 
Follet's  Long  Room,  which  had  been  fitted  up  by  the  propr: 
with  "elegance."    Besides  the  greens,  portraits,  emblems  of  tl 
Revolution,  etc.,  with  which  it  was  adorned,  at  one  end  of  th 
room  was  a  crown  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  entwined  vvi  . 
laurel  and  various  flowers.     The  room  was  crowded  to  over- 
flew and  many  could  not  enter.    While  the  refreshments  were 
passing  around  the  New  Brunswick  band  played  a  number  oi 
popular  airs. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  three  principal  inns,  Fol- 
let's, Dunn's  and  Post's,  were  illuminated  and  a  number  oi 
rockets  were  sent  up  in  the  main  street. 

Early  the  succeeding  morning  the  sound  of  the  bugle  gave 
notice  for  the  troop  to  parade.  The  General  entered  the  car- 
riage about  half-past  seven  o'clock  and  set  off  amid  the  cheers 
of  hundreds,  whose  benedictions  accompanied  him  until  he  let: 
the  city.  Capt.  Mackay's  Company  of  Artillery  and  Capt.  Dis- 
borough's  Company  of  City  Guards  paraded  and  gave  the  Gen- 
eral a  parting  salute.  Maj.  Van  Dyke's  squadron  of  hor^e 
artillery  escorted  the  General  to  Princeton  and  from  thence  ac- 
companied him  to  Trenton. 

As  to  the  general  city  decorations,  over  the  bridge  gates  was 
thrown  a  large  arch,  and  under  that  two  smaller  ones,  bearin.; 
the  inscriptions :  "Thy  Triumphs  Are  Our  Glory  and  Happi- 
ness"; "Our  Benefactor  and  Friend";  and  in  the  centre. 
"1776,  the  Youth  of  19,"  "I  will  provide  a  ship  of  my  own.' 
"A  la  bonne  heure."  Opposite  Dunn's  tavern  was  another 
arch  on  which  was  prominent — "Welcome  Lafayette."  At  the 
four  corners  at  Follett's  was  a  spherical  arch,  which  presented 
the  appearance  of  an  arch  at  each  of  four  streets.  From  the 
centre  rose  a  spire,  on  which  perched,  with  wings  extended, 
a  carved  eagle.  Below  the  eagle  were  four  banners.  On  OM 
was,  "1777";  on  another,  "France  and  America";  on  a  third, 
"1781,"  and  on  a  fourth,  "Friend  of  Washington."  This  last 
was  erected  by  the  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  city. 
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LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  LAFAYETTE,  1779 

The  preceding  article  concerning  Lafayette  will  not  be  read 
with  more  interest  than  the  following,  a  copy  of  which  has 
come  to  us  for  publication.  It  has  never  been  fully  published ; 
only  a  slight  extract.  It  was  written  in  English,  and  was  from 
the  General  to  Dr.  John  Cochran  (or  Cockrane),  of  New 
Brunswick,  the  noted  "Physician  and  Surgeon-General,"  who 
was  so  commissioned  by  Congress  on  the  request  of  General 
Washington,  Apr.  10,  1777,  and,  later,  was  Director-General 
of  the  Hospitals  of  the  United  States.  Both  Washington  and 
Lafayette  familiarly  addressed  him  as  "Dear  Doctor  Bones. M 
(See  Coll.  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc,  Vol.  9,  p.  72,  and  authorities  there 
stated). 

General  Lafayette  went  back  to  France,  after  his  early  ser- 
vice in  Washington's  army,  in  January,  1779,  and  remained 
there  about  six  months.  It  must  have  been  near  the  end  of 
this  period  when  the  letter  was  written. 

"St.  Jean  d'Angely,  near  Rochefort, 

June  10  [probably  1779]. 

"I  feel  very  happy,  my  dear  doctor,  in  finding  an  occasion  to 
tell  you  how  heartily  I  lament  our  separation.  It  is,  indeed, 
highly  pleasing  for  me  to  be  under  so  many  obligations  to  you, 
because  there  is  no  gratitude  in  the  world  which  can  exceed  the 
bounds  of  my  affection  for  the  good  doctor  Bones — that  name  I 
shall  ever  give  you — and  I  sincerely  wish,  I  even  earnestly 
hope,  you  will,  before  long,  hear  from  my  own  mouth,  the 
ardent  love  I  entertain  for  America,  the  respect  and  affection 
which  bind  me  to  our  great  General ;  and  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affairs  give  me  some  happy  notions  of  my  seeing  soon 
the  American  shores.    That  happiness  I  most  ardently  wish  for. 

"My  health,  dear  doctor — that  very  health  you  have  almost 
brought  back  from  the  other  world — has  been  since  as  strong 
and  hearty  as  possible.  From  every  one  of  my  countrymen, 
from  the  first  to  the  last,  a  thousand  flattering  marks  of  atten- 
tion have  been  conferred  upon  me.  I  have  left  Versailles  and 
Paris  some  days  ago,  and  am  for  the  present  with  the  King's 
own  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  which  he  gave  after  my  arrival, 
and  some  Regiments  of  Infantry.  That  station  I  shall,  per- 
haps, have  before  long  for  beginning  a  more  active  life  and 
coming  nearer  our  Red  friends. 

"As  during  my  fit  of  illness  the  watch  1  had  then  was  of 
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great  use  to  you  for  feeling  the  pulse,  I  thought  such  a  one 
might  be  convenient,  which  I  have  entrusted  to  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne,  and  I  beg  leave  to  present  you  with.  I  did  fancy 
that  adorning  it  with  my  heroic  friend's  picture  would  make  it 
acceptable. 

"Be  so  kind,  my  dear  sir,  as  to  present  my  respects  to  your 
lady,  and  my  best  compliments  to  your  brother  doctors,  and  my 
brother  officers  of  the  Army.  Tell  them  how  sincerely  I  love 
them ;  how  much  I  desire  to  join  them  again.  I  was  in  hopes 
Lts.  Howard  and  Parker  had  a  design  to  visit  France,  but  I 
don't  hear  from  them.  If  any  such  friend  of  mine  comes  to 
this  country  I  hope  their  first  step  will  be  to  renew  our  ac- 
quaintance. 

"There  are  no  interesting  news  for  the  moment,  but  a  gen- 
eral peace  in  Germany.  England  makes  its  best  efforts ;  Spain 
will,  I  think,  soon  join,  and  poor  old  England  will  get  a  bad 
stroke  this  campaign. 

"Farewell,  my  dear  doctor.    Whenever  I  meet  with  coursing 

[illegible]   and  drinking,  I  call  again  to  my  mind  the  happy 

days  we  have  had  in  Boston.     I  hope  they  will  begin  before 

long,  and  I  will  tell  you  myself  how  sincerely  I  am,  dear  doctor, 

"Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"Lafayette." 

"Doctor  Bones,  at  Headquarters." 

ttffr  t^ri  t<5*  «£?* 

MID-WINTER  MEETING  OF  THE  WOMAN'S 
BRANCH 

The  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Branch  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society  was  held,  Feb.  10,  1920,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Miss  Demarest,  Seminary  Place.  New  Brunswick. 
The  Committee  in  charge  had  made  careful  plans  for  the  en- 
tertainment, and,  though  the  heavy  snowfall  of  the  preceding 
days  and  of  the  morning  of  the  10th  had  made  all  save  the 
main  roads  impassable,  and  so  prevented  the  attendance  oi 
many  who  would  have  been  glad  to  be  there,  the  considerable 
number  who  braved  the  storm  had  a  day  of  rare  pleasure.  It  be- 
ing impossible  to  reach  Buccleugh  and  other  place  of  historical 
interest  lying  at  a  distance,  the  visitors  were  taken,  first,  to  the 
Voorhees  Library,  where  the  librarian,  Mr.  Osborne,  showed 
them  various  interesting  collections,  including  a  notable  one  of 
coins.     Then  all  went  to  the  pleasant  home  of  Miss  and  of 
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President  Demarest,  where  a  delicious  luncheon  was  served 
and  where  they  spent  a  happy  hour.  Afterwards  they  walked 
past  many  of  the  College  buildings,  including  old  "Queen's 
College,"  to  the  beautiful  Kirkpatrick  Chapel,  where,  at  the 
request  of  Mrs.  Cutler,  the  President  of  the  Woman's  Branch, 
Dr.  Scott  presided  over  the  meeting.  In  a  few  well-chosen 
words  Justice  Swayze  told  of  the  lessons  of  "moderation  and 
modesty"  taught  by  history  and  so  greatly  needed  at  this  most 
critical  time  in  the  life  of  the  world.  Then,  with  the  afternoon 
sun  shining  through  the  stained  glass  windows  upon  the  paint- 
ed portraits  in  the  chapel,  President  Demarest  spoke  of  the 
men  who  had  founded  and  built  up  the  college  and  who  had 
been  the  sources  of  its  influence.  His  talk  brought  home  to  his 
hearers,  as  perhaps  nothing  else  could  have  done,  the  spirit  of 
the  place.  Dr.  Scott  spoke  of  incidents  of  the  Revolution  con- 
nected with  New  Brunswick,  quoting  George  Eliot's  lines : 

"We  trace  the  records  of  our  long  descent, 
More  largely  conscious  of  the  life  that  is." 

Afterward  some  went  to  the  library  of  the  Theological  Semin- 
ary, where  Dr.  John  C.  Van  Dyke  exhibited  a  few  of  its 
treasures.  M.  E.  J. 

i&*  %0*  t&&  v5* 

HISTORICAL  NOTES  AND  COMMENTS 

BY  THE   EDITOR 

Hard  Times  in  1792 

It  took  a  long  time  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
for  this  country  to  become  normal,  especially  in  currency  and 
values.  As  a  result  there  were  many  failures.  While  the 
letter  quoted  from  below  does  not  relate  to  New  Jersey,  the 
same  troubles  spoken  of  in  it  were  experienced  here  and  else- 
where. The  letter  comes  to  our  Society  as  one  not  having  been 
published  in  any  part,  and  we  quote  only  that  which  has  special 
interest  as  showing  one  of  the  outcomes  of  the  War.  Inci- 
dentally it  shows  that  the  famous  French  engineer  who  was 
,  employed  to  lay  out  the  city  of  Washington  was,  at  one  time, 
"very  much  out  of  favor  at  Court,"  but,  later,  succeeded  in 
allaying  hostilities. 
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The  letter  is  one  written  by  an  Andrew  Smith,  who  appears 
to  have  been  in  charge  of  a  store  at  Georgetown  for  Messrs. 
Hine,  Reid  &  Co.,  of  Dumfries,  Scotland.  To  this  firm  the 
letter  is  addressed. 

"Georgetown,  29th  Feb'y,  1792. 
"Gentlemen : 

"On  the  10th  inst  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  by  Mr.  Ferguson, 
accompanying  a  small  parcel  [of]  gold,  weighing  240  Dol. 
(£.  80)  .  .  .  Mr.  Walker  returned  by  last  stage  from  a 
tour  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York He  seems  high- 
ly pleased  with  the  situation  of  affairs  respecting  the  Federal 
city,  and  says  that  such  arrangements  are  now  making  as  will 
cause  a  very  great  bustle  here  in  the  Spring. 

"Major  L.  Eufant  was,  from  the  statements  then  before  the 
President,  very  much  out  of  favor  at  Court,  but  before  Mr. 
Walker  left  there  the  face  of  things  had  changed,  and  he  is 
expected  down  in  two  or  three  weeks,  when  the  different  pow- 
ers will  be  so  defined  as  to  prevent  any  future  misunderstand- 
ing.    ... 

"Since  my  last  I  have  been  able  to  collect  only  a  few  trifling 
balances  through  town.  March  Court,  however,  approaches, 
and  from  the  repeated  assurances  of  payments  from  some  of 
our  customers  at  that  time  I  hope  to  be  able  to  forward  yon 
some  assistance.  Mr.  G.  K.  now  owes  us  a  balance  of  abou: 
£330.  .  .  He  informs  me  that,  as  there  is  no  money  to  be 
had  in  payment  of  goods  with  him,  he  cannot  settle  till  his 
customers  bring  their  tobacco.  .  .  .  Some  others  intend  to 
pay  me  in  tobacco." 

Other  similar  "put  offs"  of  payment  are  stated,  indicating 
the  stress  of  money  matters  in  those  days. 

Trevelyan  to  Roosevelt  on  Sir  John  Fenwick 

Almost  anything  concerning  Sir  John  Fenwick,  who.  in 
1674,  purchased  from  Lord  Berkeley  the  latters  half  interest 
in  the  colony  of  New  Jersey,  is  of  interest.  It  was  he  who 
gave  the  name  to  Salem,  and  who,  on  settling  there,  purchased 
from  the  Indians,  in  order  to  give  satisfaction  to  them,  their 
right  and  title  to  the  lands  now  known  as  Salem  and  Cumber- 
land counties.  A  paper,  being  a  "Memoir"  of  Fenwick,  by  the 
late  Col.  Robert  G.  Johnson,  appears  in  Volume  4.  First  Series, 
P-  53  of  our  Society's  Proceedings.  (See,  also,  Proceed- 
ings,  First  Scries,  Vol.  2,  pp.  8-21  ;  Third  Series.  Vol.  3.  V 


Historical  Notes  and  Comments  121 

137;  Smith's  History,  pp.  79-91;  Lee's  "New  Jersey,"  Chap. 
vii,  etc.)  But  in  the  "Memoir"  nothing  is  said  of  the  home 
seat  of  Fenwick  in  England.  The  following  extract  from  a 
letter,  from  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  George  O.  Trevelyan  to  the  late 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  dated  "Wallington,  Northumberland, 
Eng.,  Dec.  18,  1904,"  it  seems  appropriate  to  print  in  this  con- 
nection. The  full  letter  appeared  in  "Scribner's  Magazine" 
for  October,  1919  (page  389,  390),  being  one  of  the  extraor- 
dinary series  of  Roosevelt  letters  running  through  successive 
numbers  of  that  magazine. 

"This  would  be  a  good  place  in  which  to  read  him  [  Macau  - 
ley],  for  the  place  was  a  seat  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  whose  fate 
Macauley  describes  with  such  fullness.  A  few  years  before 
the  Act  of  Attainder  Wallington  was  bought  by  my  great- 
grandfather's great-grandfather.  Sir  William  Blackett,  from 
Sir  John  Fenwick,  a  principal  part  of  the  purchase  money 
being  an  annuity  on  Sir  John  Fenwick's  life,  of  2,000  pounds  a 
year.  Blackett  pulled  down  the  castle  and  built  the  house  in 
which  I  live.  He  was  a  famous  Whig,  and  (I  suppose)  voted 
in  every  division  with  his  party  on  Fenwick's  Bill  of  Attainder. 
But  I  hope  not.  There  is  a  still  older  literary  association  with 
Wallington.  In  the  'Reeves  Tale'  of  Chaucer,  about  the  two 
young  rascals  who  went  out  to  'Trompington,  not  fer  fro  Can- 
tebrigge,'  the  leading  scrapegrace  of  the  pair  of  undergradu- 
ates is  called  'Alein  de  Strother,'  and  Chaucer  says  that  he 
came  'Of  a  town'  [township].  'Far  in  the  North  I  cannot 
tellen  where'  .  .  .  This  was  Allan  de  Strother,  a  very 
great  personage  indeed,  who  lived  at  Wallington,  and  was  a 
friend  of  Chaucer's  at  Edward  the  Ill's  Court.  The  story  is 
taken  from  Boccaccio,  and  Chaucer  evidently  put  in  de  Stroth- 
er's  name  as  chaff.  There  can  be  no  other  explanation.  A 
Fenwick  married  the  Strother  heiress ;  and  from  the  Fen- 
wicks  the  place  came  into  our  family." 

"Camden  &  Amboy"  Influence  in  1831 

Certainly  no  one  now  living  actually  remembers  the  events 
of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature  in  the  year  1831.  It  was  mem- 
orable for  the  clashes  between  those  interested  in  the  proposed 
Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad,  the  charter  of  which  had  been 
*  granted  in  January,  1830,  and  those  desiring  similar  charters 
for  railroads  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The  Camden  S: 
Amboy,  like  a  good,  large  bulldog  in  possession  of  a  bone, 
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snarled  viciously  at  any  smaller  dog  who  wanted  to  approach. 
The  term  "monopoly"  did  not  then  originate,  but  it  has  almost 
ever  since  been  associated  in  this  State  with  that  Camden  & 
Amboy  Railroad.  However,  it  is  not  to  write  anything  new 
about  that  corporation,  which  is  to  be  credited  with  construct- 
ing the  first  steam  railway  in  New  Jersey,  that  we  now  refer 
to  its  early  history,  but  to  present  a  portion  of  an  interesting 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  has  come  to  our  Society,  written  by  an 
Essex  county  Assemblyman  in  the  eventful  year  named 
(1831).  The  writer,  Moses  Smith,  was  for  three  terms  sher- 
iff of  Essex  county,  and  an  active  business  man  in  Newark. 
of  great  probity  of  character.  He  was  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  the  late  Mr.  William  S.  Hartshorne,  long  active  in 
various  Newark  institutions  (see  Vol.  IV,  New  Series,  of  the 
Proceedings,  p.  163).  The  addressee  was  Amos  K.  Carter, 
a  Newark  coachmaker  and  spoke  manufacturer. 
The  interesting  part  of  the  letter  follows  : 

Assembly  Room,  Trenton,  Jan'y  17,  1831. 

"Sir:  The  great  Atlantic  Road  bill  has,  by  a  vote  of  the 
House,  been  postponed  (by  the  Speaker's  vote),  the  House 
being  equally  divided.  The  members  from  Essex  all  voted 
against  the  postponement  except  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  voted  for 
the  postponement,  which  I  fear  will  be  a  fatal  hindrance  to  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill.  The  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail  Road 
bill  is  constantly  before  the  House  in  some  shape  or  other, 
opposing  everything  that  goes  to  improve  the  country  by  canal- 
ing  or  by  railroads.  Sussex  county  is  in  full  strength  opposed 
to  everything  that  goes  to  improve  the  right  of  way  across  our 
State.  A  few  persons  seem  disposed  to  afford  every  support, 
both  by  their  vote  and  argument,  for  its  success.  There  are. 
nevertheless,  not  a  few  who  will  do  all  in  their  power  in  the 
attempt  to  keep  private  enterprise  down  and,  by  doing  that, 
to  destroy  all  public  enterprise  that  goes  for  the  public  weal. 

"We  have  just  passed  a  bill  to  make  a  railroad  from  Eliza- 
beth Town  to  Summerville,  unanimously.  The  road  accommo- 
dates the  Jackson  members.     .     . 

"There  is  so  much  private  legislation  here  that  it  S6C1T1S 
almost  impossible  to  get  the  public  business  done.  The  snow 
storm  has  been  terrible  in  Trenton.  The  streets  are  almost 
impassible;  only  one  of  the  churches  was  open  yesterday; 
that  was  the  Episcopal  church.  The  others  are  almost  under 
the  snowbank.     The  poor  people  suffer  a  great   deal   for  all 
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necessaries  of  life.  In  many  of  their  homes  yesterday  they  had 
to  lay  abed  to  keep  from  freezing;  almost  without  food.  At 
a  little  prayer-meeting  in  the  forenoon  a  private  collection  was 
made  among  about  twenty  persons,  who  gave  about  $6  to 
relieve  their  starving  condition,  and  last  evening  another  col- 
lection was  had  for  their  relief ;  the  amount  collected  I  do  not 
know." 

The  "great  Atlantic  Road  bill"  spoken  of  refers  to  the  bill  to 
incorporate  a  "New  Jersey  Atlantic  Railroad"  from  the  Hud- 
son to  the  Delaware,  introduced  in  1830  and  reintroduced  in 
1831.  Citizens  of  Newark  actively  pushed  the  bill,  but  it  failed 
of  passage.  In  1832  the  New  Jersey  Railroad  and  Transporta- 
tion Company  obtained  a  charter  and  built  the  first  railroad  to 
enter  Newark. 

Old  Tennent  Church  to  Remember  the  Soldiers 

Not  the  soldiers  who  served  on  the  Battlefield  of  Monmouth, 
whose  monument  is  already  erected  in  the  vicinity,  but  the 
Monmouth  county  soldiers  of  the  War  in  Europe  so  recently 
ended,  are  to  be  honored  by  the  Old  Tennent  Church  near 
Freehold  by  a  $10,000  shaft.  The  trustees  of  that  church  have 
awarded  a  contract  at  approximately  that  cost,  and,  because 
the  church  is  so  historic  and  is  so  much  earlier  in  its  real  activ- 
ity toward  a  memorial  than  even  many  cities  in  this  State,  the 
fact  deserves  to  be  recorded  in  these  pages.  The  monument 
will  have  a  ten-feet  base  and  a  height  of  fourteen  feet.  Em- 
blems of  service  will  be  on  the  sides.  In  the  base  will  be  a  cav- 
ity in  which  historic  documents  will  be  placed.  The  monument 
will  be  of  Barre  granite  on  a  terrace  in  front  of  the  cemetery, 
which  is  part  of  the  ground  where  the  battle  of  Monmouth 
was  fought.  We  shall  hope  at  some  future  date — and  one  not 
too  future — to  be  able  to  publish  a  list  of  the  lasting  memorials 
erected  by  municipalities  and  other  corporations,  or  private 
parties,  to  do  honor  to  the  brave  boys  who  gave,  or  offered  to 
give,  their  lives  to  their  country  in  the  land  of  Lafayette. 

New  Jersey's  Great  Potash  Plant 

There  was  no  potash  industry  in  this  country  until  1914, 
when  a  small  attempt  to  manufacture  potash  was  made  in  Cali- 
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fornia.  But  the  recent  War  changed  matters.  Germany  had 
a  monopoly  of  the  potash  market,  and  it  was  imperative  for 
America  to  look  out  for  itself.  In  191 7  this  country  produce! 
potash  to  the  value  of  nearly  $14,000,000.  Now  the  largo: 
plant  in  the  United  States,  if  not  the  largest  in  the  world,  is 
under  construction  on  the  Raritan  river  near  New  Brunswick, 
by  the  Eastern  Potash  Corporation.  The  plant  will  be  com- 
posed of  fourteen  large  buildings,  twelve  immense  steel  tank> 
and  fourteen  smaller  ones  for  the  storage  of  crude  oil  that  will 
be  brought  from  Mexico  by  a  line  of  tank  steamers.  The 
capacity  of  the  twenty-six  tanks  will  be  275,000  barrels.  The 
limekiln  will  measure  280  by  200  feet,  with  a  height  of  42  fee:. 
It  will  be  one  of  the  largest  limekilns  in  the  world.  The 
machine  shop  will  be  poo  by  100  feet  and  the  powerhouse 
will  be  equipped  with  four  immense  boilers  and  six  Curtis 
steam  turbines.  It  is  expected  that  the  materials  received  daily 
at  the  plant  will  include  2,000  tons  of  limestone,  1,500  tons  of 
green  sand  and  5,000  barrels  of  fuel  oil.  The  estimated  daily 
output  will  be  150  tons  high  grade  potash  salts,  750  barrels 
gasolene,  4,000  barrels  fuel  oil,  of  which  the  plant  will  con- 
sume 3,000  barrels;  2,000  tons  lime,  green  sand  residue  and 
1,000,000  brick. 

Clara  Barton  a  New  Jersey  Teacher 

Probably  few  Jerseymen  know  that  the  famous  Clara  Bar- 
ton, founder  of  the  Red  Cross  in  America,  once  taught 
school  in  New  Jersey — first  at  Hightstown  and  then  at  Bordeu- 
town.  She  was  at  the  former  place  in  1853  all(l  from  there 
went  to  Bordentown,  where  it  was  said  a  public  school  was 
impossible,  as  it  had  been  tried  and  failed.  She  began  there 
with  six  pupils  and  made  a  great  success  of  it.  The  small 
structure  of  brick  in  which  she  taught  at  Bordentown  is  still 
standing,  though  long  disused  for  school  purposes.  It  was 
advertised  at  auction  on  Nov.  13th  last,  and,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent its  falling  into  private  hands,  the  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion of  this  State,  Dr.  Calvin  N.  Kendall,  purchased  it.  If* 
$300.  He  did  not  buy  the  land,  however,  and  it  is  to  be  moved 
to  an   appropriate   site.     A   committee   of    Burlington   county 
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teachers  will  restore  the  interior  to  the  condition  it  was  nearly 
sixty  years  ago.  Contributions  are  expected  to  be  received  for 
the  necessary  repairs  and  upkeep  of  this  building,  which,  in  a 
way,  will  be  a  New  Jersey  memorial  to  this  wonderful  woman, 
who,  through  our  Civil  War  and  until  a  late  day,  served  not 
only  her  country  but  the  world. 

High  Price  for  First  New  Jersey  Book 

At  a  sale  of  rare  books,  etc.,  in  New  York  City  on  Feb.  10th 
last,  a  copy  of  the  Session  Laws  of  the  Province  of  New  Jer- 
sey, published  by  William  Bradford  at  Perth  Amboy  in  1723, 
was  sold  to  Mr.  George  D.  Smith,  the  well-known  book  buyer 
(for  a  nameless  purchaser),  for  $2,000.  This  is  the  first  book 
printed  in  New  Jersey.  To  print  the  work  Mr.  Bradford 
removed  his  printing  press  from  New  York  City  to  Perth 
Amboy,  and  when  it  was  finished  he  returned  the  press  to  New 
York  City.  An  earlier  Session  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  printed 
by  Mr.  Bradford  in  New  York  City  in  171 7,  was  sold  at  the 
same  sale  for  $1,200.  The  first  permanent  press  for  printing 
set  up  in  this  State  was  in  1754,  by  James  Parker,  at  Wood- 
bridge,  and  he  continued  printing  there  until  his  death  in  1770. 
He  also  established  one  at  Burlington  in  1765.  (See  Nelson's 
"Check  List  of  the  Issues  of  the  Press  of  New  Jersey,"  pub. 
in  1899).  The  fact  of  Bradford's  establishing  a  press  for  a 
time  at  Perth  Amboy  appears  to  have  been  unknown  to  Mr. 
Whitehead,  the  very  able  historian,  whose  ''Contributions  to 
the  Early  History  of  Perth  Amboy"  (1856)  is  an  authoritative 
work. 

Destruction  of  the  Lord  Stirling  House 

Many  of  our  readers  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  passing  by 
fire  of  the  old  Lord  Stirling  house  at  Basking  Ridge.  It  saw 
stirring  events  during  the  Revolution,  and  was  considered  one 
of  the  most  notable  of  the  old  landmarks  of  Somerset  county. 
The  land  on  which  it  stood  Stirling  inherited  from  his  father, 
and  it  was  while  he  resided  in  New  York  City  that  he  conclud- 
ed to  erect  a  mansion  at  Basknig  Ridge.  He  began  it  about 
1761,  and  soon  thereafter  moved  into  it,  though  it  was  not 
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completed  according  to  its  full  plans,  that  of  an  English  noble- 
man's residence,  until  after  the  Revolutionary  War  began. 
Until  1768  Lord  Stirling  spent  only  his  summers  in  this  house 
and  his  winters  in  New  York ;  thereafter  he  resided  altogether 
in  New  Jersey,  until  his  activities  in  the  Revolution  kept  him 
away  most  of  the  time  from  any  one  spot.  For  months  his  resi- 
dence was  the  headquarters  of  General  Greene.  Stirling  died, 
Jan.  15,  1783,  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  while  in  command  of 
the  Northern  Army,  and  at  Albany  his  remains  were  buried. 
Many  entertaining  accounts  have  appeared  in  print  at  different 
times  of  the  habits  of  "his  Lordship"  in  this  baronial  mansion, 
and  of  the  charming  receptions  therein ;  also  of  the  happy 
marriage  there  of  his  daughter  "Lady  Kitty"  to  Col.  William 
Duer.  The  house  was  owned  at  the  time  it  was  accidentally 
burned  on  Feb.  20th  last,  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Guerin,  who  was  add- 
ing numerous  improvements  to  it.  In  fact  various  changes  had 
been  made  in  it  by  previous  owners.  A  sad  acount  of  its  for- 
lorn condition  in  about  1786  may  be  found  in  Mrs.  Quincy's 
recollections  of  it  (see  Som.  Co.  Hist.  Quar.,  Vol.  I,  p.  37). 
but  it  was  a  well-preserved  residence  during  the  past  few 
years,  during  which  it  has  had  various  owners,  who  had  added 
to  or  altered  it. 

The  Late  Mr.  Josiah  C.  Pumpelly 

Our  department  of  "Necrology"  is  limited  to  notices  of  de- 
ceased members  of  the  Society,  but  this  need  not  prevent  some 
mention  here  of  the  passing  of  one  of  the  firm  friends  of  the 
Society,  and  one  who  had  in  him  very  strongly  the  historical 
instinct  and  much  scholarly  ability.  Mr.  Josiah  Collins  Puin- 
pelly  died  on  Jan.  5th,  1920,  when  he  had  reached  four  score 
years  of  age.  While  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y„  he  came  to  New 
Jersey  and  graduated  (Rutgers,  i860)  and  lived  much  of  his 
'  life  in  this  State,  although  calling  his  permanent  home  New 
York  City,  where  he  was  long  an  active  member  of  the  Bar, 
being  a  graduate  of  Columbia  Law  School  in  1863.  When  in 
this  Slate  he  resided  at  Summit. 

During  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Pumpelly  assisted  in  raising  and 
drilling  men  for  duty.     He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
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Huguenot  Society  and  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  For  a  while  he  was  historian  of  the 
Empire  State  Society  of  New  York.  He  was  a  past  President 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Society  of  the  S.  A.  R.,  and  past  Pres- 
ident of  the  Washington  Association  of  New  Jersey,  and  was 
connected  with  various  other  societies  in  New  York  City.  Most 
of  his  published  historical  contributions  appeared  in  the  "New 
York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record,"  among  them  the 
"Character  and  Life  of  John  Paul  Jones, "  "Early  History  of 
Berkshire,  Mass.,"  the  "Huguenot  Builders  of  New  Jersey," 
the  "Old  Morris  House,  Afterwards  the  Jumel  Mansion,"  etc. 
His  two  papers  read  before  our  Society  were,  "Our  French 
Allies  in  the  Revolution,"  published  in  1889  (Vol.  X,  Second 
Series,  p.  145),  and  "Mahlon  Dickerson,  Industrial  Pioneer 
and  Old  Time  Patriot,"  published  in  1891  (Vol.  XI,  Second 
Series,  p.  131).  Both  were  admirable  papers.  At  one  time 
he  was  an  associate  editor  of  "The  American  Magazine,"  and 
he  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  public  press.  He  gave 
various  donations  of  books  and  pamphlets  to  this  Society. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Society  in  1885,  but  resigned  in 
1892,  though  frequently  attending  its  annual  meetings  there- 
after. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Garret  C.  Schenck's  "Early  Settlement"  Record 
In  the  last  Proceedings  (p.  87),  it  was  stated  that  the  article 
on  "Early  Settlements  and  Settlers  of  Pompton,"  etc.,  was  to 
be  continued.  It  has  been  determined,  however,  on  an  exam- 
ination of  the  continuing  MSS.  of  about  283  written  pages, 
that  this  is  neither  advisable  nor  practicable.  It  consists  wholly 
of  accounts  (genealogical)  of  eighteen  family  lines  in  the  sec- 
tion covered,  and,  being  prepared  in  18S6  and  previously,  is 
forty  years  behind  the  present  time.  Many  of  these  families 
have  been  written  up  more  fully  since  by  others,  and  the  mat- 
ter published  in  book  or  pamphlet  form.  As  to  the  remainder, 
if  the  matter  were  printed  now  it  would  have  to  be  gone  over 
by  some  one  interested  and  brought  to  date.  It  may  be  that  the 
early  matters  concerning  such  families  will  be  taken  up  in  the 
Proceedings  later,  or  a  single  family  or  two  of  more  than 
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usual  note  may  be  fully  published  herein,  but  immediately  not. 
It  may  be  well,  however,  to  state  to  our  readers  what  families 
are  comprised  in  the  painstaken  record  which  Dr.  Schenck 
had  hoped  to  have  printed  in  his  life  time.  They  are :  Beam, 
Berry,  Brockholst,  Courter,  Debow,  De  Mott,  Doremus,  Ja- 
cobus, Jones,  Mandeville,  Mead,  Roome,  Ryerson,  Schuyler 
(two  lines),  Van  Derbeck,  Van  Ness  (or  Neste),  Young.  Per- 
sons interested  may  consult  the  MSS.  at  our  Society  rooms. 

t&M  1&r*  1&*I  %&*l 

QUERIES  AND  ANSWERS 

[Queries  in  this  Department  will  be  quoted  and  signed  by  the  initials 
and  location  of  questioner.  Also  answers  not  by  the  Editor,  as  queries 
may  often  be  referred  to  other  and  better  authorities]. 

Early  Names  of  Dover. — "I  understand  that  Dover,  N.  J  , 
was  at  one  time  called  Calais.  Can  you  give  me  any  informa- 
tion as  to  how  or  why  it  was  so  named?  I  am  interested  be- 
eause  it  would  seem  to  indicate  the  presence  of  French  settlers 
in  that  neighborhood  at  that  time." 

L.  F.  L.  (New  York  City). 

"The  town  of  Dover  received  its  present  name  some  time 
between  1790  and  1796.  In  1790  it  was  called  'Beaman's,'  a 
contraction  of  Beaman's  Forge.  In  Munsell's  'Hist,  of  Morris 
Co.'  (1882),  p.  291,  it  is  stated  that  Dover  was  once  called 
'Old  Tye.'  Have  never  found  this  name  in  any  old  record  of 
old  newspaper.  Old  local  newspapers  give  many  references  to 
small  settlements  in  this  region,  but  none  mentions  Dover  nor 
Calais.  There  is  a  Calais,  however,  about  four  miles  south  ot 
Dover,  but  the  writer  is  unaware  of  any  early  French  settlers 
at  either  Calais  or  Dover."  F.  A.  C.  (Dover,  N.  J.). 

Richard  Jordan's  Residence. — "I  bought  a  few  months 
ago  four  porcelain  plates  of  English  manufacture,  perhaps  a 
century  old,  embellished  with  a  view  of  the  residence  of  *thc 
late  Richard  Jordan,  Esq.,  of  New  Jersey.'  The  house  appears 
to*  be  of  wood.  Can  you  tell  me  anything  of  this  gentleman 
and  the  precise  location  of  his  residence?" 

E.  A.  J.   (London,  Eng). 
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Richard  Jordan  was  a  Quaker  preacher,  born  at  Elizabeth, 
Va.,  Dec.  19,  1756.  His  parents  removed  to  North  Carolina 
in  1768.  When  twenty-five  he  began  to  preach  in  the  latter 
State  and  Virginia ;  then  made  a  long  tour  of  3,000  miles 
as  far  north  as  Massachusetts.  In  1800  he  went  to  Great 
Britain  and  on  the  Continent,  returning  in  1802.  In  1804  he 
settled  at  Newton,  Gloucester  county,  N.  J.  and  died  there 
Oct.  13,  1826.  Newton  is  now  a  suburban  part  of  the  city  of 
Camden.  Jordan's  interesting  "Journal"  was  published  in 
Philadelphia  1827  and  again  in  1849.  After  his  death,  being 
a  man  of  wealth  and  living  in  a  somewhat  noted  residence,  a 
drawing  of  it  was  used  to  embellish  porcelain,  but  we  under- 
stand the  ware  was  manufactured  in  China.  The  best  account 
of  him  in  the  Society's  library  is  in  Mickle's  "Reminiscences 
of  Old  Gloucester"  (1845),  P-  53-  Our  Society  has  a  porcelain 
plate  with  the  Jordan  residence  on  it,  doubtless  the  same  in 
character  as  that  referred  to  by  our  correspondent. 

Bethel  Chapel,  Newark. — "A  resident  of  Newark,  who 
had  come  into  possession  of  a  hand  bill,  inviting  people,  'es- 
pecially Boatmen  and  Strangers,'  to  attend  religious  services 
in  'Bethel  Chapel,  Railroad  Place,  near  Canal,'  desires  to  know 
the  exact  location  of  this  chapel  and  during  what  years  it  was 
in  existence.  It  stood  on  the  dock  at  the  junction  of  the  river 
and  the  canal,  in  Newark ;  it  was  in  existence  as  early  as 
1836,  but  was  torn  down  about  1905.  Not  having  been  able 
to  find  any  account  of  this  somewhat  unique  'house  of  wor- 
ship' in  any  local  history,  these  few  facts  have  been  gathered 
relating  to  it.  The  canal  was  completed  to  Newark  in  1832 
and  the  town  became  a  'Port  of  Entry'  in  1834.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  chapel,  designed  'especially'  for  the  use  of 
'Boatmen  and  Strangers,'  was  built  soon  afterwards.  Rev. 
Barnet  Matthias  was  the  pastor  in  1836.  He  was  succeeded, 
in  1837,  by  Rev.  Frederick  Pilch,  whose  grandson,  Frederick 
R.  Pilch,  Esq.,  of  Newark,  is  the  authority  for  the  statement 
that  Bethel  Chapel  was  supported  by  the  allied  Protestant 
churches  of   Newark,  including  the  Episcopal  Church.     Rev. 
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Mr.  Pilch  was  the  pastor  until  1854,  when  Rev.  C.  P.  Wilson 
took  up  the  work,  which  he  continued  until  1861.  He  seems 
to  have  been  the  last  regular  pastor.  The  building  was  used 
later  as  a  mission  and  for  Sunday  School  work.  A  Newark 
historian  says  that  he  remembers  'having  often  laughed  at 
its  odd  appearance  standing  right  out  there  on  the  dock/  but 
that  he  never  knew  anything  of  its  story." 

M.  E.J.  (Newark,  N.  J.). 

Old  Pompton  Valley  Road. — "In  reference  to  the  item  on 
'Roads'  in  the  article  in  the  1919  Proceedings  on  Pompton 
Valley,  there  is  an  Indian  deed,  executed  by  Popejecop, 
Sachem,  and  other  Indians,  which  conveyed  a  tract  of  land 
containing  a  'boggy  meadow'  at  'Singleck,'  according  to  a  chart 
or  map  made  in  1707,  by  Rip  Van  Dam,  of  New  York,  in 
which  the  description  refers  to  'an  olde  wagon  road'  and 
'along  the  said  road  on  which  the  trees  are  marked  on  both 
sides  of  the  said  road  until  it  meets  Singleck  Creek,  and  along 
the  said  creek  until  it  meets  the  olde  Minisink  Path,'  etc.  Ap- 
parently the  tract  had  been  purchased  by  'Thomas  Hart,  a  mer- 
chant of  Enfield,  Great  Britain,'  since,  in  1714,  he  having  died, 
it  was  sold,  as  a  part  of  his  estate,  to  Rip  Van  Dam,  who  had 
made  the  survey  of  it.  This  is  probably  the  road  referred  to 
in  your  Proceedings,  but  the  use  of  the  v/ord  'olde'  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  road  had  been  there  a  considerable 
time  prior  to  1.7 14;  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  wagons 
were  in  use  at  that  early  time.  Mr.  Nelson,  I  think,  has  refer- 
red to  the  home-made  cart  of  Simeon  Van  Winkle  (1719). 
without  tires,  as  the  first  wheeled  vehicle  in  these  parts : 
apparently  he  was  mistaken  in  this  particular.  Also,  this  is  the 
first  reference  I  have  seen  to  Hart,  or  any  Englishman,  as 
among  the  early  settlers  or  property  owners  of  the  Pompton 
Valley."  J.  A.  C.  (Paterson,  N.  J.). 

Oldtown-Teeter  Family. — "Miss  Jenny  L.  Teeter,  of 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  asks  whether  there  existed  in  the  Colony 
of  New  Jersey  a  town,  or  settlement,  called  'Oletown,'  or  'OKI- 
town.'    Her  great-grandfather,  Michael  Teeter,  left  New  J  or- 
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sey  some  time  after  the  Revolution  and  the  tradition  is  that 
he  came  from  such  a  settlement.  She  has  found  that  the  name 
Teeter'  is  mentioned  in  the  1790  Census  of  Warren  County, 
and  thinks  that  her  ancestor  may  have  come  from  that  county. 
In  the  Knowlton  Records,  published  in  Vols.  3  and  4  of  the 
New  Series  of  'Proceedings'  are  the  following  entries :  Aron, 
born  July  1,  1782,  son  of  Adam  Michael  Dieder  (Teeter?) 
and  Maria;  Jacobus,  son  of  J.  Ulrich  Moshbach  and  Sibilia, 
born  July,  1788,  and  baptized  Oct.  5,  1788,  Witnesses,  Michael 
Dieter  and  Maria ;  Michael,  son  of  Michael  Dieter  and  Maria, 
born  July  2,  1793.  Knowlton  was  sometimes  spelled  Knowl- 
ton, or  Noltown.  May  it  not  have  been  the  Oletown,  or  Old- 
town  of  the  family  tradition?  Members  of  the  Teeter  family 
seem  to  have  been  living  in  that  vicinity  at  an  early  date,  as  the 
will  of  a  Coonrod  Teeter,  of  Sussex  County  (Warren  County 
was  formed  from  Sussex  in  1824)  was  probated  in  1771.  A 
Mickel  Teter,  of  Lehigh  Township,  Northumberland  County, 
Pa.,  was  in  Capt.  Coons  Co.  6th  Battalion,  Northumberland 
Co.  Militia,  about  1782.  (See  "Pennsylvania  Archives,"  Fifth 
Series,  Vol.  8,  page  519").  M.  E.  J.  (Newark,  N.  J.).    ' 

[There  is  no  doubt  that  Dieder  became  Teeter,  as  Dipple  became 
Teeple,  etc.  Various  German  names  were  so  changed  into  English. 
The  same  Dieder  family  name  became  Teeter  in  Somerset  county,  and 
was  also  often  written  in  records  as  Titort,  Teter,  etc. — Editor]. 
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BOOK  NOTICES,  ETC.— DONATIONS 

Horace  Traubel  :  His  Life  and  Work.     By  David  Karsner. 
New  York:   Egniont  Arens,  1919.     Pp.160. 
The  Society  has  something  of  a  collection  of  works  by  and 
about  "the  good,  grey  Poet,"  Walt  Whitman,  and,  as  the  fore- 
going volume  contains  constant   references  to  Walt,  because 
Traubel  was  his  closest  friend,  his  "Boswell,"  it  has  been  plac- 
ed in  the  Whitman  niche.    The  book  is  one  with  its  merits  and 
demerits.    Traubel  was  profane,  and  the  author  has  not  cut  our 
the  profanity  in  quoting  from  his  conversations  as  he  should 
1  have  done.    He  was  also  a  Socialist;   evidently  not  one  of  the 
kind  who  believed  in  engaging  in  war  to  overturn  our  or  any 
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government,  for  he  "hated  war"  worse  than  any  known  shirk- 
er, but,  nevertheless,  full  of  Socialistic  ideas  which  are  not 
those  which  now  appeal  to  the  thoroughly  patriotic  American. 
On  the  other  hand  he  had  a  warm  heart  for  everybody,  from 
the  tramp  to  those  who,  like  himself,  were  real  laborers,  or, 
if  you  please,  "poets."  John  Burroughs,  in  a  letter  to  Traubel, 
quite  sizes  up  our  view,  not  only  as  to  Traubel  but  as  to  this 
work:  "That  part  of  your  work  which  does  not  make  me 
laugh,  makes  me  mad."  The  specimens  of  Traubel's  "poetry" 
freely  quoted  are  remarkably  like  Whitman's;  we  should  say 
strictly  patterned  after  it;  but  it  does  not  possess  the  real 
strength  of  many  of  the  verses  of  the  Camden  poet. 

The  Commercial  Power  of  Congress  Considered  in  the 
Light  of  its  Origin.  By  David  Walter  Brown,  Ph.  D. 
New  York :  Clark,  Boardman  Co.,  1919.  Pp.  284. 
This  cloth-bound  volume  is  a  book  by  a  lawyer  for  lawyers. 
We  have  found  it  of  special  interest,  as  it  discusses  "the  origin, 
development  and  contemporary  interpretation  of  the  commerce 
clause  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  from  the  New  Jersey  Rep- 
resentations of  1778  to  the  Embargo  laws  of  Jefferson's  second 
administration  in  1809,"  and,  historically,  it  gives  all  the  credit 
that  should  be  given  to  the  action  of  our  State  Council  and 
General  Assembly  in  the  representations  made  (by  action  in 
these  bodies)  to  the  Continental  Congress,  concerning  the  reg- 
ulation of  trade.  The  effect  of  these  representations  and  full 
particulars  of  the  conflicts  between  different  State  views  are 
stated  with,  we  believe,  accuracy  as  well  as  fullness,  and  with 
genuine  discrimination. 

Four  Chapters  of  Paterson  History.  By  Charles  A. 
Shriner.  Paterson,  1919.  Pp.  101.  Illus. 
This  little  work,  "intended  for  use  in  the  school  room"  (in 
Paterson),  etc.,  is  also  well  printed,  and  of  interest  as  present- 
ing the  beginnings  of  Paterson  in  compact  shape.  It  is  based 
on  the  voluminous  work  on  that  city  on  which  the  late  Mr. 
William  Nelson  was  engaged,  and  which,  it  is  said,  is  finally  t;i 
be  published,  as  it  certainly  should  be. 
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William  Leverett  Dickinson  :  An  Appreciation.  By  Wil- 
liam H.  Richardson,  1919.  Pp.  71.  Illus. 
The  foregoing  was  "prepared  as  a  souvenir  of  the  Dickinson 
Centenary  Celebration  by  the  People  of  Jersey  City,  Nov.  25, 
1919."  It  is  beautifully  printed  and  illustrated,  and  not  only 
gives  a  charming  account  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  fine 
head  of  the  "Dickinson  Classical  School,"  but  of  many  noted 
men,  of  Jersey  City  and  elsewhere. 

Christie.     (Account  of  the  Family).     By  Walter  Christie, 
1919.    Pp.  26.    Illus. 
James,  head  of  the  New  Jersey  family,  came  from  Scotland 
and    settled    at    Schraalenburgh,    Bergen   county,    somewhere 
about  1699.     One  interesting  branch  is  carried  down. 

Newark's  Last  Fifteen  Years,  1904- 1919.  The  Story  in 
Outline.  Pamphlet  by  "C.  V.  D."  Pp.  54. 
Packed  in  brief  compass,  this  brochure,  which  emanates 
from  the  Newark  Public  Library,  though  without  a  title  page, 
states  (what  are  the  subjects  of  frequent  inquiries  at  the 
Library)  a  large  variety  of  facts  concerning  Newark,  N.  J  , 
and  it  is  surprising  what  interesting  matters  are  given. 
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Donations  Received  from  Nov.  1,  1919,  to  March  1,  1920 

From  Authors : 

David  Walter  Brown,  Ph.  D. :  The  Commercial  Power  of 
Congress  Considered  in  the  Light  of  its  Origin.  N.  Y.,  191  o. — 
Walter  Christie:  Christie  Genealogy,  1918. — Rev.  Herbert  G. 
Coddington:  Coddington  Records  (pamphlet),  Syracuse, 
1920. — Hiram  E.  Deats:  Tombstone  Inscriptions  from  Hun- 
terdon County  Cemeteries  (pamphlet),  1919. — F.  W .  Faxon 
Co.:  Annual  Magazine  Subject  Index.  191S,  Bost.,  1919. — 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Godfrey:  Memorial  E.  L.  B.  Godfrey,  M.  D., 
Phil. — David  Karsner:  Horace  Traubel  (of  Camden.  N.  J.), 
His  Life  and  Work,  N.  Y.,  1919. — William  H.  Richardson: 
William  Leverett  Dickcrman,  Jersey  City,  1919. — Cliarles  A. 
Shrincr:  Four  Chapters  of  Paterson  History.  Paterson,  1919. 
— Rev.  Benjamin  Thomas:  One  Hundred  Years  of  Sunday 
School  Work,  1818. — 1918,  Cedarville.  N.  J.  (pamphlet)  ;  also. 
other  pamphlets. — Dr.  John  C.  Van  Dyke:  Raritan ;  Notes  on 
a  River  and  a  Family,  New  Brunswick,  1915. 
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From  Other  Than  Authors : 

American  Book  Co.:  New  American  History,  by  A.  j; 
Hart,  N.  Y.,  191 7. — William  S.  Baker:  Biographical  Record, 
Theological  Seminary,  New  Brunswick  (1784-1911),  1912. — 
Dr.  George  S.  Bangert:  Parkers  of  Parkertown,  Burling,:. 
Co.,  N.  J.  (Quakers)  MS. — /.  Laivrence  Boggs:  Photogn  -  . 
of  Maj.-Gen.  William  Wright;  also  pamphlets. —  Universy. 
of  California:  Audiencia  in  the  Spanish  Colonies,  by  C.  H. 
Cunningham,  Berkeley,  Cal.,  1919. — William  J.  Qonkling: 
Gridley  Family,  MS.;  also  other  MSS. — John  A.  Craig:  Map 
of  Totowa  and  the  Boght  before  the  Foundation  of  Patersou 
in  1791,  by  J.  M.  Lathrop. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Day:  Piano 
made  about  1835. — Horace  W .  Dickerson:  Dickerman  Ances- 
try, by  E.  D.  and  G.  S.  Dickerman.  New  Haven,  1897. — ^r- 
William  S.  Disbrozv:  "John  Bull"  (magazine),  1820-1822;  also 
other  books,  pamphlets,  curios  and  pictures. — Mrs.  Emma  M. 
Golding:  Claw  foot,  mahogany  table,  1835. — Hahne  &  Co.: 
Poster,  issued  by  National  War  Savings  Committee,  London. 
Eng. — Miss  Margaret  Haines:  Photographs  of  William  S. 
Pennington,  William  Pennington  and  David  Watkins ;  Prints 
of  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  Bloomtield,  Jonathan  Belcher,  Edward 
Hyde  (Lord  Cornbury),  and  Charles  S.  Olden  (New  Jersey 
Governors). — David  H.  Harris:  Railroad  Gazette,  Vol.  34,  5 
Nos.,  containing  history  of  D.  L.  &  Wr.  R.  R. — A.  Van  Dor  en 
Honcyman:  Somerset  County  Historical  Quarterly,  Vol.  8. 
1919;  Davison  Family,  New  England  and  New  Jersey  (MS.)  ; 
Neale  Family,  New  England  and  New  Jersey  (MS)  ;  Opinion 
on  WyckofT  Will,  by  Wm.  Paterson  (MS). — Mrs.  Henry  B. 
Howell:  Set  of  Pennsylvania  Archives ;  also  other  books. — 
Elmer  T.  Hutchison:  Passaic  County  Roads  (pamphlet),  by 
William  Nelson;  also  MSS. — Dr.  Edmund  J.  James:  Semi- 
Centennial  Alumni  Record,  1918,  of  University  of  Illinois, 
Chicago,  1918. — Edward  S.  Joy:  Alumni  Record,  Williams 
College,  1916;  also  other  pamphlets. — Marion  L.  Lezvis: 
American  Biography,  Vol.  6,  American  Historical  Society.  N. 
Y.,  1919. — Rt.  Rev.  Edwin  S.  Lines:  History  of  Christ  Church. 
Newton,  N.  J.  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Steel  and  I.  I.  Hallock,  iqto: 
also  other  books  and  pamphlets. — Mrs.  Edmund  T.  Lukens: 
Life  of  William  Henry  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  1 729-1 786,  by  Fran- 
cis Jordan,  Jr.  Lancaster,  Pa.,  1910. — Mrs.  William  S.  Meek: 
List  of  Members,  etc.  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  01 
New  Jersey,  1918,  1920  (pamphlets).  Contains  list  of  first 
three* generations  of  Mayflower  ancestors. — Mrs.  Archibald 
Mercer:  Posters,  Hospital  of  St.  Barnabas,  Red  Cross,  and 
others. — Newark  Eree  Public  Library:    Newark's  Last  Fifteen 
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Years,  1905-1919;  also  other  pamphlets  and  books. — Hon. 
Charles  W .  Parker:  Judicial  and  Civil  History  of  N.  J.,  by 
John  Whitehead,  Bost.,  1897;  Map  of  Southern  part  of  Ber- 
gen Township,  Hudson  Co.,  i860;  Prints  (13)  of  early  Jer- 
sey City  views ;  also  other  books,  pamphlets  and  curios. — 
Russell  Bruce  Rankin:  Rankin  Family;  Descendants  of  Wil- 
liam and  Wilhelmina  Rankin  (MS). — James  P.  Read:  Bishop 
Asbury  on  the  Trails  of  Sussex  Co.  (pamphlet;  also  papers 
relating  to  that  county. — Smithsonian  Institution:  Handbook 
of  Aboriginal  American  Antiquities,  by  W.  H.  Holmes,  Wash., 
1919. — John  J.  Vail:  Vail  family;  John  Jervis  and  Anne 
Evelyn  (Baumann)  Vail  (blue  prints),  Rahway,  1919. — Mrs. 
W.  H.  Westervelt :  Description  of  Camp  Merritt,  with  plan 
of  the  Camp,  and  photograph  of  it  from  an  airplane,  1919. — 
Woman's  Branch:  New  Haven  Town  Records,  1662- 1684, 
pub.  by  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society ;  Legend  of  the 
Delaware,  by  W.  Bross :  Historical  Sketch  of  Pittsgrove  Bap- 
tist Church,  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Wills,  D.  D. ;  Miscellaneous  Papers, 
by  same  author. — First  National  Bank,  Woodstown,  N.  J.: 
Almanac  and  Year  Book,  1920. 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON'S   SIGNATURE 

In  writing  his  signature  Washington  put  his  pen  to  the  paper 
five  times.  First,  'he  wrote  the  "G  W"  in  one  connected  line ; 
second,  he  raised  his  hand  and  made  the  small  "o"  between  the 
upper  part  of  the  "G"  and  "W"  and  the  two  dots ;  third,  his 
hand  and  arm  were  placed  in  a  position  to  write  "ashing," 
these  six  letters  occupying  a  breadth  of  almost  exactly  one  and 
three-quarters  of  an  inch.  This  is  about  as  much  of  the 
arc  of  a  circle  (of  which  the  center  is  the  elbow  pivoted  on  the 
table)  as  one  with  a  forearm  of  average  length  can  cause  to 
coincide  with  the  tangent,  or  the  straight  line  across  the  paper, 
which  the  lower  parts  of  the  letters  follow  unless  unusual 
effort  be  made  and  a  great  deal  more  movement  be  given  to  the 
fingers.  The  "g"  ends  in  a  curved  flourish,  of  which  the  con- 
vex side  is  turned  upward  below  the  right  center  of  the  name, 
fourth,  he  wrote  the  final  ''ton  ;"  fifth,  he  added  the  very  pecu- 
liar flourish  above  the  right  center  of  the  name,  with  the  object 
of  dotting  the  "i"  and  crossing  the  "t"  at  the  same  stroke. 
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Nova  Caesarea  Chapter,  Newark    . 
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Boudinot  Chapter,  Elizabeth   . 

Camp  Middlebrook  Chapter,  Bound  Brook 

Jersey  Blue  Chapter,  New  Brunswick     . 
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Captain  Jonathan  Oliphant  Chapter,  Trenton 
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Colonel  Lowrey  Chapter,  Flemington 
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Monmouth  Chapter,  Red  Bank 

General  Mercer  Chapter,  Trenton   . 

Oak  Tree  Chapter,  Salem 

Peggy  Warne  Chapter,  Washington 

Chinkchewunska  Chapter,  Newton 

Greenwich  Tea  Burning  Chapter,  Bridgeton 

Kate  Aylesford  Chapter,  Hammonton     . 

Orange  Mountain  Chapter,  East  Orange 

Ann  Whitall  Chapter,  Woodbury    . 

Bergen  Chapter,  Jersey  City 

Annis  Stockton  Chapter,  Burlington 

General  Washington  Chapter,  Trenton   . 

Parsippannong  Chapter,   Parsippany 

Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds  Chapter,  Pemberton 

Hannah  Arnett  Chapter,  East  Orange    . 

Tennent  Chapter,  Tennent 

Rebecca  Cornell  Chapter,  Rahway 

Major  Joseph   Bloomfield   Chapter,   Bloomfield 
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Wrlliam  Paterson  Chapter,  Paterson 
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THE    SEVENTY-FIFTH    ANNIVERSARY    FUND 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  held  on  May  3,  1920,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  raise  a  fund 
of  $10,000  from  among  the  members  of  the  Society;  that  the 
principal  of  said  fund  be  invested  and  the  income  therefrom  be 
used  towards  the  general  expenses  of  the  Society,  and  that  the 
said  fund  be  designated  as  the  '75th  Anniversary  Fund.'  " 

The  Society  was  founded  in  1845  an<^  the  important  step  that 
it  will  take  in  connection  with  its  75th-Anniversary  Year  is  the 
raising  of  this  fund  of  $10,000. 

Unfortunately  the  Society  has  no  large  endowment  fund, 
having  only  about  $28,000  invested  funds,  which  it  has  re- 
ceived partly  from  bequests  of  members.  The  yearly  income 
from  such  funds,  and  the  amount  received  from  the  Contrib- 
uting Members  for  their  annual  dues  of  $5.00  each,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  adequately  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Society.  In  fact 
we  have  had  to  curtail  our  work  materially.  We  have  now  no 
persons  assisting  Miss  Johnson,  the  Assistant  Librarian,  in  the 
detail  work,  and  consequently  the  cataloguing  and  other  routine 
matters  are  running  very  far  behind.  During  the  past  three 
winters  the  building  has  not  been  properly  heated,  and  we 
have  had  to  practice  economy  in  many  small  ways  to  keep  out 
of  debt.  Repairs  to  the  roof,  costing  over  $500,  must  be  made 
*  immediately.  We  judge  that,  with  the  $10,000  added  to  the 
endowment  fund,  and  with  an  increase  this  year  of  one  hiin- 

10 
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dred  new  contributing  members,  our  income  would  be  in- 
creased about  $1,000  a  year,  which  would  be  a  great  help  to  the 
Society  in  these  trying  times  of  high  prices. 

As  directed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Society  is  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  to  this  fund  from 
the  members  of  the  Society.  Of  course  it  is  left  to  each  mem- 
ber to  determine  what  the  amount  of  the  gift  will  be,  if  any. 
There  might  be  10  persons  who  would  contribute  $1,000  each. 
Perhaps  some  would  be  willing  to  contribute  more,  or  there 
may  be  20  persons  who  would  be  willing  to  contribute  S500 
each.  Any  person  who  donates  $1,000  will  become  a  Patron 
of  the  Society.    Amounts  large  or  small  are  desired. 

Will  you  not  give  this  matter  careful  consideration,  and  if 
there  should  be  any  further  information  desired  regarding  the 
affairs  of  the  Society  please  do  not  hesitate  to  ask  for  it.  Any 
sums  the  members  may  desire  to  contribute  to  this  fund  should 
be  sent  to  the  Treasurer,  J.  Lawrence  Boggs,  750  Broad  St., 
Newark,  N.  J. ;  or  payments  may  be  made  in  installments  at 
such  times  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  donor. 

Francis  J.  Swayze, 

President. 

C^V  (^y*  <*?*  ^* 

OUR  SEVENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY 

The  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  New  Jersey  Histor- 
ical Society  was  observed  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  at 
its  Library  building,  16  West  Park  Street,  Newark,  on  Wed- 
nesday, May  1 2th.  The  day  was  an  exceptionally  fine  one, 
and  so  were  the  attendance  and  exercises.  The  Committee 
designated  by  the  President,  under  the  authority  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  to  arrange  for  the  Anniversary  program  were : 
Mr.  Charles  Bradley,  Chairman  ;  Rt.  Rev.  Edwin  S.  Lines,  D. 
D.,  and  Messrs.  Frank  Bergen,  Charles  M.  Lum  and  J.  Law- 
rence Bog^s.  Luncheon  was  served  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Woman's  Branch  of  the  Society  at  one  o'clock,  and  the  exer- 
cises began  at  two,  to  a  crowded  room. 

After  an  invocation  by  Rev.  William  J.  Dawson,  D.  D.,  of 
Newark,   Hon.    Francis   J.    Swayze,   Justice    of   the    Supreme 
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Court  of  this  State,  the  President  of  the  Society,  presided, 
and  made  an  address  of  welcome. 

Address  of  Welcome  by  President  Swayze 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  welcome  you  to  this  anniversary 
of  our  Society.  Nature  smiles  on  us  with  "the  promise  of  the 
glittering  May."  We  can  rejoice  in  the  achievement  of  the 
past  and  look  with  hope  to  the  future.  Mr.  Honeyman  will 
tell  you  the  details  of  the  last  twenty-five  years,  as  Mr.  Nelson, 
whom  all  remember  with  gratitude,  told  the  Society  twenty-five 
years  ago  of  the  work  of  our  first  fifty  years. 

We  are  trying  to  make  the  Society  a  little  more  active.  Last 
January  we  had  an  admirable  account  from  Mr.  Colie  of  the 
life  of  a  great  Jerseyman,  Cortlandt  Parker.  Today  we  are  to 
have  an  address  from  a  distinguished  citizen,  the  former  Am- 
bassador to  the  German  Empire,  Dr.  Hill.  We  hope  to  have 
similar  addresses  from  time  to  time,  hereafter. 

All  of  you,  1  suppose,  have  received  the  current  number  of 
our  Proceedings.  It  is  somewhat  changed  in  form  to  corre- 
spond with  more  modern  styles  in  typography.  I  trust  you 
like  the  change.  It  makes  the  pamphlet  look  more  like  a  maga- 
zine, and  more  attractive. 

Our  Constitution  declares  that  the  object  of  our  Society  is 
to  discover,  procure  and  preserve  whatever  relates  to  the  his- 
tory of  New  Jersey.  The  importance  of  documents  has  been 
forcibly  brought  home  to  us  during  the  late  War.  Newspaper 
accounts  were  necessarily  inaccurate ;  each  hour  brought  a 
varying  tale.  But  when  the  work  took  form  in  a  document, 
the  terms  of  the  armistice,  of  the  League,  of  the  Treaty,  or 
even  in  a  message  or  speech,  we  had  something  definite  and 
certain  on  which  we  could  depend.  So  has  it  been  with  the  his- 
tory of  New  Jersey.  And  we  have  preserved  those  documents  in 
our  "New  Jersey  Archives"  with  the  financial  aid  of  the  State. 
In  those  "Archives"  you  may  read  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  his  grants  to  Berkeley  and  Carteret,  one  of  which 
you  may  actually  see  in  our  vault;  the  Quintipartite  Deed, 
*  the  Grants  and  Concessions  of  the  Proprietors  to  the  settlers, 
the  Surrender  of  the  Government  to  the  Queen,  the  Commis- 
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sion  of  Lord  Cornbury  as  Governor,  and  the  Instructions  to 
Lord  Cornbury.  These  are  the  documents  on  which  our  State 
government  rested  until  the  Constitution  of  1776,  and  they  in 
themselves  amounted  to  a  Constitution.  One  who  understands 
them  fully  knows  the  early  history  of  New  Jersey.  I  was 
reading  them  again  this  morning.  What  struck  me  most  was 
the  assumption  that  underlay  them  all,  that  the  King  might 
grant  away  the  powers  of  government  in  the  same  way  and  by 
the  same  instrument  by  which  he  conveyed  land.  No  one 
thinks  so  now.  We  believe  that  government  belongs  to  the 
people,  who  are  at  once  governors  and  governed.  We  live  in 
days  of  political  liberty,  and,  wherever  there  has  been  a  move- 
ment for  liberty,  it  has  taken  the  form  of  a  demand  for  a  Con- 
stitution,— a  Constitution  which  should  not  only  secure,  to 
whatever  extent  it  might  in  a  particular  case,  the  right  of  the 
people  to  rule,  but  should  also  mark  out  the  limits  of  that 
power,  and  protect  the  individual  against  governmental 
usurpation,  even  when  the  government  was  republican  in  form 
and  democratic  in  spirit.  So  documents  have  increased  in 
importance  since  all  governments  substantially  are  govern- 
ments of  documents. 

We  have  discovered,  procured  and  preserved,  by  print, 
these  early  documents.  There  are  many  others  in  our  vaults 
that  ought  to  be  printed ;  not  only  important  public  documents 
like  those  I  have  mentioned,  but  there  must  be  letters,  diaries, 
journals  and  the  like  that  would  help  us  form  a  picture  oi 
the  past.  Two  important  documents  I  ought  to  mention.  We 
hope  some  day  to  reprint  the  Elizabethtown  Bill  in  Chancery 
and  the  Answer,  so  important  to  the  early  history  of  Elizabeth ; 
and  personally  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  print  the  debates  in 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1844.  ^e  no  longer  have  an 
appropriation  for  this  purpose  from  the  State  and  we  ought 
not  under  present  conditions  to  ask  the  State  to  spend  even 
the  small  amount  required.  We  must  rely  on  our  own  re- 
sources, which  means  the  patriotism  and  liberality  of  individ- 
uals. How  badly  we  need  money  was  shown  by  the  devices 
to  which  we  have  had  to  resort  in  order  to  keep  a  part  of  the 
building  open  in  cold  weather.     I  am  afraid  our  assistants  in 
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actual  charge  sometimes  suffered  from  the  cold.  We  have 
done  the  best  we  could.  In  addition  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
complete  our  catalogue.  This  cannot  all  come  at  once.  We 
must  hope  for  brighter  days. 

The  following  report  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  (since 
the  preceding  Jubilee  Anniversary  of  1895),  was  read  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  A.  Van  Doren  Honeyman : 

The  Past  Twenty-Five  Years. 

Goethe — if  you  will  permit  me  to  quote  from  a  most  worthy 
German  writer — once  wrote :  "That  which  history  can  give  us 
best  is  the  enthusiasm  which  it  raises  in  our  hearts."  If  any- 
thing said  today  will  only  arouse  enthusiasm  in  the  hearts  of 
all  present  for  a  cause  which  ought  to  be  a  sacred  one  in  New 
Jersey,  our  Society  will  feel  this  Anniversary  not  held  in 
vain.  To  remember  and  preserve  the  worthy  things  of  the 
past  as  performed  by  our  ancestors  is  certainly  a  sacred  trust, 
and  we  cannot  do  too  much  to  make  the  trust  worthy  of  our 
heritage. 

To  speak  of  twenty-five  years'  work  by  this  Society  and 
to  do  it  in  the  time  allotted  me — twenty  minutes — will  require 
great  compression  and  even  suppression  of  interesting  facts ; 
so  I  shall  touch  only  on  a  few  leading  subjects. 

I  may  first  remind  the  many  present,  few  of  whom  were 
members  of  our  Society  a  quarter-century  ago,  that  four  days 
hence,  on  May  16th,  it  will  be  just  twenty-five  years  since  was 
celebrated  the  Society's  Jubilee,  an  occasion  long  to  be  remem- 
bered by  the  noble  workers,  almost  all  now  deceased,  who 
planned  for  and  participated  in  it.  The  chief  speakers  were 
ex-President  Harrison,  to  whom  a  gold  medal  was  tendered ; 
President  Woodrow  Wilson,  of  Princeton,  since  then  Gov- 
ernor of  our  State  and  now  President  of  the  United  States : 
Dr.  Austin  Scott,  then  President  of  Rutgers,  and  still  one  of 
the  strongest  of  the  faculty  of  that  College  and  still  a  fellow- 
worker  with  us;  and  our  late  unusually  gifted  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Mr.  William  Nelson.  Our  Proceedings  for  1S95 
give  these  addresses  in  full,  and  that  occasion  served  to  put 
the  Society  on,  as  it  were,  "the  map." 
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The  next  most  important  step  to  keep  the  Society  on  "the 
map"  was  the  obtaining  possession  and  practical  ownership  of 
this  building,  which  was  accomplished  in  1901,  through  the 
efforts  of  our  then  President,  the  late  Jonathan  W.  Robertsr 
and  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis  M.  Tichenor,  the  latter  one  of  a 
special  committee  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result,  and 
who  was  largely  responsible  for  it.  Subsequently  the  gener- 
osity of  some  of  the  trustees  and  members  gave  us  a  fireproof 
vault  for  our  important  manuscripts  and  other  documents. 
This,  without  doubt,  is  the  one  most  significant  accomplish- 
ment of  the  past  twenty-five  years.  Before  that  period  our 
books  and  pamphlets  were  about  as  inaccessible  and  our  rooms 
in  practically  a  garret  as  uninviting  as  the  ancient  tombs  of 
the  Pharaohs.  Previous  to  1901,  but  after  our  Jubilee  meet- 
ing, and  in  part  as  a  result  of  the  Jubilee  exercises,  various 
were  the  abortive  designs  to  properly  house  the  library. 
Princeton  University  very  generously  offered  the  Society  the 
use  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  library  and  collections  in 
perpetuity,  together  with  light,  heat,  etc.,  and  a  custodian ; 
Trenton  also  desired  a  removal  to  that  city ;  but  the  permanent 
drawing  attractions  and  size  of  Newark,  and  its  proximity  to 
other  large  cities  and  to  the  metropolis  of  the  East,  finally 
carried  the  day,  and  here  we  have  remained.  Here  have  been 
our  losses  and  here  have  been  our  gains. 

Losses — a  host  of  them ;  of  grand,  good  men,  variously 
occupied,  but  giving  us  freely  of  their  valuable  time,  and, 
as  to  such  as  were  of  us  twenty-five  years  ago,  almost  all  of 
them  have  gone  over  to  the  Great  Majority. 

Referring  again  to  that  semi-centennial  anniversary  in  order 
to  show  somewhat  of  our  losses  by  death  since,  I  note  that  Mr. 
Franklin  Murphy,  afterward  Governor,  was  the  chairman  of 
a  special  committee  of  seventeen  to  arrange  for  it.  Others 
were  the  Society's  President,  Dr.  Pennington,  Hon.  John 
Whitehead,  Hon.  John  F.  Dryden,  Justice  Depue,  Judge 
Vroom,  Judge  Ricord,  Adjutant-General  Strvker,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Charles  Bradley,  William  R.  Weeks,  Theodore  Coe, 
Francis  M.  Tichenor,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Rev.  Dr.  Molt. 
William  Nelson,  Ernest  E.  Coe.     Every  one  is  now  deceased 


*  Our  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  143 

except  Mr.  Charles  Bradley,  who  is,  very  fittingly,  the  chair- 
man of  arrangements  today.  The  voluminous  program  of 
eighteen  items  at  the  morning  session  on  that  day  contained 
the  names  of  twelve  persons,  and  of  these  only  Mr.  Bradley 
is  living.  As  to  the  officers  of  that  period  (to  mention  whom,  re- 
quires the  repetition  of  some  names),  the  President,  Dr.  Sam- 
uel H.  Pennington,  who  had  been  an  original  member  since 
1845  5  the  First  Vice-President,  afterward  President,  Adju- 
tant General  William  S.  Stryker ;  the  Second  Vice-President, 
Rev.  Dr.  George  S.  Mott;  the  Third  Vice-President,  later 
President,  Jonathan  W.  Roberts ;  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian, 
Judge  Frederick  W.  Ricord ;  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
William  Nelson;  Hon.  Franklin  Murphy,  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee ;  six  of  his  eight  associates,  Justice 
Davie  A.  Depue,  Judge  Garret  D.  W.  Vroom,  Robert  F.  Bal- 
lantine,  John  I.  Blair,  Nathaniel  Niles  and  William  Clark,  are 
all  deceased,  the  remaining  two  associates  surviving  being  Mr. 
Bradley  and  the  venerable  James  Neilson  of  New  Brunswick. 
Of  the  original  twenty  members  of  the  Society  in  1845  oue 
only  was  living  in  1895,  Mr.  Cortlandt  Parker,  but  this  grand 
old  Roman  passed  on  in  1907. 

Other  officers  and  trustees  since  and  almost  a  host  of  old 
and  new  members  have  also  crossed  the  River ;  many  of  them 
distinguished  in  various  professions.  There  is  no  time  to 
name  even  those  most  widely  known,  but  it  would  seem  as  if 
I  must  at  least  mention  these  other  exceedingly  important 
active  co-workers  of  the  past :  Edmund  Drake  Halsey,  Prof. 
Charles  G.  Rockwood,  and  our  thoroughly  trusted  Treasurer 
for  sixteen  years,  William  C.  Morton.  Our  latest  great  loss 
was  that  of  ex-Chancellor  William  J.  Magie,  long  a  valued 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  some  time  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  who  died  January  15,  191 7.  As  to  all 
such  whom  we  sorely  miss  we  must  think  of  them  as  leaving 
to  us  their  responsibilities,  increased  because  they  are  not 
with  us  to  give  us  their  cheering  cooperation. 

Mr.  Nelson's  comprehensive  address  in  1005  reviewed  the 
careers  and  gave  the  dates  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Society 
for  fifty  years.     To  complete  this  list  to  the  present   1   shall 
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name  those  who  have  served  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury as  officers,  stating  their  full  terms  of  service.  I  do  not 
include  those  trustees  who  have  not  served  in  the  capacity  of 
officers,  as  the  previous  record  does  not  give  them,  and  there 
have  been  so  many  changes  in  them.  The  current  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  who  are  not  officers  of  the  Board 
now  appear  on  the  cover  of  each  number  of  our  Proceedings. 
These  persons  have  acted  as  officers  during  the  past  quar- 
ter of  a  century: 

PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Dr.   Samuel  H.   Pennington,    1894- 1897. 
Gen.  William  S.  Stryker,   1897- 1900. 
Jonathan  W.  Roberts,  1900-1901. 
Hon.  John  F.  Dryden,  1901-1903. 
Jonathan  W.  Roberts,  1903- 19 12. 
Hon.  Francis  J.  Swayze,  191 2 — present. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Gen.  William   S.   Stryker,   1890- 1897. 

Rev.  George  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  1890-1897. 

Jonathan  W.  Roberts,  1894- 1897. 

Dr.  Austin  Scott,  1895-1904;    1916 — present. 

Robert  F.  Ballantine,  1897-1905. 

Hon.  William  J.  Magie,  1897-1898 

William  H.  Corbin,  1898-1903. 

Hon.  Amzi  Dodd,  1903-1905. 

Wallace  M.  Scudder,  1904- 1908. 

Francis  M.  Tichenor,  1905- 1906. 

George  R.  Howe,  1905- 191 7. 

Hon.   Francis  J.  Swayze,   1907- 191 2. 

Charles  M.  Lum,  1908 — present. 

Charles  Bradley,  1912-1916. 

Hon.  Charles  W.  Parker,  191 7 — present. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES 

William  Nelson,  1890-1914. 

A.  Van  Dorcn  Honey  man,  1914-to  present. 

1 

RECORDI NG    SECRETARIES 


Ernest  E.  Coc,  1804- 1807. 

Rev.  Geo.  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  1S97-1S99. 
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Miss  Henrietta  R.   Palmer,   1899- 1900. 
Miss  Marie  Fox  Wait,  1901. 
Wilbur  S.  Johnson,  1901-1903. 
George  Forman,  1903-1904. 
Rev.  Joseph  F.  Folsom,  1904 — present. 


TREASURERS 


Hon.  Frederick  W.  Ricord,  1881-1897. 
Francis  M.  Tichenor,  1897-1900. 
William  C.  Morton,  1900-1916. 
J.  Lawrence  Boggs,  1916 — present. 

LIBRARIANS 

Hon.  Frederick  W.  Ricord,  1881-1897. 
Miss  Henrietta  R.  Palmer,  1899- 1900. 
Miss  Marie  Fox  Wait,   1901-1902. 
Francis  M.  Tichenor,   1902- 1906. 
Rev.  J.  F.  Folsom,  1910 — present. 

In  1895  our  library  possessed  15,733  bound  volumes  and 
5,603  pamphlets,  according  to  the  report  then  made.  To-day 
it  has  on  its  shelves  about  31,000  volumes  and  about  30,000 
pamphlets  (which  includes  about  1,200  books  or  pamphlets 
classed  as  Genealogies).  We  have  also  about  600  maps,  not 
including  those  in  books;  about  1,100  portraits  (paintings  and 
prints)  of  persons  of  note;  about  1,000  pictures  (paintings 
and  prints)  of  places,  and  about  900  curios  ;  a  total  of  approx- 
imately 64,600  items.  The  index  cards  to  books,  pamphlets, 
manuscripts,  portraits,  prints,  maps  and  curios  number  about 
103,000,  and,  in  addition,  there  is  an  old  manuscript  index 
going  back  to  Mr.  Whitehead's  time  of  about  12,000  entries. 
More  exact  figures  on  these  items  cannot  be  given,  but  careful 
estimates  indicate  that  the  above  numbers  are  probably  within 
the  facts. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Library  has  frequently  run 
to  over  4,000  per  year;   the  largest  number  being  over  5,000. 

Up  to  1895  we  had  published  22  volumes  of  Proceedings, 
7  volumes  of  "Collections,"  and  iS  volumes  of  "Archives," 
besides  an  Index  to  the  first  10  volumes  of  "Archives,"  in  all 
48  separate  works,  containing  19,956  pages  of  printed  matter. 
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Since  then  we  have  put  out  15  volumes  of  Proceedings,  2 
of  "Collections"  and  17  of  "Archives,"  in  all  34  volumes, 
containing  15,926  pages;  a  grand  total  of  82  volumes,  embrac- 
ing nearly  36,000  pages  of  printed  matter.  Besides  these, 
various  articles  in  the  Proceedings  were  issued  in  separate 
pamphlets ;  I  do  not  know  the  number,  but  approximately 
seventy-five.  This  number  would  include  a  few  not  printed 
in  the  Proceedings,  as,  for  example,  Mr.  Nelson's  "The 
Indians  of  New  Jersey."  Surely  if  the  Society  had  done  no 
more,  the  issue  of  this  large  number  of  published  works 
would  have  fully  repaid  its  obligations  to  its  members  and  the 
public.  Few  other  Societies  in  this  country  have  done  as  much 
in  the  way  of  publication. 

It  may  also  be  stated  here  that  in  our  last  January  Proceed- 
ings, a  comprehensive  or  working  Index  to  all  the  37  volumes 
of  Proceedings,  from  1845  to  I9I9  inclusive,  was  published, 
thus  supplying  an  important  need. 

The  membership  of  the  Society  (Resident,  Life  and  Annual 
as  then  termed),  in  1895  was  probably  less  than  500;  I  cannot 
find  that  it  was  then  reported.  To-day  it  numbers  in  its  pres- 
ent three  classes  (Patrons,  Life  and  Contributing  members) 
about  829,  of  whom,  however,  only  470  are  Contributing 
Members,  from  whom  annual  dues  are  received.  We  ought 
to  have  in  a  State  like  New  Jersey,  with  its  intensive  early 
and  Revolutionary  history,  at  least  1,000  Contributing  Mem- 
bers. 

The  most  important  outgrowth  of  the  Society  is  the  Wo- 
man's Branch  inaugurated  May  29,  1901,  with  an  Asso- 
ciate membership  at  its  formation  of  135,  now  increased  to 
439.  Its  originator  was  Jonathan  W.  Roberts,  this  Society's 
President,  and  its  first  President  was  Miss  Marie  Antoinette 
Quinby,  who  assisted  Mr.  Roberts  in  organizing  the  Branch. 
She  died,  greatly  lamented,  while  in  office,  March  7,  1909,  a 
Joss  then  considered  irreparable.  Since  that  date  its  Presi- 
dents have  been;  Mrs.  Mary  Depue  Ogden,  1909-1910,  Miss 
Mary  McKeen,  1910-1916,  and  Miss  Altha  E.  Match  (now 
Mrs.  Altha  Hatch  Cutler)  1916  to  the  present.  This  Branch 
has  to  its  credit  an  amazing  record  of  work  well  done.     We 
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should  hardly  know  how  to  go   forward  without  it  as  a  co- 
operating force. 

One  of  the  fine  art  collections  in  the  Library  was  presented 
in  1908  by  Mrs.  Howard  W.  Hayes,  of  Newark,  it  having  been 
gathered  by  Mr.  Hayes  in  his  lifetime.  Mr.  Hayes  was  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Society,  and  was  an  enthusiastic  collector  of 
paintings,  rugs,  art  objects  and  books.  It  is  preserved  intact  as 
a  "Howard  W.  Hayes  Collection,"  and  a  catalogue  of  the  same 
was  published  in  the  Proceedings  (Third  Series,  Vol.  V,  pp. 
130-139).  Miss  Alice  W.  Hayes,  a  sister,  also  left  to  the  So- 
ciety in  1914  a  bequest  of  $10,000  in  memory  of  her  father,  the 
late  David  A.  Hayes,  who,  for  twenty-seven  years  (1848-1875) 
was  our  valued  Recording  Secretary.  In  this  connection  there 
should  not  be  overlooked  the  fine  collection  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets, largely  relating  to  New  Jersey  history,  given  to  the  So- 
ciety in  191 1  by  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Halsey,  being  those  gathered  in 
his  lifetime  by  the  late  gifted  historian,  Edmund  Drake  Halsey, 
of  Rockaway,  also  a  Life  Member  of  the  Society.  Others  who 
have  left  bequests  of  money  to  the  Society  since  1895  were : 
Sarah  N.  Doughty,  Martha  L.  Hadfield  (in  memory  of  Fran- 
cis M.  Tichenor),  Mary  A.  Ingieton,  Marie  A.  Quinby,  Laura 
C.  Smith  and  William  Young. 

I  wish  I  could  speak  of  the  curio  collection  in  our  Library, 
many  most  interesting  ones  of  which  have  been  secured  by 
the  Woman's  Branch,  but  cannot.  The  latest  important  gift 
to  us  in  this  department  is  that  of  some  7,000  Indian  relics, 
chiefly  arrow  heads  but  also  embracing  other  stone  cur- 
iosities. They  have  not  yet  been  arranged  to  display.  The 
gift  came  from  the  late  Dr.  J.  Hervey  Buchanan,  of  Plainfield, 
who  died  before  actually  delivering  them,  his  widow  later 
carrying  out  his  wishes. 

In  1 91 6,  when  Newark  celebrated  its  250th  Anniversary, 
our  Society  gave  strong  assistance  to  its  Committee  of  One 
Hundred.  We  arranged  for  a  reception  in  our  rooms  for  the 
distinguished  delegates  invited  to  Newark;  we  obtained  the 
naming  of  twenty  members  on  the  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, and  we  also  secured  the  selection  of  our  President,  Mr. 
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Justice  Swayze,  as  the  orator  of  the  day  at  the  exercises  on 
the  first  of  May. 

Eight  or  nine  County  Historical  Societies  have  been  formed 
in  this  State  during  the  past  twenty-five  years;  also  a  major- 
ity of  the  numerous  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  most  of  the  various  other  semi-historical  and 
patriotic  societies,  some  of  them,  without  doubt,  because  of 
the  interest  engendered  by  our  own  Society.  Members  of 
all  these  Societies  have  had  free  access  to  our  library  for 
information,  historical  and  genealogical.  In  fact,  it  is  a  point 
not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  that  our  library  is  actually  free  to  every- 
body, whether  members  or  not,  unlike  that  of  some  other  and 
exclusive  historical  societies.  We  welcome  to  the  library  any- 
body who  chooses  to  come  for  purposes  of  research.  Such 
always  find  here  a  warm  welcome  and  a  helpful  interest  on  the 
part  of  our  assistant  librarian. 

We  need,  as  I  have  stated,  more  members ;  we  need  much 
a  new  and  fire-proof  building ;  we  especially  need  two  endow- 
ment funds,  one  for  carrying  on  our  work  generally  and  one 
for  the  publication  of  books.  All  these  may  come  in  due  time. 
Let  us  hope  that  they  may  come  long  before  our  Centennial 
period  arrives,  as,  when  1945  is  reached,  few  of  us  now  pres- 
ent can  hope  to  be  here  to  listen  to  the  record  of  the  twenty-five 
years  which  are  now  to  follow. 

Address  by  Hon.  David  Jayne  Hill 

The  address  of  the  day  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  David 
Jayne  Hill,  President  of  the  National  Association  for  Consti- 
tutional Government  and  one-time  Ambassador  to  Germany. 
It  occupied  about  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  was  finely  con- 
ceived and  charmingly  delivered.  A  mere  abstract  of  it  will 
furnish  but  an  inadequate  idea  of  its  wide  range  of  thought 
upon  the  topic  announced,  and  the  clarity  of  its  reasoning. 
The  subject  was  "The  Powers  of  Government." 

Radical  tendencies  of  the  present  day,  he  declared,  com- 
pel remembrance  that  "eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  lib- 
erty," and  he  asserted  that  "vigilance  is  not  enough."  Americans 
have  lived  under  institutions  so  free  and  so  wisely  ordained, 
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and  have  enjoyed  a  degree  of  personal  liberty  so  complete 
that  many  have  almost  ceased  to  think  seriously  of  govern- 
mental questions.  The  speaker  recalled  the  familiar  exhorta- 
tion relative  to  the  duty  which  the  citizen  owes  the  State,  and 
emphasized  that  today  it  is  not  merely  the  duty  of  the  citi- 
zen, but  the  imperative  necessity  under  which  the  citizen  is 
placed,  if  he  wishes  to  preserve  his  freedom,  of  restricting 
the  powers  of  government  and  keeping  them  within  the  limits 
they  are  always  tending  to  overstep  and  ultimately  disregard. 

Rehearsing  the  events  in  the  critical  period  following  the 
War  of  Independence,  Dr.  Hill  spoke  of  the  new  idea  of 
government  germinated  in  the  minds  of  the  liberated  colonists 
along  the  doctrine  of  the  inherent  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  This  new  conception  of  government  he  described  as 
a  consciousness  that  the  powers  of  government  consist  not  in 
the  superior  strength  of  rulers,  but  in  the  organized  authority 
of  a  community  delegated  by  free  men  to  preserve  their 
inherent  rights  and  liberties. 

That  it  is  difficult  to  make  this  truth  comprehensible  to 
those  whose  conception  of  government  is  expressed  in  the 
maxim  "to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  was  asserted.  To 
them  "democracy"  is  simply  a  contrivance  for  obtaining  con- 
trol of  the  powers  of  government  by  a  preponderance  of  votes, 
and  when  that  control  is  obtained  they  hold  it  may  be  exercised 
without  limit,  and  without  regard  to  the  wishes,  the  interests, 
or  the  equal  rights  of  the  defeated  minority. 

The  outcroppings  of  this  conception  run  all  through  the 
history  of  our  country.  They  appear  in  the  form  of  public 
office  as  a  private  perquisite,  the  repudiation  of  debts,  the 
demand  for  debased  coinage  or  the  inflation  of  the  currency 
by  paper  money,  in  class  control  of  legislation  and  in  other 
perversions  of  common  interest  and  the  common  right.  Such 
demands  are,  of  course,  a  repudiation  of  the  doctrines  of 
inherent  rights  and  liberties  based  on  the  essential  dignity, 
freedom  and  responsibility  of  the  individual  person,  which  is 
the  very  essence  of  true  Americanism. 

Toward  the  conclusion  of  his  address  Dr.  Hill  said : 

"With  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall  as  the  basis  of 
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our  constitutional  stability,  with  demagogues  playing  upon  the 
susceptibilities  of  the  uninstructed,  with  powerful  groups 
pressing  for  private  advantages,  with  conspiracies  of  violence 
brewing  revolution,  with  propagandists  of  ruinous  doctrines 
claiming  immunity  of  speech  and  assembly  by  an  appeal  to  the 
very  Constitution  which  the  conspirators  are  seeking  to  de- 
stroy, with  a  great  part  of  the  intelligent  public  utterly  apa- 
thetic, with  popular  political  and  economic  education  neg- 
lected, with  new  emotional  influences  aiming  to  direct  public 
action,  and  a  strong  current  of  anti-national  purposes  issuing 
from  an  aspiration  for  peace  without  effective  agencies  for 
preserving  it,  menaced  by  new  forms  of  absolutism  within  and 
tempted  to  dangerous  partnerships  both  from  within  and  with- 
out, we  have  greater  need  than  this  nation  ever  had,  since  its 
foundation,  to  remember  that  'eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of 
freedom.'  " 

At  the  end  of  the  address,  which  was  often  punctuated  by 
hearty  applause,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  Dr.  Hill,  who  is  a 
Jerseyman  by  birth,  was  thanked  for  his  remarks  and  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Society.  The  exercises  were  then 
ended. 

t<?»  fc?*  <(5*  %7* 

NEW  JERSEY  AS  IT  APPEARED  TO  EARLY 
OBSERVERS   AND   TRAVELLERS 

BY   WILLIAM    H.   BENEDICT,   NEW  BRUNSWICK,   N.   J. 

There  were  two  types  of  writers  upon  New  Jersey  during  its 
early  history :  one  who  wrote  for  the  hoped-for  emigrant,  and 
one  who  made  a  general  description,  presenting  a  sketch  of  the 
country  in  its  most  attractive  light.  Among  these  there  is  a 
very  great  sameness ;  the  facts  and  arrangement  would  almost 
incline  one  to  believe  that  they  were  reproduced  by  the  succes- 
sive writers  or  obtained  from  the  same  original  source. 

Daniel  Denton  in  1670 

Daniel  Denton  wrote  a  brief  account  of  New  York  under 
•date  of  1670,  and  describes  New  York  as  "all  the  land  between 
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New  England  and  Maryland  in  Virginia."  How  far  it  extend- 
ed back  into  the  interior  he  does  not  attempt  to  say.  He  gives 
the  rivers  as  the  "Hudson,"  the  "Raritan,"  and  the  "Delaware- 
bay,"  and  of  the  Indians  he  says :  "How  strangely  the  Indians 
have  been  decreast  by  the  hand  of  God,  for  since  my  time 
where  there  were  six  towns  they  are  reduced  to  two  small  vil- 
lages," and  adds :  "The  Indian  name  dies  with  him  and  must 
not  be  again  mentioned,  and  any  other  Indian  having  a  similar 
name  doth  change  it  and  take  a  new  one." 

Denton  lived  in  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  and  was  one  of  those 
who  petitioned  Governor  Nicholl  for  the  privilege  of  making 
a  settlement  in  East  Jersey.  It  is  quite  probable  that  his  little 
pamphlet  was  written  and  distributed  to  attract  settlers  to  the 
venture  made  at  Elizabethtown  in  1664. 

Fox  and  Edmundson,  i6yiJ2 

George  Fox  and  William  Edmundson  were  Quaker  preach- 
ers, who  came  to  Virginia  in  1771  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
the  Quaker  settlements  and  to  encourage  them,  and  to  look 
into  their  spiritual  condition.  They  both  wrote  Journals,  and 
went  over  much  the  same  ground ;  although  not  making  the  trip 
together  they  met  from  time  to  time. 

George  Fox,  according  to  his  Journal,  crossed  the  Delaware 
from  New  Castle,  "a  Dutch  town,"  and  took  a  course  through 
what  are  now  the  seaboard  counties.  These  men  came  to  see 
Quakers  and  saw  little  else.  Fox  speaks  of  "not  seeing  man, 
woman  or  dwelling,  except  Indians,  until  they  arrived  at  Mid- 
dletown,  an  English  plantation  in  East  Jersey."  Middletown 
is  said  to  have  been  "the  second  town  in  East  Jersey,  Elizabeth- 
town  having  been  the  first."  He  adds  they  "were  troubled  to 
procure  guides,  which  were  hard  to  get  and  very  changeable. 
.  .  .  Then  had  we  that  wilderness  country  to  pass  through, 
since  called  West  Jersey,  not  then  inhabited  by  English.  Some- 
times we  lay  in  the  woods  by  a  fire  and  sometimes  in  the  In- 
dian wigwam."  From  Middletown  they  went  to  "Middletown 
Harbour,  where  Richard  Hartshorne  carried  us  and  our  horses 
,  in  his  own  boat  over  a  great  water,  which  held  us  the  most  part 
of  the  day  in  getting  over,  and  set  us  upon  Long  Island.     We 
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got  that  evening  to  Graves  End,  the  next  to  Flushing,  and  the 
following  to  Oyster  Bay,  where  the  Quaker  half-year  Meet- 
ing began  next  day." 

From  there  he  went  over  to  Rhode  Island  and,  on  his  return, 
William  Edmundson,  whom  he  had  left  in  Maryland,  joined 
him  at  Shelter  Island.  "We  came  again  to  Richard  Hartshorne 
at  Middletown  Harbour  the  27th  of  the  sixth  month,  1672.  We 
got  at  length  to  Shrewsbury  and  had  a  meeting  there.  Middle- 
town  is  about  five  miles  from  Middletown  Harbour.  We  set 
out  on  our  return  to  Maryland,  and  on  the  15th  we  got  safely 
to  New  Castle."  At  no  place  in  New  Jersey,  except  the  three 
mentioned,  does  he  note  meeting  a  white  man. 

Edmundson  gives  some  other  particulars  which  are  quotable : 
"When  we  were  clear  of  that  quarter  [Long  Island]  we  took 
boat  to  East  Jersey  and  came  to  Shrewsbury."  At  Middletown 
"one  Edward  Tarff  came  into  the  Meeting  with  his  face 
blacked,  and  said,  'It  was  his  justification  and  sanctification;' 
also  sung  and  danced,  and  came  to  me,  where  I  was  sitting 
waiting  on  the  Lord,  and  called  me  'old  rotten  Priest,'  saying 
'I  had  lost  the  power  of  God ;'  but  the  Lord's  power  rilled  my 
heart  and  His  Word  was  powerful  and  sharp  in  my  heart  and 
tongue.  I  told  him  he  was  mad,  and  that  made  him  fret ;  he 
said  'I  lied,'  for  he  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  come  in  that 
manner  to  reprove  me.  I  looked  on  him  in  the  authority  of  the 
Lord's  power,  and  told  him,  I  challenged  him,  and  his  God  that 
sent  him,  to  look  me  in  the  face  one  hour  or  half-an-hour ;  but 
he  was  smitten,  and  could  not  look  me  in  the  face,  so  went 
out.     .     .     . 

"Next  morning  we  took  our  journey  through  the  Wilderness 
towards  Maryland,  to  cross  the  river  at  Delaware  Falls.  Rich- 
ard Hartshorne  and  Eliakim  Wardell  would  go  a  day's  journey 
with  us ;  we  hired  an  Indian  to  guide  us,  but  he  took  us  wrong, 
and  left  us  in  the  woods;  when  it  was  late  we  alighted,  put 
our  horses  to  grass,  and  kindled  a  fire  by  a  little  brook,  con- 
venient for  water  to  drink;  so  lay  down  until  morning,  but 
were  at  a  great  loss  concerning  the  way,  being  all  strangers  in 
the  wilderness.  Richard  Hartshorne  advised  me  to  go  to  Rar- 
ington  River,  about  ten  miles  back,  as  was  supposed,  to  find  out 
a  small  landing-place  from  New  York,  from  whence  there  was 
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a  small  path  that  led  to  Delaware  Falls.  So  we  rode  back,  and 
in  some  time  found  the  landing-place  and  little  path ;  then  the 
two  Friends  committed  us  to  the  Lord's  guidance,  and  went 
back. 

"We  travelled  that  day  and  saw  no  tame  creature.  At  night 
we  kindled  a  fire  in  the  wilderness  and  lay  by  it,  as  we  used  to 
do  in  such  journeys.  Next  day,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  by 
the  good  hand  of  God,  we  came  well  to  the  Falls,  and  by  His 
Providence  found  there  an  Indian  man,  a  woman  and  a  boy 
with  a  canoe.  So  we  hired  him  for  some  wampampeg  to  help 
us  over  in  the  canoe.  We  swam  our  horses,  and,  though  the 
river  was  broad,  yet  got  well  over,  and,  by  the  directions  we 
received  from  Friends,  travelled  towards  Delaware  Town  along 
the  west  side  of  the  River.  When  we  had  rode  some  miles  we 
baited  our  horses,  and  refreshed  ourselves  with  such  provisions 
as  we  had,  for  as  yet  we  were  not  come  to  any  inhabitants. 
Here  came  up  to  us  a  Finland  man  well  horsed,  who  could 
speak  English ;  he  soon  perceived  what  we  were,  and  gave  us 
an  account  of  several  Friends.  His  house  was  as  far  as  we 
could  ride  that  day ;  he  took  us  there,  and  lodged  us  kindly. 

"Next  morning,  being  first  day  of  the  week,  we  went  to 
Uplands,  where  were  a  few  Friends  met  at  Robert  Wade's 
house,  and  we  were  glad  one  of  another  and  comforted  in  the 
Lord.  After  Meeting  we  took  boat  and  went  to  Salem,  about 
thirty  miles.  There  lived  John  Fcnwick,  and  several  families 
of  Friends  from  England.  We  ordered  our  horses  to  meet  us 
at  Delaware  Town  by  land.  So  we  got  Friends  together  at 
Salem  and  had  a  Meeting ;  after  which  we  had  the  hearing  of 
several  differences  and  endeavored  to  make  peace  among 
them.  Next  day  we  went  by  boat,  accompanied  by  several 
Friends,  to  Delaware  Town,  and  there  met  with  our  horses  ac- 
cording to  appointment,  but  for  a  long  time  could  get  no  lodg- 
ing for  ourselves,  or  them ;  the  inhabitants  being  most  of  them 
Dutch  and  Finns  and  addicted  to  drunkenness.  That  place 
was  then  under  the  Government  of  New  York,  and  is  now 
called  Pennsylvania.  There  was  a  Deputy-Governor  in  it;  so 
»whcn  we  could  not  get  a  lodging  I  went  to  the  Governor,  and 
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-told  him  we  were  travellers,  and  had  money  to  pay  for  what 
we  called  for,  but  could  not  get  lodging  for  our  money.  He  was 
very  courteous,  and  went  with  us  to  an  Ordinary,  and  com- 
manded the  man  to  provide  us  lodging  (which  was  both  mean 
and  dear),  but  the  Governor  sent  his  man  to  tell  me  that  what 
T  wanted,  send  to  him  for,  and  I  should  have  it.  The  next 
morning  we  took  our  journey  towards  Maryland." 

John  Fenwick,  1673 

John  Fenwick  settled  in  Salem  in  1673.  While  neither  an 
observer  nor  a  traveller,  he  was  very  much  engaged  and  deeply 
interested  in  the  settlement  of  the  province  of  West  Jersey, 
having  (according  to  R.  G.  Johnson,  Philadelphia,  1839),  pur- 
chased it  of  Lord  Berkeley  in  1673  f°r  £i>ooo,  and  bought 
also  the  Indian  title  of  the  Indians  in  1675.  This  narrative 
will  help  fill  out  our  picture.  Fenwick  made  captivating  of- 
fers :  to  each  emigrant,  70  acres  of  land,  with  70  acres  addi- 
tional for  each  manservant,  and  50  acres  for  each  female,  fee- 
ble person  or  child.  Fenwick  brought  his  daughters  and  their 
families,  children  and  servants:  Elizabeth  and  her  husband. 
John  Adams,  and  three  children;  Priscilla  and  her  husband, 
Edward  Chamneys,  and  two  children ;  Anna,  who  shortly  mar- 
ried Samuel  Hodge,  Surveyor-General ;  and  Fenwick's  ten 
servants.  Fenwick  kept  one-tenth,  or  150,000  acres  in  what 
became  Salem  and  Cumberland  counties,  and  sold  the  other 
nine-tenths  of  West  Jersey  for  £900  to  William  Penn,  Gawen 
Laurie  and  Nicholas  Lucas.  Fenwick  was  a  Major  of  Caval- 
ry under  Cromwell,  and  attended  with  his  squadron  at  the  de- 
capitation of  King  Charles  I.  Three  of  those  concerned  in  the 
execution  fled  to  this  country.  Fenwick's  wife  (a  second  wife) 
remained  in  London  for  some  reason,  but  corresponded  with 
him.    He  died  in  the  winter  of  i683-'84. 

Thomas  Budd,  1678 

Thomas  Budd,  whose  prospectus  of  1678  is  much  like  Daniel 
Denton's  and  is  styled  "A  True  Account  of  the  Country  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,"  makes  some  interesting  com- 
ments.   Of  the  Indians  he  says  "they  go  up  the  Delaware  from 
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the  falls  about  eighty  miles  to  an  Indian  town  called  Mine- 
sincks,  meaning  'the  water  gone.'  "  This  settlement  was  on  al- 
luvial flats  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  extending  for  some 
forty  miles,  called  Paaquarry  Flats,  and  is  now  indicated  by 
Pahaquarry  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Warren  county. 

In  1729  Penn's  government  learned  for  the  first  time  that 
there  vvas  a  settlement  of  Hollanders  there,  and  Nicholas 
Scull,  a  surveyor,  was  sent  there  in  1732  to  investigate.  He 
found  the  settlement  (after  forcing  his  way  up  through  the 
Water  Gap),  which  was  believed  to  be  many  years  older  than 
Penn's  Charter  of  1681.  Scull  began  a  survey,  when  an  old 
Indian  put  a  hand  on  his  shoulder  and  said,  "Put  up  iron  string 
— go  home."  So  Scull  returned  and  made  his  report.  The 
outlet  to  this  settlement  was  by  a  mine  road  to  Esopus,  some 
100  miles.  The  Hollanders  claimed  to  have  no  knowledge  as 
to  where  the  river  ran.  The  first  settlers  bought  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Indians,  who  largely  moved  to  the  Susquehanna. 
A  Samuel  Preston  visited  and  talked  with  the  old  men  in 
1787,  who  were  generally  grandsons  of  the  first  settlers.  Gen- 
eral James  Clinton  and  Christopher  Tappan  knew  of  the  mine 
holes  and  the  mine  road,  and  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was 
the  first  good  road  of  any  extent  ever  made  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States.  While  there  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  kind 
of  ore  that  was  mined,  it  has  been  stated  that  it  was  copper. 
The  settlement,  the  oldest  European  settlement  of  equal  ex- 
tent ever  made  in  the  territory,  was  afterwards  named  Penn- 
sylvania, and  it  maintained  peace  and  friendship  with  the  In- 
dians for  100  years. 

Danker  and  Sluyter,  1679 

Jasper  Danker  and  Peter  Sluyter,  Labadisls,  of  Wilverd, 
Finland,  made  a  journey  in  search  of  a  suitable  spot  for  a  col- 
ony and  were  travellers  taking  careful  note  of  the  country.  Dan- 
ker's  Journal  of  1679  is  a  year  later  than  Budd's.  They  went 
to  Maryland  and  crossed  New  Jersey  going  and  coming.  They 
*  accompanied  Ephraim  Hecrman,  who  was  going  to  visit  his 
father,  Augustine  lleerman,  at  Bohemia  Manor,  Maryland. 
The  party  consisted  of  Ephraim  Heerman  and  wife  (who  was 
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a  daughter  of  Madam  Van  Burgh),  on  one  horse;  his  young- 
er brother  and  servant,  on  another  horse ;  while  Danker,  Sluy- 
ter  and  another  servant  each  had  a  horse — seven  people  on  five 
horses.    Banker's  Journal  says  : 

"We  came  to  Woodbridge  by  boat.  Smoker's  Hook  runs 
from  the  Kill  up  to  Woodbridge.  Here  we  took  horses.  In  an 
hour  we  came  to  Piscatteway,  the  last  English  village  in  New 
Jersey.  About  two  miles  further  we  came  to  Mr.  Greenland's, 
who  kept  an  Ordinary  [Inn]  there;  we  had  to  pass  the  night 
there  because  it  is  the  place  of  crossing  the  Millstone  [Rari- 
tan]  River,  which  they  call  the  falls.  Close  by  was  the  dwell- 
ing of  some  Indians.  As  the  water  was  high  we  were  set 
across  in  a  canoe  and  the  horses  swam  across.  The  road  to 
the  falls  of  the  South  [Delaware]  River  is  nothing  but  a  foot- 
path for  men  and  horses  between  the  trees,  although  we  came 
to  places  where  there  were  large  tracts  grown  over  with  long 
grass.  We  crossed  the  Millstone  twice  more  during  the  day 
and  arrived  at  the  falls  of  the  South  [Delaware]  River  about 
sundown.  The  falls  are  nothing  but  a  place  where  the  river 
is  full  of  stones,  for  two  miles  or  less,  very  shallow,  and  the 
water  breaks  against  them,  causing  some  noise.  After  break- 
fast we  continued  down  the  river  in  a  boat,  but  as  Ephraim  was 
suffering  from  the  quartan  ague,  and  it  was  now  come  on,  we 
had  to  lie  by  the  bank  and  make  a  fire,  as  he  could  not  endure 
the  cold  in  the  boat.  We  had  to  row  against  the  current  to 
Burlington,  a  Quaker  village. 

"November  18.  During  the  night  it  snowed  and  froze.  Left 
Burlington  about  noon,  and  at  dark  came  to  Takanij,  a  village 
of  Swedes  and  Finns,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  Next  day. 
about  3.00  P.  M.,  we  arrived  at  the  Island  Tinicum,  the  fifth 
we  had  passed.  On  it  were  three  or  four  houses  built  by 
Swedes,  and  a  little  Lutheran  Church,  and  the  remains  of  a 
block  house,  called  New  Gottenburgh.  We  came  after  dark  to 
Upland  [now  Chester].  Ephraim  Heerman  was  Clerk  of  the 
Court  in  New  Castle  and  Upland,  appointed  by  Gov.  Andros 
1676." 

On  the  return  trip  across  New  Jersey  they  "left  the  Falls  of 
Delaware  about  2.00  P.  M. ;  spent  the  night  in  the  open,  in  the 
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rain,  about  a  fire;  waded  across  the  Millstone;  again  crossed 
it  in  an  Indian's  canoe,  as  it  was  too  high  to  ford.  At  3.00  we 
took  a  road  easterly  to  Raritan  Kil,  leaving  the  road  to  Mr. 
Greenland's  and  Piscatteway,  and  arrived  at  dusk  at  Cornelis 
Van  Langvelt's,  step-son  of  Thomas  the  Baker,  of  New  York. 
He  lived  in  that  house  alone  with  an  Indian,  but  he  had  some 
neighbors  who  are  beginning  a  new  village  on  the  land  of  this 
Thomas  the  Baker,  directly  opposite  Piscatteway,  upon  a  point 
where  the  Millstone  [Lawrence's  Brook]  unites  itself  with 
Raritan  Kil."  From  here  he  returned  by  boat  down  the  Rari- 
tan and  through  the  Kil.  This  journey  is  by  quite  a  different 
route  from  that  taken  by  George  Fox  eight  years  earlier.  But 
the  general  type  of  country  is  about  the  same. 

George  Scot,  1685 

George  Scot,  of  Pitlochie,  Scotland,  sailed  Aug.  1,  1685, 
with  about  200  passengers  on  the  "Henry  Francis."  Some  of 
the  passengers  from  Scotch  prisons  brought  the  prison  fever 
with  them  and  the  mortality  on  the  voyage  was  heavy.  Both 
Scot  and  his  wife  died  on  the  passage;  a  daughter,  Upham, 
survived  and  married  a  fellow-passenger,  John  Johnstone,  and 
received  the  500  acres  promised  her  father.  Scot's  ''Model  of 
Government,"  prepared  for  the  Proprietors,  mentions  as  the 
seven  New  Jersey  towns,  Shrewsbury,  Middletown,  Bergen, 
New  Ark,  Elizabeth,  Woodbridge,  and  Piscataway,  and  says 
Middletown  was  the  second  town  settled.  He  also  mentions 
Thomas  Lawrence  and  his  wife's  son's  (Cornelius  Longlield) 
plantations,  about  3,000  acres;  that  the  Raritan  is  fordable  at 
the  falls;  and  that  there  were  several  tracts  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  located  by  Captain  John  Palmer,  Thomas  Cod  ring- 
ton,  Mr.  White  and  Co.,  John  Robison,  Samuel  Edsal  and  Co., 
and  Capt.  Corson.  Elizabeth  is  named  as  the  first  place  set- 
tled, 1664.  The  type  of  house  built  in  Amboy  was,  in  size,  30 
ft.  x  16  ft.,  with  double  chimney,  and  cost  £50,  or  in  goods. 
£25.  An  acre  was  20  roods  long  by  8  roods  broad,  16  ft.  to  a 
rood  (a  little  less  area  than  now).  There  were  a  few  Indian 
natives.    Land  on  the  south  branch  of  the  Raritan  was,  in  his 
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opinion,  the  best.     (The  "Model"  is  reproduced  in  Whitehead's 
"East  New  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors"). 

Colonel  Potter,  1690 

Col.  Cuthbert  Potter  was  sent  by  the  Council  of  Virginia 
"to  ascertain  the  truth  of  matters  in  New  England  and  New 
York."  He  was  a  lawyer  and  large  landholder,  and  he  started 
Jul/  6,  1690.  On  July  18  reached  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware, 
stopping  at  Mr.  Penn's  and  lodging  at  Mr.  Wheeler's.  Next 
day  he  took  a  horse  and  guide  (it  was  still  necessary  to  have 
a  guide  across  New  Jersey)  for  Elizabeth,  but  got  no  further 
than  "Onion's"  (John  Inian).  On  the  20th  went  from  "On- 
ions" to  Elizabeth  and  stayed  with  Col.  Richard  Townley.  He 
was  traveling  with  a  pass  from  Governor  Nicholson  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  in  New  York  during  the  Leisler  uprising,  and 
smuggled  his  papers  in  after  dark  for  fear  of  being  searched 
and  losing  them.  It  was  just  after  the  overthrow  of  the  An- 
dros  government  in  Massachusetts.  Governor  Bradstreet  and 
Council  sent  an  officer  to  seize  and  search  Col.  Potter.  They 
found  his  portmanteau  at  the  coffee  house,  and,  when  he  re- 
fused to  open  it,  broke  it  open  and  opened  all  his  letters.  After 
keeping  what  they  wished  they  dismissed  him  with  the  re- 
mainder. He  barely  escaped  arrest  in  New  York  on  his  re- 
turn, but  made  the  rest  of  his  trip  without  event.  Here  was  an 
envoy  from  the  Governor  of  one  Colony  carrying  a  Governors 
pass  on  a  friendly  trip  of  investigation,  barely  escaping  arrest 
in  another  Colony,  and  arrested  and  despoiled  of  his  private 
papers  in  a  third,  showing  on  what  terms  one  colony  was  with 
another ! 

Gabriel  Thomas,  1698 

Gabriel  Thomas  in  1698  got  out  a  little  pamphlet  much  like 
Daniel  Denton's.  A  lithographed  copy  of  it  was  published  in 
1848  and  may  be  found  in  many  libraries,  but  it  contains  little 
new  matter. 

%  Rev.  David  Brainerd,  1742 

I  now  go  ahead  fifty  years.  In  1742  David  Brainerd,  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  Indians  in  New  Jersey,  wrote  a  voluminous  tne- 
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nioir,  giving  a  sketch  of  his  five  years'  work.  He  undertook 
three  distinct  missions:  one  above  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware; 
a  second  on  the  Susquehanna,  at  an  Indian  town  called  Shan- 
moking;  and  a  third  at  Croswicksung,  not  certainly  located  but 
probably  Crosswicks,  N.  J.  This  mission  was  later  transferred 
to  land  just  out  of  Cranbury,  to  which  place  his  Indians  re- 
moved and  settled.  He  gives  the  distance  from  the  Forks  of 
the  Delaware  to  his  Indian  village  on  the  Susquehanna  as  120 
miles  and  more,  and  from  the  Forks  to  Cranbury  (then  writ- 
ten "Cranberry")  as  70  miles  and  more. 

Having  little  success  with  the  Pennsylvania  Indians,  either 
at  the  Delaware  or  the  Susquehanna,  he  gradually  concentrated 
his  efforts  on  the  Jersey  Indians,  and  from  not  over  ten  at 
Croswicksung,  when  he  first  went  there,  with  two  or  three 
families  in  a  place,  scattered  six,  ten,  fifteen  and  thirty  miles 
around,  he  gradually  attracted  them  until,  in  1746,  he  had 
about  a  hundred  and  thirty  gathered  together.  Three  missions, 
attendance  at  Presbytery  and  visits  to  other  clergymen  took 
him  about  continually,  but  his  diary  is  solely  devoted  to  his 
work  with  the  Indians,  and  contains  no  comment  on  other 
places  except  the  bare  fact  that  at  such  a  date  he  was  there, 
and  occasionally  with  whom  he  stayed;  as  for  instance,  that 
he  went  "to  Mr.  Dickinson's  at  Elizabethtown,  came  to  a  place 
named  Cranberry,  and,  meeting  with  a  serious  minister,  Mr. 
MacKnight,  I  lodged  there  with  him ;  went  to  Freehold  to  see 
Mr.  Tennent."  About  thirty  Indians  having  collected  at  Cross- 
wicksung,  "walking  a  little  from  the  place  of  meeting  the  In- 
dians killed  three  deer,  which  were  a  reasonable  supply  for 
their  wants."  He  visited  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wales  at  Kingston,  and 
Mr.  Stockston  [Stockton]  at  Princeton;  and  on  one  of  his  trips 
from  Fishkill-on-the-Hudson  to  the  Forks  of  the  Delaware 
says  he  went  "about  100  miles  through  a  desolate  and  hideous 
country,  where  there  were  very  few  settlements."  This,  I 
think,  is  his  only  comment  on  the  country. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  1744 

*In   1744  Alexander  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  made  a  trip  across 
New  Jersey  from  Annapolis.    Travelling  for  his  health  he  set 


160  Proceedings  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

out  on  horseback,  with  his  negro  slave,  Dromo.  "Wednesday, 
May  30,  1744,"  he  set  out  for  New  York  via  Baltimore,  Havre 
de  Grace,  Philadelphia,  Trenton,  Perth  Amboy,  Stat  en  Island. 
Brooklyn;  thence  to  Albany  and  return;  thence  by  Long  Island 
to  Southold,  by  ferry  to  New  London,  to  Boston,  Portsmouth ; 
returning  via  Boston,  Providence,  Newport,  New  Haven,  New- 
York,  Elizabethport  and  Trenton.     He  says : 

"Thursday,  June  14,  a  little  after  five  in  the  morning  I  de- 
parted from  Trenton.  At  half -after-eight  I  put  up  at  one 
Leonard's,  at  the  sign  of  the  Black  Lion  in  Kingston.  I  break- 
fasted then  upon  a  dish  of  tea.  We  arrived  at  six  o'clock  at 
Brunswick,  a  neat,  small  city  in  East  Jersey  Government,  built 
chiefly  of  brick  and  lying  upon  the  Raritan  River,  about  sixty 
miles  northeast  of  Philadelphia.  I  put  up  this  night  at  one 
Miller's,  at  the  sign  of  the  Admiral  Vernon,  and  supped  with 
some  Dutchmen  and  a  mixed  company  of  others.  I  had  a  visit 
from  one  Doctor  Farquhar  in  town,  who  did  not  stay  long 
with  me,  being  bound  that  night  for  New  York  by  water.  Our 
conversation  at  supper  was  such  a  confused  medley  that  I 
could  make  nothing  of  it.  I  retired  to  bed  at  eleven  o'clock, 
after  eating  some  very  fine  pickled  oysters  for  supper.  A  lit- 
tle before  six  in  the  morning  I  forded  the  Raritan  River,  the 
tide  being  low  and  the  scow  aground,  so  that  I  could  not  ferry 
over.     I  went  by  way  of  Perth  Amboy." 

"Sept.  nth.  After  dinner  I  took  boat  along  with  Mr.  Rhea 
from  New  York  to  Elizabethtown  Point  and  had  a  pleasant 
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passage,  making  15  miles  by  water  in  three  hours.  We  pa 
through  Elizabethtown  at  seven  o'clock  that  night,  and  arrive! 
at  Woodbridge  at  half-an-hour  after  eight.  We  put  up  at 
Heard's.  We  set  off  at  seven,  and  before  nine  passed  through 
a  place  called  Piscataway,  about  three  miles  from  Brunswick. 
I  have  observed  that  several  places  upon  the  American  main  go 
by  that  name.  We  crossed  the  Raritan  River  and  arrived  in 
Brunswick  at  nine  o'clock.  We  baited  our  horses  and  drank 
some  chocolate  at  Miller's.  We  mounted  at  ten;  put  up  ai 
Leonard's  at  Kingston,  a  little  before  one,  when  we  dined." 
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Peter  Kalm,  1748 

Peter  Kalm,  of  the  University  of  Aobo,  Sweden,  sailed  for 
America  Aug.  5,  1748.  Before  seeing  land  the  vessel  ran 
aground  off  of  the  coast  of  Maryland,  Sept.  13.  He  sailed  in 
the  Delaware  and  up  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  lodged  with  a 
Quaker,  "three  meals  a  day  at  20  shillings,  Pennsylvania  cur- 
rency, per  week ;  wood,  washing  and  wine  extra."  The  site  of 
Philadelphia  had  been  obtained  by  Penn  from  three  brothers, 
called  Sven's  Saevan  (Sons  of  Sven),  who  had  settled  there. 
He  speaks  of  Arch  St.  as  56  ft.  in  width,  and  Market  St.  over 
100  ft.,  and  seven  streets  the  other  way,  besides  one  on  the  river 
front  called  Water  St. ;  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  built  in 
1704  on  the  south  side  of  Market ;  of  the  two  great  Fairs  every 
year,  May  16  and  Nov.  16.  He  mentions  a  traveller  from 
Mount  Lebanon  in  1737,  Scheick  Sidi,  also  Count  Sinzendorf, 
head  of  the  Moravian  Brethren  in  1741 ;  also  that  12,000  Ger- 
mans came  to  Philadelphia  in  1749. 

In  October  he  crossed  the  ferry  to  Jersey  (four  pence  for 
ferriage),  visited  Trenton  of  "about  100  houses,"  and  says  the 
chief  gain  was  from  travellers  between  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  by  Trenton  yachts,  going  from  Trenton  to  and  from 
Philadelphia,  and  to  Brunswick  by  waggons.  The  yacht  fare 
was  is  6d.,  with  baggage  extra;  the  waggon  2s.  6d.,  and  bag- 
gage likewise  extra.  The  greater  part  of  the  country  was  with- 
out woods;  "a  reddish  brown  earth  is  particularly  plentiful 
near  New  Brunswick,  under  which  was  a  sort  of  red  lime- 
stone." He  mentions  Princeton  and  Rocky  Hill.  Of  Bruns- 
wick he  says : 

"The  Germans  have  two  churches,  one  wood  and  one  stone, 
the  English  one  of  wood,  and  the  Presbyterian  one  of  stone. 
Houses  were  of  brick  and  wood,  the  wall  next  the  street  only 
of  brick,  a  peculiar  kind  of  ostentation."  At  each  door  was 
an  elevation  ascended  by  some  steps,  a  sort  of  balcony  with 
benches  on  both  sides,  where  the  family  sat  evenings,  took  the 
air  and  watched  the  neighbors  pass  by.  The  town  had  only 
one  street  lengthways  and  at  its  northern  extremity  there  was  a 
street  across.    One  of  the  streets  was  almost  entirely  inhabited 
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by  Dutchmen  who  came  from  Albany,  and  so  they  called  it 
Albany  Street.  "They  got  considerable  profit  from  the  travel- 
lers, who  every  hour  pass  on  the  high  road.  An  inhabitant  built 
a  house  of  the  red  stone,  but  it  soon  began  to  change  so  much 
that  its  owner  was  obliged  to  put  boards  all  over  the  walls  10 
prevent  it  from  falling  to  pieces."  [In  tearing  down  old  houses 
more  than  one  has  been  found  of  that  description,  weather- 
boards over  the  stone].  "We  were  ferried  over  the  Raritan 
without  horses.  In  a  dry  summer  at  ebb  tide  it  is  by  no  means 
dangerous  to  ride  through  the  river. 

"Woodbridge  is  a  small  village ;  the  houses  mostly  of  boards 
and  shingled  on  the  side  walls.  Elizabethtown  is  a  small  town 
about  20  miles  from  New  Brunswick ;  it  has  some  stone  build- 
ings. It  might  truly  be  said  of  Elizabethtown  that  it  was  situ- 
ated in  a  garden.  We  lodged  in  Elizabethtown  Point  about  two 
miles  from  the  town.  In  the  morning  we  crossed  the  river 
(the  Kil)  to  Staten  Island,  and  at  eight  went  aboard  a  yacht  to 
go  eight  English  miles  by  sea  to  New  York,  where  we  landed 
about  ii  A.  M.  Besides  the  Christians  of  different  sects  there 
are  many  Jews  in  New  York  and  they  have  a  synagogue."  He 
saw  yachts  from  New  Brunswick  loaded  with  wheat,  flour  and 
linseed.  William  Burnet,  son  of  the  learned  Dr.  Thomas  Bur- 
net, is  recorded  as  "the  best  Governor  New  York  ever  had." 
In  1727  he  was  made  Governor  of  New  England  and  went  to 
Boston,  where  he  died  September  7,  1729. 

Kalm  was  Professor  of  Economy  in  the  University  of  Aobo 
in  Swedish  Finland.  They  continued  his  salary  during  his  trip 
to  America.  The  University  of  Upsala  voted  £150,  an  Asso- 
ciation for  Promoting  Manufacture  contributed  £45,  and  Kalm 
used  £130  of  his  own  money,  Aobo  making  up  the  rest. 

Andrew  Barnaby,  1759 

Andrew  Barnaby  (B.  A.  1754,  M.  A.  1757,  Queens  College, 
Cambridge),  a  minister  of  the  English  Church,  travelled  from 
Virginia  to  Massachusetts,  much  the  same  trip  as  that  taken  by 
Col.  Potter  seventy  years  earlier.    He  records  : 

"June  15  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  a  city  ot*  about  $,OpQ 
houses  and  18,000  or  20,000  inhabitants.  A  house  lets  for  £lO0 
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currency" per  annum.  July  6th,  proceeded  to  Bristol,  and  10 
miles  further  up  the  river  to  Trenton,  of  about  100  houses,  a 
church,  Quaker  and  Presbyterian  Meeting  Houses,  and  bar- 
racks for  300  men.  Thence  to  Sir  John  Sinclair's  at  the  Falls 
of  the  Delaware,  about  a  mile  above  Trenton,  and  spent  an 
agreeable  evening. 

"Proceeded  J 2  miles  further  to  Princeton — a  handsome 
school  and  College  for  the  education  of  dissenters,  erected  on 
the  plan  of  those  in  Scotland ;  about  20  boys  in  grammar 
school,  and  60  in  the  College  building,  called  Nassau  Hall ;  but 
only  two  Professors  besides  the  Provost.  Two  students  occu- 
py each  apartment,  consisting  of  a  large  bed-room  with  fire- 
place and  two  studies.  Student's  expenses  were  £25  currency 
per  year.  The  Provost's  salary  was  £200  and  the  Professors' 
^50  each. 

"In  the  afternoon  proceeded  18  miles  to  Brunswick.  There 
is  a  very  nice  barracks  for  300  men ;  a  church  and  a  Presbyter- 
ian Meeting  House.  In  this  place  and  in  Philadelphia  were  the 
handsomest  women  I  saw  in  America.  The  next  day  I  rode 
up  the  river  to  the  Raritan  Hills  to  see  a  small  cascade,  which 
falls  about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  very  romantically  between 
two  rocks  [Buttermilk  Falls,  Chimney  Rock,  presumably].  On 
the  7th,  I  proceeded  to  Amboy,  which  contains  about  100 
houses  and  has  a  barrack  for  300  men.  In  the  afternoon  trav- 
elled 16  miles  further  to  Elizabeth,  leaving  Woodbridge,  where 
there  is  a  printing  office,  on  my  right  hand. 

"Elizabeth  is  on  a  small  river;  contains  200  or  300  houses; 
has  a  Court  House  and  a  Meeting  House  and  barracks  like 
those  above  mentioned.  Thence  to  Newark,  built  in  an  irreg- 
ular, scattered  manner,  near  two  miles  in  length.  It  has  a 
church  erected  in  the  Gothic  taste  with  a  spire,  the  first  I  had 
seen  in  America.  Thence  along  Second  or  Passaic  River  17  or 
18  miles  to  the  Falls,  which  are  very  extraordinary,  different 
from  any  I  had  hitherto  met  in  America.  The  river,  about  40 
yards  broad,  falls  above  70  feet  perpendicular  in  one  entire 
sheet.  Returning,  crossed  over  to  Col.  John  Schuyler's  cop- 
per mine,  where  there  is  a  very  rich  vein  of  ore.  Two  miles 
further  down  is  the  park  and  gardens  of  his  brother.  Col.  Peter 
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Schuyler.  In  the  gardens  is  a  very  large  collection  of  citrons, 
oranges,  limes,  lemons,  balsam  of  Peru,  aloes,  pomegranates 
and  other  tropical  plants,  and  in  the  park  several  American 
and  English  deer  and  three  or  four  elks,  or  moose  deer. 

"I  arrived  at  Elizabeth  not  a  little  entertained  with  my  ex- 
pedition, but  exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  violent  heat  and 
many  mosquitoes  that  had  infested  me.  The  total  inhabitants 
are  supposed  to  be  70,000,  of  which  the  white  males  are  obliged 
to  serve  in  the  militia  between  16  and  60.  The  paper  currency 
is  about  yo°/o  discount,  but  in  very  good  repute  and  preferred 
by  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  to  that  of  their  own  Province. 
In  Rhode  Island  the  paper  money  is  as  bad  as  possible,  the 
difference  in  exchange  being  at  least  2,500%,  while  that  of 
New  Hampshire  is  no  better  than  Rhode  Island." 

To  illustrate  the  curiosity  of  the  New  England  innkeeper, 
he  tells  this  anecdote  of  Franklin,  who,  because  he  could  not 
get  served  till  curiosity  was  fully  satisfied,  assembled  the 
master  and  mistress,  sons  and  daughters,  menservants  and 
maidservants,  and  began  thus :  "Worthy  people,  I  am  Benja- 
min Franklin  of  Philadelphia  by  trade"  [leaving  a  blank  line 
after  trade — probably  not  knowing  that  he  was  a  printer]  "and 
a  bachelor.  I  have  some  relatives  in  Boston  to  whom  I  am  go- 
ing to  make  a  visit :  my  stay  will  be  short,  and  I  shall  then  re- 
turn and  follow  my  business,  as  a  prudent  man  ought  to.  This 
is  all  I  know  of  myself  and  all  I  can  possibly  inform  you  of.  I 
beg,  therefore,  you  will  have  pity  on  me  and  my  horse  and  give 
us  both  some  refreshment." 

He  also  refers  to  a  strange  and  visionary  idea  that  some  peo- 
ple held,  that  empire  is  travelling  west  and  that  they  are  look- 
ing forward  to  when  America  is  to  give  laws  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  "But  if  ever  an  idea  was  illusory  and  fallacious,  I  am 
fully  persuaded  this  will  be  so." 

Dr.  Schoepf,  1783 

Johann  David  Schoepf,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Ansbach  Troops. 
arrived  in  New  York  July  4,  1777,  but  got  no  opportunity  to 
sec  the  country  till  July  22,  1783,  when  he  left  New  York  for 
Elizabethtown  Point  by  water,  making  the  trip  between  5.OO 
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P.  M.  and  2.00  A.  M.,  remaining  on  the  boat  deck  till  morn- 
ing in  "millions  of  mosquitoes."  Here  I  made  the  acquaintance 
of  an  American  Captain  who  volunteered  to  take  me  to  Gover- 
nor Livingston,  whose  country  seat  was  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Elizabeth.  We  had  not  the  pleasure  of  rinding  the  Governor 
at  home,  which  I  the  more  regretted,  as  my  companion  had  tak- 
en the  trouble  on  the  way  to  give  me  a  high  opinion  of  the 
man  with  the  Roman  nose.  Instead  I  was  taken  before  certain 
other  officers  and  furnished  with  a  letter  to  a  member  of  Con- 
gress near  Princeton.  When  the  greatest  heat  of  the  day  was 
over  we  set  out  on  the  road  to  Brunswick. 

"From  Elizabeth  we  came  to  Bridgeton  [Railway]  on  the 
Raritan,  mainly  Quakers;  from  Bridgeton  to  Brunswick  is  16 
miles;  here  we  underwent  a  general  questioning  on  the  part 
of  the  landlord  of  the  Queen.  There  are  no  people  in  the  world 
more  curious  than  the  innkeepers." 

He  gives  here  the  same  anecdote  given  by  Barnaby  of  Dr. 
Franklin  and  goes  on :  "At  the  inn  at  Brunswick  nothing  was 
to  be  had  till  it  was  known  where  we  came  from  and  whither 
we  were  bound.  I  asked  for  a  room  and  the  woman  of  the 
house  bade  me  in  a  most  indifferent  manner  'to  be  patient'. 
.  .  .  "Brunswick  is  pleasantly  and  advantageously  situated. 
The  Raritan  here  reaches  no  great  depth,  probably  10  or  15 
feet,  but  with  the  help  of  the  tide,  which  ascends  two  miles 
above  the  town,  tolerable  large  vessels  come  up,  and  at  one 
time  exported  direct  to  the  West  Indies,  and  carried  on  more 
business  than  Perth  Amboy,  lying  10  miles  further  down  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River.  In  Brunswick  the  Royal  Barracks  still 
stand,  for  which  there  are  no  soldiers,  and  an  Episcopal- 
Church  remains,  for  which  there  is  no  congregation.  The 
Quaker  Meeting  House  and  the  Market  House  as  well  as  many 
other  buildings  are  in  ruins.  This  section  of  Jersey,  especially 
Princeton,  Woodbridge,  Newark,  Bergen  and  Elizabethtown, 
etc.,  suffered  the  most  during  the  war  from  the  troops  of  both 
parties. 

,  "From  Brunswick  we  proceeded  down  [up]  the  Raritan 
through  an  incomparable  landscape,  neat  country  houses  scat- 
tered here  and  there,  the  buildings  forsaken  and  half  ruined. 
Col.   Steward's  house    [Charles  Stewart's,  now   "Buccleugh"] 
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on  a  rising  ground  by  the  road,  like  so  many  in  America,  is 
thinly  built  of  wood  but  after  a  tasteful  plan.  Two  miles  from 
Brunswick  we  again  crossed  the  Raritan  over  a  wooden  bridge, 
and  after  a  few  miles  down  [up]  that  stream  reached  Bound- 
brook  and  Middlcbrook.  At  Boundbrook  we  visited  Dr.  Grif- 
fith, a  practising  physician,  whose  skill  and  upright  character 
made  him  free  of  the  general  persecution  other  Loyalists  were 
exposed  to.  In  company  with  Dr.  Griffith  we  made  an  excur- 
sion towards  the  mountain  country,  where  Captain  Mosengail 
and  Mr.  Rubsaamen  had  establishments  for  smelting  copper, 
the  first  in  America  [?].  In  this  narrow  valley  we  were  un- 
speakably oppressed  with  the  heat,  and  in  Dr.  Griffith's  home 
the  thermometer  stood  at  94  °  in  the  shade,  and  in  the  valley  I 
am  convinced  that  it  was  not  less  than  1200.  The  first  chain 
is  called  First  Mountain,  and  extends  from  Newark  to  Plucka- 
min,  about  28  miles.  Van  Horn's  mine  [copper]  has  been 
more  than  once  profitably  worked.  It  was  found  possible  to 
prepare  2l/2  tons  of  sheet  copper  a  week  in  1775." 

Of  the  Brunswick  mine  he  says :  "About  twenty-six  years 
ago  a  mine  was  opened  in  a  hill  of  red  shell.  A  vein  nearly 
4-in.  wide  was  a  sufficient  guarantee,  but  it  was  found  to  fall 
away  almost  perpendicularly.  Solid  copper  was  taken  out  in 
quantity,  lying  in  a  brown  mould ;  however,  it  was  a  low  hill 
and  the  Raritan  was  too  near,  and  the  shaft  filled  with  water. 
and  could  not  be  kept  clean.  The  owner  became  discouraged 
after  taking  out  probably  2  tons  mostly  solid  copper  at  an  out- 
lay of  more  than  £12,000  current."    He  later  continues: 

"From  Boundbrook  we  came  to  the  mountain  where  Wash- 
ington's army  camped  in  1779,  and  farther  through  an  ex- 
tremely well-cultivated  region  along  the  Millstone  River.  In 
the  Raritan  a  law  compels  millers  to  leave  a  40-yard  passage 
way  over  the  dams  during  the  running  of  the  shad,  which  form- 
erly came  up  the  Raritan  in  numberless  schools.  In  the  Tav- 
ern at  Black  Horse  we  found  quarters  for  the  night.  The  land- 
lord told  us  without  any  boasting  that  he  was  'a  weaver,  a 
shoemaker,  a  farmer,  a  farrier,  a  gardener,  and  when  it  cant 
be  helped,  a  soldier.  I  bake  my  bread,  brew  my  beer,  kill  my 
pigs,  grind  my  axe  and  knives.     1  built  those  stalls  and  thai 
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shed,  and  I  am  barber,  leach  and  doctor.'  The  man  was  every- 
thing and  at  no  expense  for  a  license. 

"The  following  morning  we  came  by  a  stone  bridge  to  Rocky 
Hill,  which  once  had  the  hope  of  being  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  productive  hills  in  America  on  account  of  copper  being 
found  there.  A  company  was  formed,  with  eight  shares,  which 
sold  for  as  high  as  £1,500  current  each,  but  it  was  unprofitable. 
One  of  the  largest  and  most  famous  copper  mines  was  that  of 
the  Schuyler  family  on  Second  River.  For  40  years  and  more 
these  works  were  carried  on  to  great  advantage. 

"From  Rocky  Hill  we  went  to  Princeton,  a  little  country 
town  of  one  street,  but  its  elevated  site  makes  it  especially 
agreeable,  the  view  from  it  being  splendid.  In  1746  an  Acad- 
emy was  established  and  given  the  privilege  of  bestowing  the 
same  degrees  as  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  The  College  is  in 
bad  condition ;  the  British  used  it  for  stalls  and  barracks,  and 
left  a  Presbyterian  Church  near  by  in  a  state  equally  bad.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  only  fifty  to  sixty  students,  and  only 
Humaniora  and  Philosophy  are  taught.  Princeton  had  the 
honor  of  being  for  a  while  the  place  of  assembly  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  after  a  handful  of  indelicate  soldiers,  demanding 
such  a  trifle  as  five  or  six  years'  back  pay,  had  frightened  Con- 
gress from  Philadelphia. 

"A  diligence,  known  as  the  Flying  Machine,  makes  daily  trips 
between  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  a  distance  of  ninety  miles 
in  one  day,  only  changing  horses  three  times  on  the  journey. 
The  diligence  are  large  wooden  carts,  with  light  tops,  neither 
convenient  nor  neat,  carrying  ten  or  twelve  passengers  with 
luggage,  and  are  drawn  by  four  horses  only.  The  charge  is 
five  to  six  Spanish  dollars  the  passenger.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  two  members  of  Congress  and  General  Lincoln, 
ex-Secretary  of  War,  returning  to  his  considerable  landed 
property  in  New  England. 

"Six  miles  from  Princeton  we  came  to  Maidenhead,  of  Cwc 
or  six  houses;  after  sunset  we  arrived  at  Trenton.  Here  the 
landlord  permitted  us  to  go  to  bed  unquestioned,  being  not  vet 
done  with  several  other  guests  arrived  shortly  before.  The 
taverns  on  the  way  were  in  other  respects  very  good,  clean, 
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well-supplied  and  well-served.  A  mile  from  Trenton  brought 
us  to  the  Delaware,  over  which  the  passenger  is  set  very  cheap- 
ly in  a  flat,  roomy  ferry-boat.  A  little  above  the  ferry  is  the 
lower  falls  of  the  Delaware,  tbe  limit  of  shipping.  At  Lan- 
caster I  got  to  know  a  worthy  man  of  great  good  sense  in  Mr. 
Henry,  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  who  showed  me  some  in- 
ventions; one  for  moving  a  boat  against  the  current." 
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LETTERS  OF  CHIEF  JUSTICE  MORRIS,  1777-'79 

Chief  Justice  Robert  Morris  occupied  his  position  on  ihe 
Supreme  Bench  of  this  State  from  February,  1777,  to  some 
time  in  1779,  when  he  resigned.  During  his  term  he  seems 
to  have  been  chiefly  occupied  in  presiding  over  various  county 
Criminal  Courts,  as  was  then  the  custom  with  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice. He  belonged  to  a  noted  family,  being,  as  we  understand 
it,  the  natural  son  of  the  more  famous  Robert  Hunter  Morn-, 
who  was  never  married,  who  had  been  Chief  Justice  I 
1738  to  1764,  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  and  who  died  '•■■ 
office:  a  man  of  great  abilities  both  as  Judge  and  as  a  public 
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speaker.  The  latter  was  also,  for  a  time,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  father  of  Robert  Hunter  Morris  was  Lewis  Morris, 
Governor  of  New  Jersey  from  1738  to  1746,  and  previously 
twice  acting-Governor;  also  for  a  time  Chief  Justice  of  New 
York.  He  was  a  specially  remarkable  man  in  many  ways. 
(See  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.  "Collections,"  Vol.  IV,  for  a  memoir 
and  papers  of  Governor  Lewis  Morris,  and  Vol.  IX,  p.  168,  for 
some  notes  on  Robert  Hunter  Morris). 

Chief  Justice  Robert  Morris  retired  to  private  life  after  his 
resignation  in  1779,  but  in  1790  President  Washington  appoint- 
ed him  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  New 
Jersey,  a  position  he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death  in  181 5. 
We  are  unaware  that  any  full  account  of  his  life  has  been  pub- 
lished. 

The  letters  following  are  of  much  interest  because  concerned 
with  Revolutionary  matters,  and  as  indicating  various  charac- 
teristics of  the  writer.  One  letter  (the  last  given  below)  was 
to  him  instead  of  from  him,  but  the  reason  for  its  publication 
is  apparent.  These  letters  are  furnished  by  Mr.  J.  Lawrence 
Boggs,  the  treasurer  of  our  Society,  who  possesses  them.  It 
is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the  letters  by  the  Chief  Justice  are 
not  those  actually  sent,  but  his  original  drafts,  which  he  copied 
before  sending  them  out,  and  which  he  carefully  endorsed 
and  filed  away. 

Chief  Justice  Morris  to  Mr.  Cooper,  Describing  the  Bat- 
tle of  Monmouth,  1778 

The  following  letter  is  one  written  to  a  Mr.  Cooper,  the  day 
following  the  Battle  of  Monmouih.  The  Chief  Justice  was  an 
eye  witness  to  only  a  small  portion  of  the  movements  of  the 
army,  as  is  evident  when  one  comes  to  read  the  full  official  ac- 
count of  the  engagement  by  Gen.  Washington,  and  to  compare 
the  two.  (See  "N.  J.  Archives,"  Second  Series,  Vol.  II,  p. 
285).  However,  the  letter  contains  points  of  interest,  especial- 
ly because  not  written  by  an  army  official.  Who  "Mr.  Cooper" 
was  is  not  made  clear. 

12 
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"Dear  Sir  :  After  the  fatigue  of  an  exceeding  hot  day's  ride 
over  the  field  of  death  and  action,  I  sit  down  to  give  you  an 
account  of  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  and  I  wish  it  may 
reach  you  before  Mrs.  Forne  has  prejudiced  your  mind. 

"At  eight  yesterday  morning  Gen.  Lee,  at  the  head  of  five 
thousand  men,  moved  about  four  miles  and  offered  battle  to 
the  enemy's  rear  about  a  mile  to  the  northeast  of  Freehold 
Court  House,  on  the  Middletown  road.  They  answered  his 
challenge  with  the  flower  of  their  army  and  a  very  powerful 
cavalry.  After  some  cannonade  and  a  little  long  shot  firing, 
Gen.  Lee  retired  to  some  hights  to  the  westward  of  the  Court 
House.  Thither  Gen.  Clinton  soon  followed  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, as  if  determined  to  fight.  A  cannonade  and  long  shot  firing 
ensued,  Gen.  Lee  still  retiring  in  order  from  eminence  to  emi- 
nence near  two  miles,  and  till  near  two  P.  M.  Hitherto  there 
had  been  but  little  execution  on  either  side.  Here  Gen.  Wash- 
ington joined  and  some  severe  action  ensued.  The  day  ex- 
ceeding hot,  and  the  men  engaged,  much  fatigued  by  march 
and  action,  retired  under  cover  of  the  division  brought  up  by 
Gen.  Washington  about  three  hundred  yards  to  a  chain  of  ris- 
ing ground,  when  the  action  was  again  renewed. 

"The  enemy  now  gave  ground  in  turn,  were  drove  from  hill 
to  hill,  and  before  evening  were  forced  to  measure  back  near 
half  the  ground  they  had  gained  in  the  day;  finally  left  us  the 
principal  field  of  action,  upwards  of  one  hundred  killed,  Col. 
Monckton  and  some  other  officers  among  the  number,  and  a 
few  wounded.  The  action  was  chiefly  by  detachment  and  at 
no  time  general  on  our  side.  Our  killed  is  said  to  amount  to 
about  seventy,  including  two  or  three  field  officers;  the  number 
of  wounded  I  have  not  heard ;  Col.  Barber  is  among  them. 

"Thus  to  our  honor  ended  the  day,  fought  against  the  finest 
troops  in  the  service  of  His  Britanic  Majesty,  on  plain  and 
equal  ground. 

After  the  action  the  troops  refreshed  and  prepared  to  renew 
the  action  this  morning,  but  the  enemy  about  eleven  o'clock, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  precipitately  retired  towards  Middle- 
town,  leaving  four  Captains  and  about  fifty  men  badly  wound- 
ed, which  they  could  not  carry  off,  at  Freehold  to  our  mercy. 
The  weather  and  their  wounds  considered,  few  of  them  can 
live.  The  enemy  had  so  much  start  by  morning,  and  the 
weather  continuing  intensely  hot,  and  the  country  they  were  in 
not  fitted  for  action,  the  General  did  not  pursue  except  with 
some  light  troops.  Some  of  the  British  officers  be  fore  they 
left  Freehold  confessed  they  had  a  complete  drubbing. 

"I  have  been  over  part  of  the  Field  this  morning,     it  affords 
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a  disagreeable  sight,  but  war  and  carnage  are  become  more 
familiar  than  formerly.  The  enemy  have  done  much  mischief, 
burnt  several  houses  and  left  many  families  without  food, 
clothes,  bedding  or  stock,  besides  the  unavoidable  mischief  in- 
cident to  the  movement  of  such  an  army. 

"Gen.  Lee  is  faulted  for  some  part  of  his  yesterday's  con- 
duct ;  1  believe  it  is  for  retiring  so  far  before  he  engaged ;  but 
as  I  am  not  certain  and  it  is  a  delicate  subject  I  would  not  wish 
it  to  go  further. 

"The  affair  on  the  whole  is  glorious,  tho'  not  decisive.     The 
enemy  must  lose  great  numbers  by  the  heat,  and  I  fear  we  shall 
also  suffer  much.    If  you  can  inform  Messrs.  Harris  and  Hand 
of  this  our  success,  you  will  oblige  them,  and 
"Your  very  humble  servant, 

"Freehold,  June  29th,  1778.  "R.  M. 

"Mr.  Cooper." 

Chief  Justice  Morris  to  Col.  White  as  to  Claim  of  a 

Widow,  1778 

Busy  man  as  he  was,  the  Chief  Justice  still  had  time  to  look 
after  the  widows  and  fatherless.  The  following  letter  shows 
he  had  a  heart  of  flesh  and  not  of  stone.  It  was  addressed,  we 
assume,  to  Col.  Anthony  Walton  White. 

"D'r  Sir  :  The  widow  Catherine  Stout  yesterday  applied  to 
me  to  know  if  there  was  any  method  for  her  to  get  compensa- 
tion for  some  grass,  which  your  detachment  had  when  you  lay 
at  Morristown  last  week.  She  informed  me  that  your  Quar- 
termaster, or  some  of  your  men,  turned  the  horse  as  they  came 
in  into  her  lot,  and  that  they  have  destroyed  the  grass  and  much 
injured  the  fence.    This  is  also  attested  by  Mr.  Williams. 

"She  is  a  poor  woman  with  eight  or  nine  children,  who  have 
no  support  but  her  labor,  and  have  been  greatly  distressed  by 
sickness  and  misfortune.  It  seems  she  desired  hay  from  this 
little  lot  of  meadow  for  wintering  a  cow  or  two  for  supporting 
her  family.  How  your  Quartermaster  came  to  pitch  upon  this 
lot  in  a  neighborhood  where  the  farmers  had  plenty  of  pasture 
to  spare  I  know  not,  but  his  going  off  and  neglecting  to  pay  for 
it  or  give  proper  certificates  is  what  1  am  persuaded  you  will 
not  countenance. 

"I  have  therefore  troubled  you  on  the  subject  in  the  persua- 
sion that  you  will  get  the  money  from  the  Quartermaster  and 
enclose  it  to  Mr.  Kearney  for  the  woman.  As  the  law  stands 
you,  as  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment,  are  liable  to  the 
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damage  done  by  them  in  any  quarters,  and  have  a  right  to  stop 
it  out  of  their  pay.  But  the  poor  woman's  wish  is  only  to  get 
compensation,  which  will  enable  her  to  purchase  hay  elsewhere. 
She  says  there  were  from  twenty  to  thirty  horse  in  the  lot  part 
of  two  days.    I  am,  with  regard, 

"Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
"Morristown,  July  5th,  1778.  "R.  M. 

"Col.  White." 

Chief  Justice  Morris  to  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  Describing 
a  British  Raid  Near  Shrewsbury,  1779 

The  following  letter  was  to  have  been  personally  delivered  to 
Lord  Stirling  in  Trenton  as  we  know  from  the  endorsement, 
which  appears  on  the  back  of  it  and  which  is  also  given  below. 

"About  daylight  last  Monday  morning  senight  Major  Fur- 
guson,  with  between  five  and  six  hundred  British  and  new  lev- 
ies, landed  from  fifteen  flat  bottomed  boats  near  Red  Bank  on 
the  North  River,  about  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  Shrews- 
bury. They  had  passed  a  party  of  the  Continental  troops  at 
Black  Point  under  cover  of  darkness  and  a  thick  fog  that  morn- 
ing, and  were  first  discovered  and  fired  on  by  a  scout  at  the 
place  of  their  landing.  The  scout  immediately  came  and  gave 
the  alarm.  Col.  Ford  detached  Captain  Bell  with  about  forty 
men  to  meet  them  and  retard  their  advance,  and  removed  the 
remainder  of  his  detachment  to  Tinton  Falls,  a  pass  two  and 
a-half  to  the  westward  of  Shrewsbury.  Major  Furguson's 
party  did  not  return  the  fire  of  the  scout,  but  pushed  rapidly 
thro'  the  fields  and  a  by-road,  passed  undiscovered  on  Capt. 
Bell's  left,  and  fell  in  with  and  attacked  Col.  Ford's  rear  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Shrewsbury. 

"From  an  eminence  above  the  Falls  Col.  Ford  had  an  op- 
portunity of  discovering  the  enemy's  strength,  and  observe! 
parties  moving  from  their  right  and  left  as  if  to  turn  his  flunks. 
He  was  there  informed  that  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy 
had  also  landed  that  morning  on  the  bay  shore,  and  advanced 
undiscovered  to  Middletown.  Finding  Capt.  Bell  irrecovera- 
bly separated  from  him,  and  suspecting  the  party  at  Middle- 
town  intended  by  cross  roads  to  gain  his  rear,  or  attempt  Free- 
hold, where  there  were  some  stores,  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
retire  to  some  intermediate  ground,  where  the  militia,  who  were 
alarmed,  might  join  him,  and  from  which  he  might  act  against 
either  of  the  parties  as  occasion  might  require. 

"Thus  far  1  speak  from  information. 
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"I  joined  Col.  Ford  on  his  retreat  from  the  Falls,  and  recom- 
mended to  him  Van  Mater's  hill  as  an  advantageous  posses- 
sion. It  is  an  eminence  situated  three  miles  to  the  westward 
of  the  Falls,  between  the  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  road  to 
Freehold,  and  near  equally  distant  from  these  places.  Col. 
Ford  approved  the  ground  and  ordered  his  main  body  thither. 

"After  detaching  the  first  parties  of  militia  that  came  in  to 
reconnoitre  the  covered  roads  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  com- 
mon road,  and  a  few  horsemen  to  observe  the  motions  of  the 
Shrewsbury  party,  Col.  Ford  recommended  the  enemy  at  Mid- 
dletown to  the  attention  of  Col.  Holmes,  who,  with  a  small 
number  of  the  militia,  had  taken  post  about  three  miles  to  the 
northward  of  Van  Mater's  hill,  and  advanced  Capt.  Pierson's 
company  of  about  fifty  men  to  the  Falls,  to  endeavor  to  recover 
Capt.  Bell's  detachment,  which,  he  was  now  informed,  had 
hitherto  escaped  the  enemy.  On  his  return  to  the  Falls  he 
found  the  enemy  had  precipitately  retired  and  carried  off  all 
the  stock  they  could  collect,  after  burning  two  dwelling  houses 
and  their  outbuildings,  setting  fire  to  two  others,  and  plunder- 
ing and  wantonly  destroying  the  remaining  houses  in  that 
neighborhood. 

"Capt.  Bell,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  passed  on  his  left  and 
got  between  him  and  the  main  body,  and  that  they  had  de- 
tached parties  to  Shrewsbury  and  across  to  Eatontown,  moved 
his  men  to  a  branch  of  the  North  River  and  covered  them  in  a 
wood  till  the  enemy  began  to  retire.  When  they  passed  him  he 
fell  in  their  rear  and,  with  a  few  militia  of  the  district  who 
joined  him,  harassed  them  in  their  retreat  till  they  reimbarked, 
which  they  did  about  noon  under  cover  of  their  gunboats.  The 
attack  on  their  rear  prevented  them  from  taking  off  any  stock 
from  Shrewsbury  except  a  few  sheep. 

"Major  Furguson's  party  crossed  the  river,  landed  on  the 
opposite  shore  and  moved  up  the  Middletown  side,  and  the 
boats  moved  off  down  the  river. 

"Col.  Ford  being  informed  that  Major  Furguson  was  march- 
itig  up  on  the  Middletown  side  of  the  river,  and  that  both  par- 
ties of  the  enemy  would  now  be  able  to  act  in  concert,  detached 
the  militia  then  with  him  to  secure  the  pass  at  the  Swimming 
River  bridge,  and  endeavored  to  find  an  advantageous  station 
in  advance  of  Col.  Holmes'  right,  where  he  might  guard  against 
Major  Furguson's  party,  or  advance  in  concert  with  Col. 
Holmes,  as  their  strength  and  the  enemy's  motions  might  ad- 
mit, but  was  not  able  to  find  any  ground  more  advantageous  on 
every  account  than  the  hill  where  his  men  lav. 

"Between   i\\c  and  six  o'clock    1\   M.,   while   the  men   who 
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were  then  collected  were  preparing  their  food  and  refreshing 
themselves,  Col.  Ford  rec'd  a  note  from  Col.  Holmes  informing 
that  he  had  advanced  within  two  miles  of  Middletown  with 
about  fifty  men  [and]  expected  his  Major  with  a  reinforce- 
ment; that  he  was  informed  the  enemy's  parties  had  joined  and 
were  retiring  towards  the  Highlands,  and  that  he  (Col. 
Holmes)  intended  to  pursue  and  attack  them,  if  he  could  get 
up  in  season.  The  troops  having  been  under  arms  from  day- 
light without  refreshment,  the  day  then  too  far  spent  to  effect 
anything  against  the  enemy,  who  has  a  safe  retreat  in  their 
power,  Col.  Ford  did  not  think  it  possible  to  do  more  that  even- 
ing than  to  take  an  advanced  position,  from  which  he  might 
act  early  in  the  morning  if  the  enemy  did  not  go  off.  This  I 
left  him  preparing  for  at  the  close  of  daylight. 

"This,  my  Lord,  is  the  best  account  of  the  transactions  of 
the  day  which  any  way  came  to  my  knowledge  that  I  can  give. 
I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  it  as  I  have  heard  since  I 
came  here  that  Col.  Ford  is  censured  by  some  of  the  inhabitants 
for  his  conduct.  I  think  the  censure  unjust  and  imagine  it  pro- 
ceeds from  misinformation.  The  whole  of  his  behaviour  that 
I  observed  appeared  to  be  that  of  an  attentive,  vigilant  officer, 
intent  on  covering  the  country  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  his  troops,  opposed  to  a  force  greatly  superior,  and 
desirous  of  acting  against  the  enemy  if  any  occasion  permitted. 
It  is  impossible  for  a  person  unacquainted  with  his  situation  to 
form  a  proper  judgment  of  his  conduct,  perplexed  with  uncer- 
tain and  various  intelligence,  unacquainted  with  the  country  to 
the  northward  of  the  Shrewsbury  road,  which  is  covered  with 
woods  and  interspersed  with  hills,  marshes  and  denies,  and  un- 
able on  so  short  a  notice  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  enemy's 
intentions. 

"It  is  remarkable  that  the  enemy  left  the  Commissary's  stores 
at  the  Falls  inconsiderably  injured,  tho'  they  burnt  the  dwelling 
houses  within  a  few  yards  on  each  side  of  them,  and  committed 
the  most  wanton  acts  of  destruction  I  ever  beheld  on  and  in  the 
other  houses  in  the  neighborhood.  I  am,  my  Lord, 
"Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"Rob't  Morris. 

"Trenton,  May  5th,  1779." 

Justice  Morris  endorsed  on  the  draft  these  words : 

"My  engagement  in  the  business  of  a  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture prevented  my  copying  this  for  Lord  Stirling  during  his 
stay  in  Trenton,  whereby  it  was  never  delivered  to  him." 
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Chief  Justice  Morris  to  Governor  Livingston,  Describing 
a  Tory  Sortie  Near  Shrewsbury,  1779 

The  following  description  of  a  raid  by  Tories  near  Shrews- 
bury, a  little  over  a  month  later  than  the  British  raid  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  letter,  was  sent  to  Governor  Livingston,  evi- 
dently with  the  view  to  have  the  Governor  secure  some  addi- 
tional protection  to  that  part  of  Monmouth  County : 

"I  was  very  much  mortified  on  my  arrival  here  to  learn  that 
a  party  of  about  fifty  of  the  imbodyed  Refugees1  under  the 
command  of  a  Captain  Lorason,  on  the  eleventh  inst.  had  pene- 
trated undiscovered  near  two  miles  into  the  country,  and  had 
taken  and  carried  off  Col.  Hendrickson,  Lieut. -Col.  Wyckoff, 
Major  Van  Brunt,  Capt.  McKnight  and  Capt.  Shaddock  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Regiment  of  militia,  eighteen  horses,  about  one 
hundred  head  of  neat  cattle  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  sheep, 
from  the  farms  of  officers  they  took.  They  retired  by  the  Falls 
through  Shrewsbury  and  down  the  common  road  to  Jumping 
Point,  the  extreme  point  of  — pson  Neck,  opposite  the  new 
Inlet,  where  their  boats  waited.  They  drove  the  prisoners  and 
wagons,  plunder  and  stock  through  the  old  bed  of  the  South 
River,  which  is  now  fordable,  on  to  the  Island  beach.  The  few 
guards  who  were  returning  from  a  scout  met  the  Refugees 
about  a  mile  above  Shrewsbury,  and  with  two  or  three  of  the 
inhabitants,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  but  fifteen,  skirmished 
with  and  pursued  them  to  the  water,  where  with  more  spirit 
than  prudence  they  attacked  them,  they  being  exposed,  and  the 
Refugees  covered  by  the  bank  as  a  breastwork,  and  continued 
the  action  till  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  when  they  re- 
tired, leaving  their  officer,  Lieut.  Shaddock  and  a  Mr.  Hendrick 
dead  and  six  others  of  their  number,  two  dangerously,  wound- 
ed. I  was  informed  there  was  not  one  of  the  fifteen  but  had 
several  bullet  holes  through  his  clothes. 

"The  Refugees  also  took  five  other  inhabitants  and  carried 
them  to  the  beach,  where  they  dismissed  them  on  a  pretended 
usual  parole.  There  they  treated  their  prisoners  rather  better 
than  is  customary  for  the  Refugees.  Most  of  the  sheep  and 
some  of  the  cattle  were  drove  by  the  current  out  of  the  Inlet 
and  drowned,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  plunder  lost;  the 
water  being  so  deep  as  to  overset  one  of  the  wagons  and  wash 
the  things  out  of  the  other.  They  carried  off  the  cartridges 
lately  procured  for  the  Regiment. 

"This   occurrence   has,    as   your   Excellancy   may    suppose, 

'Evidently  his  designation  of  Tories. 
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greatly  alarmed  the  inhabitants,  and  some  of  them  are  already 
quitting  their  habitations,  and  others  declare  they  will  do  so, 
observing  that  if  they  must  [go  on?]  by  starving  they  had  rath- 
er do  it  in  the  country  than  in  a  Provost  [jail]. 

"The  order  for  a  class  of  the  [undecipherable]  I  am  in- 
formed, was  for  a  guard.  There  were  but  about  twelve  on  the 
Shrewsbury  and  about  thirty  at  Middlelown  and  the  Bay  Shore, 
who  arc  all  from  the  two  lower  Regiments  of  the  county.  I 
have,  since  I  came  down,  endeavored  to  spirit  them  up  and 
have  got  them  to  embody  for  a  few  miles  in  this  neighborhood, 
and  quarter  together  a-nights  under  arms,  and  one-third  to  do 
patrol  duty  every  night  for  their  own  safety  and  the  defense  of 
the  neighborhood ;  but  as  they  are  farmers  and  mechanics  in 
but  middling  circumstances,  and  by  the  severity  of  the  duty 
prevented  from  prosecuting  their  business,  I  have  little  hopes 
of  their  continuing  it  long  without  assistance.  If  they  should 
discontinue  there  will  be  a  fine  district  of  country  with  promis- 
ing crops  at  the  critical  season  of  harvest  entirely  wasted,  or 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  on  the  very  terms  which  they 
seem  to  wish — which  is  now  the  case  with  Shrewsbury  and 
Long  Branch.     I  am 

"Your  Excellys  most  obed't,  humble  servant, 

" Neck,  June  20th,  1779.  "R.  M. 

"To  Gov.  Livingston." 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt  to  Chief  Justice  Morris,  Concerning 
Prisoners  in  New  York,  1777 

The  outrageous  treatment  practiced  by  the  British  on  Amer- 
ican prisoners  in  the  sugar  houses  and  prison  ships  at  New 
York  during  the  Revolution  has  always  been  a  theme  dwelt  on 
by  the  historians  of  that  war.  Here  is  a  statement  by  a  man 
whose  son  was  in  one  of  the  prisons  there.  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
the  writer,  evidently  resided  in  New  York,  but  at  the  time  of 
writing  was  at  Morristown.  The  Chief  Justice  had  requested 
him  to  State  what  he  actually  knew  of  conditions  in  the  prisons 
of  New  York,  and  this  is  his  statement.  We  copy  from  the 
original  letter. 

"Morris  Town,  10th  Nov.,  1777. 

"Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  desire  I  now  send  you  acc't  of  suf- 
ferance [sufferings]  of  the  prisoners  in  New  York,  which  are 
as  follows,  viz. : 

"Close  confinement  in  a  jail  without  distinction  of  rank  or 
character  among  felons,  a  number  of  whom  are  under  sentence 
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of  death,  their  friends  not  suffered  to  speak  to  them  even 
through  the  iron  gates. 

"On  the  scanty  allowance  of  two  pounds  hard  bisquet  and 
two  pounds  of  raw  pork  per  man  per  week,  without  fuel  to 
dress  the  same. 

"Frequently  supplied  with  water  from  pump  where  all  kind 
of  filth  is  thrown  that  renders  it  obnoxious  and  unwholesome, 
the  effects  of  which  are  too  often  felt  when  good  water  is  as 
easily  obtained. 

"Denied  the  benefit  of  hospital  and  not  allowed  to  send  for 
medicines,  or  even  a  doctor  permitted  to  visit  them  when  in 
the  greatest  illness. 

"Married  men  and  others,  who  lay  at  the  point  of  death,  re- 
fused their  friends  or  relations  [to  be]  admitted  to  sec  them; 
attempting  it  [such]  are  often  beat  by  the  prison  commissioned 
officers. 

"Other  persons  without  cause  thrown  into  [a]  loathsome 
dungeon,  insulted  in  a  gross  manner,  and  really  abused  by  a 
Provost  Marshal  who  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  basest  char- 
acters in  the  British  army,  and  where  [whose]  power  is  so  un- 
limited that  he  has  caned  an  officer  on  a  trivial  occasion  and 
frequently  beat  the  sick  privates  when  unable  to  stand,  many 
of  whom  are  obliged  to  enlist  in  the  new  levies  to  prevent  per- 
ishing for  want  of  necessaries  of  life. 

"Neither  pen,  ink  or  paper  allow  [ed]  them,  to  prevent  their 
treatment  being  made  public,  the  consequence  of  which,  indeed, 
even  the  prisoners  themselves  dread,  knowing  the  malignant 
disposition  of  the  keeper  and  his  deputy. 

"Mr.  John  Fell,1'  when  very  ill  of  fever,  was  denied  medi- 
cine, even  doctor  to  attend  him. 

"Those  troops  taken  at  Fort  Montgomery  put  in  Sugar 
House,  and  were  not  permitted  victuals  or  drink  for  two  days 
and  three  nights,  sixty  of  whom  were  obliged  to  enlist  in  new 
corps  to  save  life. 

"My  poor  son  carried  through  every  street  in  town,  followed 
by  negroes,  boys,  etc.,  and  grossly  insulted,  particularly  when 
he  passed  my  house;  his  friends  and  relatives  not  permitted  to 
see  him  in  jail,  nor  even  to  speak  with  him  at  windows.  Few 
persons  have  been  allowed  to  go  so  far  as  to  call  to  him  at  win- 
dows, but  were  not  suffered  to  stay  longer  than  five  minutes  by 
the  sentinels;  not  a  word  exchanged  but  in  the  presence  oi  sen- 
tinal.  He  is  still  in  close  confinement  and  often  insulted  by  the 
guards. 


aThc  noted  Bergen  patriot,  kept  in  prison  from  April,  1777,  to  Feb. 
or  May,  1778.  (See  "N.  J.  Archives."  Second  Series,  Vol.  1,  pp.  54. 
455.  456,   notes). 
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"Those  are  cruel  treatments.  I  hope  his  Excellancy  will  com- 
municate the  above  to  Gen.  Washington  to  retaliate  with  the 
prisoners  we  have  here,  relying  on  your  influence  to  have  plan 
put  into  execution,  as  it  is  my  sincere  opinion  no  exchange  will 
be  permitted  till  something  of  this  kind  is  done. 

"Nothing  new  has  happened  since  you  left  us  this  morning, 
only  that  by  letter  from  Garret  Abeel,  who  lives  near  Acquack- 
enocks  bridge  [he]  writes  to  Mr.  Lott  that  [a]  number  of 
women  are  come  up  to  Hackensack  from  New  York,  several  of 
which  have  plenty  of  goods  in  order  to  barter  for  provision,  and 
they  say  that  unless  we  will  permit  them  to  do  this  they  must 
starve  this  winter.  Flour  is  sold  for  50/ —  pr.  lb.  and  none  to 
be  had.  If  this  is  the  case  with  them,  how  must  our  prisoners 
suffer. 

"I  am,  with  due  respects,  Sir, 

"Your  humble  servant, 

"Jacobus  Van  Zandt. 

"P.  S. — Observe  the  price  of  flour  is  hard  cash,  and  in  Ber- 
gen township;  what  must  it  be  in  New  York?" 

Endorsed:  "The  Hon'ble  Robert  Morris,  Chief  Justice  of 
State  of  New  Jersey,  in  Prince  Town." 

it?*         ^5*         %&*         v5* 

PRINCETON  COLLEGE  BROADSIDE  OF  1805 

Until  the  year  181 9  the  yearly  catalogues  of  Princeton  Col- 
lege were  not  in  the  present  form  of  pamphlets  but  on  single 
sheets  of  paper,  of  the  style  known  to  collectors  as  a  ''broad- 
side." When  the  series  of  catalogues  in  that  form  was  begun 
seems  not  to  be  known.  The  earliest  at  Princeton  is  dated 
January,  1805,  and  the  library  there  contains  only  those  of 
November,  1805,  1817,  1818  and  one  for  1820.  One  of  next 
to  the  earliest  date,  being  of  November,  1805,  has  been  copied 
for  us  by  Mr.  Justice  Parker,  of  our  Supreme  Court,  and  is 
presented  in  full  below,  not  so  much  as  a  curiosity,  but  as 
containing  various  names  of  students  who  did  not  graduate, 
and  hence  are  not  in  any  subsequent  "General  Catalogue"  ot 
Princeton  University;  also  as  containing  the  home  addresses 
of  all  students ;  and,  also,  because  the  list  embraces  the  names 
of  so  many  men  who  afterward  became  noted  in  this  State 
and  country. 

It  would  require  many  pages  to  give  the  subsequent  records 
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of  the  prominent  graduates  of  what  eventually  turned  out  to 
be  the  classes  of  1805,  '06,  '07,  '08  and  '09.  A  comparison 
with  the  final  results  shows  that  various  ones  in  the  1805 
list  dropped  out  of  college,  or  failed  to  graduate 
and  that  new  ones  came  in,  but  this  was  then,  as  now,  the  usual 
sequence. 

We  print  the  whole  "broadside"  in  the  general  style  of  its 
make-up.    It  was  of  a  size  about  18x24  inches. 

CATALOGUE  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  STUDENTS 

OF 

NASSAU-HALL 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY,  NOVEMBER,  1805 

Samuel  Stanhope  Smith,  D.  D.  President,  and  Prof.  Mor.  Phil, 
and  Belles  Lettres,  John  Maclean,  M.  D.,   Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry.    William  Thomp- 
son, A.   M.,  Professor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages.   Henry  Kollock,  A.  M.  Professor 
of  Divinity. 

Andrew  Hunter,  A.  M.,  Professor  of   Mathematics 
and  Astronomy. 

f  John  Johnston,  A.  M. 
TUTORS  \   Isaac  V.  Brown,  A.  M. 

[  Mons.  Dufort,  Teacher  of  the  French  Language. 

Senior  Class. 

Lewis  P.  W.  Balch, Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia. 

Isaac  Newton  Blackford, New  Jersey. 

John  Henry  Blair, Richmond,  Virginia. 

Gustavus  A.  Brown, Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia. 

John  Smith  Carpenter, Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 

James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine, Eastern  Shore,  Maryland. 

James  T.  Clarke,   New  Jersey. 

Edward  Colston Martinsburgh,  Virginia. 

Lewis  L.  C.  Cougar, Newark,  New-Jersey. 

John  Connelly,   Philadelphia. 

John  Conover,    Monmouth,   New-Jersey. 

Jonathan  S.  Cool New-Jersey. 

Eli  Cooley Massachusetts. 

James  Cowan,    Danville.    Kentucky. 

John  Crocs,   New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

Thomas  B.  C.  Dayton, Elizabeth-Town,  New-Jersey. 
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Henry  A.  DeSaussure,   Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

Robert  Calender  Duncan,   Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

James  Hepburn  Dundas,  .  .  .Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia. 

Alexander  M.  Edwards, Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

Benjamin  Elliott,   Charleston,   South-Carolina. 

James  Ferguson, Princeton,  New- Jersey. 

Jacob  T.  Field Somerset  County,  New-Jersey. 

Frederick  Frelinghuysen,    ....Somerset  County,  New-Jersey. 

Nicholas  Goldsborough,    Easton,  Maryland. 

James  Hickman, Paris,  Kentucky. 

John  Eager  Howard,   Baltimore,  Maryland. 

James  Iredell,   Edenton,  North  Carolina. 

William  Macon,   New-Kent,  Virginia. 

John  James  Marshall,   Frankford,  Kentucky. 

Jaquelin  A.  Marshall, . Richmond,  Virginia. 

Charles  William  Monk, Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

Arnold  Naudain,   Dover,  Delaware. 

Patrick  Noble,    South-Carolina. 

Thomas  G.  Percy, Natchez,  Mississippi  Territory. 

Thomas  R.  Peters, Philadelphia. 

John   B.   Posey, Georgia. 

Robert  B.  Potts, Frederick-Town,  Maryland. 

George  Read,   Newcastle,  Delaware. 

John  Harleston  Read,   Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

John  Reynolds,   Shippensburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Molton  C.  Rogers, Milford,  Delaware. 

Robert  W.  Rutherfurd, New-Jersey. 

Abraham  Shepherd,   Virginia. 

Henry  Blair  Stewart, Philadelphia. 

John  Douglas  Sims, Alexander,  District  of  Columbia. 

Samuel  Sprigg,   Maryland. 

Robert  Swan,   Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Israel  Peyton  Thompson,  .  .  .Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia. 

John  Vandike,   New-Jersey. 

Samuel  Vernon, New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

John  W.  Walker, Georgia. 

Edward  G.  Williams, Baltimore,  Maryland. 

William  E.  Williams, Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Rider  H.  Winder,  Eastern-Shore,  Maryland. 

Thomas  L.  Woodruff, Trenton,  New-Jersey. 

Nathaniel  S.  WikofT, Monmouth,  New-Jersey. 

Donaldson  Yeates, Baltimore,  Maryland. 

■  Junior  Class. 

John  Bickley, Abbeville  District,  South-Carolina. 

Augustus  W.  Biggs, Philadelphia. 
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Jacob  P.  Broom, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

George  W.  Brown,   Pennsylvania. 

Archibald  Bryce, Richmond,  Virginia. 

John  T.  Boyd,   Somerset,  New  Jersey. 

John  F.  Clark, New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

Peter  Clark, New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

William  Clymer,   Berks  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  H.  Condict, New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

William  S.  Coxe, Burlington,  New-Jersey. 

Neville  B.  Craig, Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Francis  D.  Cummins, Washington,  Georgia. 

Joseph  dimming,   Augusta,  Georgia. 

John  P.  Daves, Newbern,  North-Carolina. 

Philemon  Dickerson, Morristown,  New-Jersey. 

Stephen  Duncan, Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

Richard  H.  Durdin,   Philadelphia. 

James  B.  Elmendorf, Tempe,  New-Jersey. 

William  C.  Elmendorf,   Tempe,  New-Jersey. 

Edward  R.  Gibson, Easton,  Maryland. 

John  Handley,   Cranberry,  New-Jersey. 

Nathaniel  P.  Plandley, Cranberry.  New- Jersey. 

Thomas  B.  Hall, Elizabeth-Town,  Maryland. 

Francis  Jenkins  Henry, Eastern-Shore,  Maryland. 

John  Campbell  Henry,  Eastern-Shore,  Maryland. 

Alfred  Huger, Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

James  Irwin,   Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Seaborn  Jones,   Augusta,  Georgia. 

Peter  P.  J.  Kean, Elizabeth-Town,  New-Jersey. 

James  King, Orange  County,  New-York. 

Samuel  C.  Lewis, Baskenridge,  New-Jersey. 

John  Lindsay, New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

Thomas  Husey  Luckett,   Frederick-Town,  Maryland. 

Alem  Marr, Milton,  Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  R.  Marshall, Philadelphia. 

Allan  M'Lane, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Thomson  Mason,   Virginia. 

Samuel  Milligan, Philadelphia. 

John  M.  M'Eowen Somerset  County,  New-Jersey. 

John  Montgomery,. .  .Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania. 

George  William  Murdoch, Frederick-Town,  Maryland. 

Fayette  Neville,   Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

James  O'Hara,   Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

«   Severn  Parker, Eastern  Shore,  Virginia. 

William  A.  Parker, Eastern  Shore.  Virginia, 

Robert  C.  l'enn, Richmond,  Virginia. 
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Edmond  Pendleton, Martinsburgh,  Virginia 

Charles  Pierson,   Morristown,  New-Jersey. 

Robert  Pollard,    Richmond,  Virginia. 

Willis  Pope,   Georgia. 

Elias  Prioleau,   Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

William  B.  Randolph,  . Richmond,  Virginia 

William  Rawle,   Philadelphia. 

Jonathan  J.  Robinson,   Philadelphia. 

Dirk  G.  Salomons, Isle  of  St.  Eustatia. 

Edward  Scull, Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  Snead, Peach-town,  Virginia. 

William  Sloan,   Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Thomas  Loughton  Smith, Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

George  Hume  Steuart, Baltimore,  Maryland. 

James  Studdiford, Somerset,  New  Jersey. 

Edward  Teakle, Eastern-Shore,  Virginia. 

James  Teakle,   Eastern-Shore,  Virginia. 

Alexander  Telfair, Savannah,  Georgia. 

William  Thompson,   Princeton,  New-Jersey. 

Frederick  Vandike,   New-Jersey. 

M.  S.  Vanlear, .  .Williamsport,  Maryland. 

Robert  H.  Wilson,  Somerset,  New-Jersey. 

Sophomore  Class. 

Robert  Barclay, Newburg,  New-York. 

James  W.  Bates, Richmond,  Virginia. 

James  Booth, Newcastle,  Delaware. 

James  W.  Burnet, Newark,  New-Jersey. 

Thomas  Otway  Carter, Virginia. 

Richard  Coxe Burlington,  New-Jersey. 

Thomas  I.  DeLancey,  New-York. 

Louis  P.  DuCros, New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

William  G.  Ernst, Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  M.  Fox,  Philadelphia. 

Peter  W.  Gansevoort, Albany,  New-York. 

Samuel  Hamilton, Princeton,  New-Jersey. 

William  Hamilton, Elizabeth-City,  North-Carolina. 

William  M.  Heyward,  Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

Nathaniel  Heyward, Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

William  Hayward Easton,  Maryland 

Jacob  Hindman,   Center-ville,  Maryland. 

Thomas  G.  Henderson, Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Herbert, Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia. 

Hunter  Holmes,   Winchester,  Virginia. 

John  Henry  Hyde, Baltimore,  Maryland. 
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Alexander  S.  Johnston, Edenton,  North-Carolina. 

Vincent  E.  Lockerman, Dover,  Delaware. 

Robert  C.  Ludlow,    New-York. 

Edward  Mason, Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Samuel   M'Kean,    Philadelphia. 

Lewis  Phillips,   Princeton,  New-Jersey. 

George  Webb  Ronald,   Richmond,  Virginia. 

Clymer   Ross,    Philadelphia. 

Isaac  Roosevelt,   New  York. 

Benjamin  Rush,   .  . '. Philadelphia. 

Elijah  Slack, Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Robert  Smith,   Philadelphia. 

Robert   Tree,    New-York. 

Robert  R.  Troup,    New-York. 

Samuel  H.  Vanbrakle, Isle  of  St.  Croix. 

Stephen  Van  Rennselaer,   Albany,  New- York. 

James  Moore  Wayne,   Savannah,  Georgia. 

George  Wood,    New-Jersey. 

Richard  Wistar,    Philadelphia. 

Nicholas  Worthington,   .  .George-town,  District  of  Columbia. 

Freshman  Class. 

William  W.  Anderson, Maryland. 

Franklin   Anderson, Maryland. 

Lewis  P.  Bayard,   New- York. 

Elias  Boudinot,   Newark,  New-Jersey. 

Richard  H.  Fishburne,   Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

Theodosius  O.  Fowler,  ....West-Chester  County,  New-York. 

James  Green, Natchez,  Mississippi  Territory. 

Robert  M.  Livingston,   New  York. 

John  Neff, Frankford,  Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  G.  R.  Rhea, Trenton,  New-Jersey. 

Thomas  Bartow  Salter,   New  York. 

Richard   Stockton,   Princeton,   New-Jersey. 

Thomas  O.  Taylor,   Petersburgh,  Virginia. 

George  Walton,    Georgia. 


Senior  class,  58 

Junior  class,  69 

Sophomore  class,  41 
Freshmen  class,      14 


I  Total  182. 


Printed  by  James  Oram,  who  executes  printing  in  general 
with  expedition  and  neatness. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  WOMAN'S  BRANCH 

While  the  celebration  of  the  75th  Anniversary  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society  was  the  luminous  spot  of  May  12, 
1920,  yet,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Branch, 
held  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  there  were  some  facts 
and  figures  presented,  which  show  that  its  light  also  does  not 
grow  dimmer  with  the  passing  years. 

First,  a  few  figures  disclose  somewhat  of  its  accomplish- 
ments: The  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  140  pieces  of 
mail  matter  received  and  1709  sent  out,  and  one  can  follow 
with  the  imagination  what  these  represent ;  notices  of  meet- 
ings, invitations  and  innumerable  notes  of  all  kinds. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  showed  a  balance  May,  1919, 
of  $606.23;  receipts,  $930.50;  making  a  total  of  $1,536.73. 
Disbursements  during  the  year  were  $815.25,  leaving  a  balance 
to  date  of  $721.48. 

There  were  67  new  members  elected,  13  resignations,  and  9 
deaths,  making  a  net  gain  of  45.     A  very  gratifying  increase. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Altha  H,  Cutler,  gave  a  comprehensive 
report  of  the  activities  of  the  year.  She  spoke  especially  of 
the  many  gifts  which  have  been  received,  among  them  a  mir- 
ror of  Mayflower  lineage ;  a  cancelled  check  drawn  by  Gen. 
Grant  to  his  wife's  order  in  1866;  a  very  handsome  piano. 
with  mother-of-pearl  keys,  made  about  1837;  a^s0  framed  por- 
traits of  Chancellor  Benjamin  Williamson  and  of  Vice-Chan- 
cellor Henry  C.  Pitney.  Chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  Miss 
Margaret  S.  Haines  we  have  received  the  portraits  of  several 
New  Jersey  Governors,  Edward  Hyde  (Lord  Cornbury),  Jon- 
athan Belcher,  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Bloomfield,  William  S.  Pen- 
nington, William  Pennington,  Charles  S.  Olden  and  Marcus 
L.  Ward.  Also  the  portraits  of  two  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
United  States,  William  R.  King  and  David  R.  Atchison,  Pres- 
idents pro  tern  of  the  Senate  in  1851  and  1853.  This  com- 
pletes our  collection  of  Vice-Presidents,  and  portraits  of  all 
the  Presidents  are  also  in  our  possession.  Gifts  of  war  pos- 
ters, and  a  plan  or  map  of  Camp  Merritt,  together  with  a 
photograph  of  the  Camp  taken  from  an  aeroplane,  presented 
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by  Maj.  Gen.  Duncan,  officer  in  charge  of  Camp  Merritt,  are 
acquisitions  that  represent  present  day  history.  A  number  of 
books  and  valuable  pamphlets  were  also  received. 

The  purchases  of  the  year  include  a  "History  of  the  Firsr 
Church  and  Society  of  Branford,  Conn.,  1644-1919,"  written 
by  J.  R.  Simons;  "Sacketts  of  America,"  1630-1907,  by  C.  H. 
Weygant ;  "A  Legend  of  the  Delaware,"  by  William  Bross ; 
and  "New  Haven  Records,"  1662- 1684. 

One  important  task  of  the  Woman's  Branch  is  the  binding 
of  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and  we  hope  in  the  future  to 
accomplish  even  more  in  this  direction. 

As  a  goal  to  strive  for  during  the  year,  our  President  urged 
that  all  members  seek  to  double  the  membership  and  remem- 
ber the  Society  with  gifts  of  anything  having,  or  likely  to 
have,  historical  interest  and  value. 

Mr.  Boggs,  Treasurer  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 
read  before  us  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Trustees  of  that 
Society,  to  the  effect  that,  in  view  of  the  great  need  of  money, 
for  salaries,  repairs,  etc.,  a  fund  of  $10,000  be  raised  toward 
the  endowment,  and  in  honor  of  the  75th  Anniversary.  Of 
this  amount,  the  Woman's  Branch  was  asked  to  secure  $1,000. 
Only  with  this  tangible  aid  can  the  Historical  Society,  and  its 
auxiliary,  the  Woman's  Branch,  accomplish  the  really  impor- 
tant work  of  future  years. 

M.  L.  W. 

x^m  %&H  £fr  t£w 

NECROLOGY  OF  MEMBERS 

Mrs.  John  Holme  Ballantine  was  Miss  Jeanette  Boyd 
of  Baltimore,  a  daughter  of  John  Boyd,  a  prominent  merchant 
of  that  city.  She  married  John  H.  Ballentine.  second  son  of 
the  late  Peter  Ballantine,  founder  of  the  brewery  business  of 
P.  Ballentine  &  Sons,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1857.  Mr.  Bal- 
lentine died  April  27,  1895.  Mrs.  Ballentine  was  active  nearly 
all  her  life,  in  Newark,  in  its  various  charities.  For  a  per- 
iod of  about  thirty  years  she  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Home 
for  Aged  Women  on  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue.     Resigning  several 

13 
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years  ago  because  of  poor  health,  she  was  succeeded  by  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Henry  Young,  but  maintained  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  the  institution  to  the  last.  Mrs.  Ballon 
tine  was  long  a  member  of  the  North  Reformed  Church  an  1 
active  in  its  affiliated  organizations.  The  surviving  children 
are  Mrs.  Young  and  John  Herbert  and  Percy  Ballantine.  Mrs. 
Ballantine's  summer  home  was  at  "Crowndalc,"  Bernardsville. 
She  died  at  her  home,  43  Washington  St.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  on 
Nov.  14,  1919,  in  her  84th  year.  She  had  been  a  Life  member 
of  this  Society  since  1901. 

James  Monroe  Buckley,  D.  D.,  who  died  at  Morristown, 
N.  J.,  Feb.  8,  1920,  was  the  son  of  John  and  Abby  L.  (Mon- 
roe) Buckley  and  was  born  at  Rah  way,  N.  J.,  Dec.  16,  1836. 
His  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  a  native  of  England.  His  mother  belonged  to  an  early 
New  Jersey  family.  He  was  educated  at  Pennington  Semin- 
ary and  Wesleyan  University.  His  health  failed  in  his  sec- 
ond year  at  the  University,  and  he  studied  later  under  private 
instructors.  He  held  the  honorary  degrees  of  A.  M.  and  D.  D. 
from  Wesleyan,  LL.D.  from  Emory  and  Henry  College,  Va., 
and  L.  H.  D.  from  Syracuse  University. 

Dr.  Buckley  held  pastorates  in  New  Hampshire  from  1850 
to  '63,  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  from  1863  to  '66,  and  in  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y.  and  Stamford,  Conn.,  from  1866  to  '80.  He  was  elected 
editor  of  "The  Christian  Advocate,"  New  York  City,  in  1880, 
and  was  successively  reelected  every  four  years  until  he  de- 
clined reelection  in  1912.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  oi 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many 
years;  was  a  delegate  to  the  General  Conferences  of  the 
church  from  1872  to  1912;  and  to  the  Ecumenical  Conferences 
at  London  in  1881,  Washington  in  1891  and  Toronto  in  191 1. 
So  great  was  his  influence  that  he  was  known  as  ''the  Bishop 
maker."  As  an  editor  this  from  the  "New  York  Sun"  is  most 
just :  "To  make  a  sectarian  organ  command  general  respect 
from  intelligent  readers  of  all  religious  complexions  is  an 
achievement.  James  M.  Buckley  did  this  in  his  conduct  of  the 
New   York   'Christian   Advocate,'   because   he   was   a   man   oi 
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personal  force,  with  a  sound,  well  trained  mind.  He  demon- 
strated possession  of  the  ability  to  see  and  the  art  to  express 
the  principles  that  determine  events.  With  enough  prejudices 
to  give  the  proper  seasoning,  he  had  a  sense  of  humor.  And  his 
shrew  observation  of  public  affairs,  not  limited  by  the  specializ- 
ed nature  of  his  particular  task,  saved  him  from  narrow  judg- 
ments." The  presence  of  the  Methodist  editor  at  public  din- 
ners and  other  occasions  for  oratory  was  eagerly  sought.  His 
wit  and  good  sense  made  his  remarks  refreshing  breaks  in 
the  usual  waste  of  words.  He  numbered  among  his  friends 
men  of  all  types  and  professions. 

His  activities  had  also  a  practical  side.  He  was  President 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital  in  Brooklyn  from  its 
foundation  in  1882  to  1917;  President  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  New  Jersey  State  Village  for  Epileptics  from  its 
foundation  till  he  resigned  in  1903;  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Hospital  for  Insane,  at 
Morris  Plains,  for  twenty  years,  its  Vice-President  for  six 
years  and  President  for  three  years,  until  he  resigned.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Jersey  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Trenton  for  five  years. 
He  was  Vice-President  of  the  New  York  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Vice,  honorary  member  of  the  Medico-Psycholog- 
ical Society  of  America,  and  a  member  of  the  New  England 
Society,  (N.  Y.),  the  New  Jersey  Society  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  the  Methodisl 
Historical  Society  and  others. 

Dr.  Buckley  was  the  author  of  "Oats  and  Wild  Oats." 
"Faith  Healing,  Christian  Science  and  Kindred  Phenomena," 
"Christians  and  the  Theatre,"  "The  Midnight  Sun,  the  Czar 
and  the  Nihilist,"  "Supposed  Miracles,"  "Travels  in  Three 
Continents — Europe,  Asia  and  Africa,"  "History  of  Metho- 
dism in  the  United  States,"  "Fundamentals  of  Religion  and 
their  Contrasts,"  "The  Wrong  and  Peril  of  Woman  Suffrage," 
"Theory  and  Practice  of  Foreign  Missions."  and  "Constitu- 
tional and  Parliamentary  History  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church." 

He   married    (1)    at    Detroit,    Mich.,    Aug.    2,    1864,    Eliza 
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Burns,  who  died  Feb.  27,  1866;  (2),  also  at  Detroit,  April  22, 
1874,  Mrs.  Sarah  Isabella  (French)  Staples,  who  died  Nov. 
29,  1883;  and  (3),  at  Dover,  N.  H.,  Aug.  23,  1886,  Adelaide 
S.  Hill,  who  died  April  2^,  1910.  He  had  two  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  Monroe  and  Sarah  Isabella. 
He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1896. 

Rachel  A.  Burnett  was  a  daughter  of  Abner  Ball  and 
Mary  (French)  Burnett,  and  was  born  at  Westfield,  N.  J. 
She  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Burnett,  who  settled  at 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  in  1683,  and  of  Samuel  Burnett,  who  serv- 
ed in  the  War  for  -Independence.  Her  grandfather,  Isaac 
French,  was  a  ''Minute  Man"  during  the  Revolution  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Springfield.  Through  Abner  Ball,  who  served 
during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  Miss  Burnett  was 
a  descendant  of  Edward  Ball,  who  came  from  Branford, 
Conn,  with  the  company  that  settled  Newark  in  1666.  Ed- 
ward Ball's  "Home  Lot"  of  six  acres  lay  between  Broad  and 
Washington  Sts.,  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Park  St.,  and  the 
site  of  Miss  Burnett's  home  on  the  corner  of  Halsey  and  War- 
ren Streets,  where  she  lived  for  thirty  years,  formed  a  part 
of  this  tract,  as  did  the  site  of  the  present  building  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society.  Miss  Burnett  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer fur  dealers  and  manufacturers  of  Newark  and  for  twen- 
ty-five years  was  associated  with  her  brother,  William  H. 
Burnett,  now  of  Maplewood,  in  business  in  Academy  street, 
the  firm  being  W.  H.  &  R.  Burnett.  She  retired  from  busi- 
ness several  years  ago.  Besides  her  brother  Miss  Burnett  is 
survived  by  a  nephew,  Walter  B.  Timms,  of  Elizabeth,  and 
two  nieces,  Miss  Frances  Burnett  of  Maplewood  and  Miss 
Nannie  Timms  of  Orange.  She  died  Dec.  18,  191 9,  at  her 
home,  1  Warren  St. 

Miss  Burnett  had  been  a  member  of  this  Society  since  1901. 
Several  years  ago  she  presented  to  the  Society  a  valuable  col- 
lection of  genealogical  records  relating  to  the  Ball,  Burnett  and 
other  Newark  families,  the  fruit  of  many  years  of  research  In- 
ner uncle,  the  deaf-and-dumb  poet  and  scholar,  John  Robert- 
son Burnett. 
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Gilbert  Collins,  of  Jersey  City,  lawyer  and  former  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  died  in  that  city 
at  his  residence,  312  York  St.,  Jan.  29th,  1920,  of  pneumonia, 
after  a  brief  illness.  He  was  born  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  Aug. 
26,  1846,  and  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Prentice  and  Susan  R. 
Collins,  the  former  being  a  manufacturer.  When  he  had 
matriculated  at  Yale  College  his  father  died  (in  1862),  and  the 
son  then  gave  up  his  proposed  college  course,  while  the  mother 
the  next  year  removed  the  family  to  Jersey  City.  Reading 
law  with  Jonathan  Dixon  (afterward  Supreme  Court  Justice), 
he  was  admitted  to  the  New  Jersey  Bar  as  attorney  in  1869 
and  as  counselor  in  1872.  For  a  short  time  he  was  a  law 
partner  of  Mr.  Dixon,  the  partnership  being  dissolved  when 
the  latter  took  his  seat  on  the  Supreme  Bench,  in  1875.  The 
same  year,  in  July,  1875,  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
Charles  L.  Corbin,  and,  later,  with  his  brother,  William  II. 
Corbin,  under  the  firm  name  of  Collins  &  Corbin.  This  part- 
nership was  interrupted  when  Mr.  Collins  himself  went  on  the 
Supreme  Court  Bench,  but  was  renewed  after  his  resignation 
and  continued  until  both  the  Corbins  named  died.  Since  then 
under  the  same  name  the  firm,  enlarged  as  to  its  members,  has 
been  continued.  From  first  to  last  this  firm  has  had  a  wide  rep- 
utation, and  Justice  Collins  was  everywhere  known  as  its  head 
member,  whose  legal  ability  and  Stirling  character  were  a  guar- 
antee of  striking  results  in  all  legal  business  coining  before 
the  firm. 

In  1884  ne  became  Mayor  of  Jersey  City,  serving  with  pro- 
nounced satisfaction.  In  1897  Governor  Griggs  nominated 
him  to  the  Supreme  Court  Bench,  where  he  served  as  Asso- 
ciate Justice  with  his  former  partner,  Justice  Dixon,  until 
1903,  when  he  resigned  to  resume  practice.  While  on  the 
Bench,  Rutgers  College  gave  him  the  degree  of  LL.D. 

Judge  Collins'  practice  was  general,  for  his  clients  were 
numerous,  but  he  was  sought  after  by  other  lawyer.';  as  asso- 
ciate counsel  in  a  large  number  of  causes  before  the  higher 
Courts.  His  judgment  as  to  whether  a  client  had  a  sound 
case  in  law,  or  equity,  or  not,  was  uniformly  right ;  not 
that  he  always  won,  but  that  in  the  great  majority  of  matters 
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the  Court  before  which  he  argued  would  find  his  propositions 
of  law  correct.  He  was  peculiarly  just  to  the  poor,  who  al- 
ways found  in  him  a  friend.  He  was  popular  as  a  Judge, 
popular  as  a  lawyer  and  popular  as  a  man.  Few  lawyers  in 
this  State  were  so  thoroughly  loved  by  his  brother  attorneys 
•as  Judge  Collins.  He  was  too  busy  to  connect  himself  with 
.all  kinds  of  social  clubs,  but  he  was  a  member  of  a  few  such. 
He  was  married,  June  2,  1870,  to  Miss  Harriet  Kingsbury 
Rush.  Of  their  six  children,  only  two  survive,  both  daugh- 
ters. His  son,  Walter,  who  was  admitted  to  the  New  Jersey 
Bar  in  1897,  died  Nov.  n,  1900,  at  the  outset  of  a  promising 
legal  career. 

Judge  Collins  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1907. 

William  Truesdale  Day,  lawyer,  of  Elizabeth,  died  at  his 
home,  414  Westminster  Ave.,  in  that  city,  on  Jan.  3,  1920,  after 
long  failing  health.  He  was  born  in  Elizabeth  Jan.  26,  1854. 
and  was  the  son  of  William  Foster  Day  and  Mary  Almira 
(Kellogg)  Day,  both  of  that  city.  He  attended  the  Union 
School,  Elizabeth ;  the  Gunnery,  Washington,  Conn. ;  the 
Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute  and  Williams  College,  from 
which  latter  he  graduated  in  1874.  He  studied  law  at  Co- 
lumbia Law  School,  graduating  therefrom  in  1876,  and  then 
entered  the  office  of  Cortlandt  &  R.  Wayne  Parker  in  New- 
ark. The  next  year,  1877,  he  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  at 
the  New  Jersey  Bar,  and  in  1880  became  counselor.  In  189  I 
he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  his  brother,  the  late  Edward 
A.  Day,  and  the  firm  so  continued  for  a  long  period.  Latterly 
it  became  Day,  Day,  Smith  &  Slingerland.  The  senior  mem- 
ber, Edward  A.  Day,  died  Oct.  25,  181 7. 

.  William  T.  belonged  to  various  useful  organizations,  includ- 
ing charitable  ones.  Pie  was  for  many  years  secretary  of  the 
Elizabeth  General  Hospital,  and  also  President  of  the  Charity 
Organization  Society.  He  was  much  interested  in  local  mus- 
ical associations.  He  was  long  a  vestryman  of  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal church.  As  a  lawyer  he  had  a  high  reputation  and  a 
wide  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Day  married,  Dec.  13.  1881.  Fan- 
nie W.  Greene,  daughter  of  Dr.  James   Sproat  Greene;    slw 
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died  some  years  ago.  He  became  a  Life  member  of  the  N.  J. 
Historical  Society  in  1886. 

George  Edward  Dimock,  of  Elizabeth,  who  died  Oct.  20, 

1919,  was  born  in  Baldwinsville,  Mass.,  March  10,  1853,  the 
son  of  the  late  Rev.  Anthony  Vaughn  and  Susan  Weston 
Dimock.  The  family  moved  to  Elizabeth  when  he  was  a  small 
boy.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Pingry  school  in  1870  and 
from  Yale  University  in  1874.  After  graduation  he  entered 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  but  left  it  to  take  up 
the  banking  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1908.  In  1880  he  became  a  member  of  the  New  Yoik 
Stock  Exchange,  keeping  his  membership  until  1918. 

Mr.  Dimock  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Central  Baptist 
Church  of  Elizabeth,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
for  several  years  President  of  the  Board.  He  was  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pingry  School  from  the  time 
of  its  incorporation  until  his  death.  He  was  long  actively 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  Yale  University,  especially  in  the 
classical  department  and  the  library  and,  at  the  time  of  the 
Bi-centennial  celebration,  financed  the  publication  of  a  series 
of  works  by  Yale  professors.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Vassar  College,  and  for 
the  last  five  years  of  his  life  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

In  1880  Mr.  Dimock  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Jordan,  who 
survives  him.  There  are  four  children :  Mrs.  Edgar  A. 
Knapp,  of  Elizabeth;  Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Hemingway,  of  New 
Haven ;  Edward  J.  Dimock,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hawkins, 
Delafield  &  Longfellow,  of  New  York,  and  Geo.  E.  Dimock, 
Jr.,  who  received  a  Ph.  D.  from  Yale  and  is  a  teacher  of  Latin. 
There  are  seven  grandchildren.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
this  Society  in  1891. 

Frederick  William  Egner,  of  Newark,  who  died  Jan.  27. 

1920,  was  born  in  Orange,  N.  J.,  August  6,  1870,  the  son  of  the 
late  John  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Graah)  Egner.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  supplemented  by  a 
short  course  in  the  high  school.     At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
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entered  the  employ  of  the  Half  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  Orange, 
remaining  with  that  institution  for  seven  years.  His  connec- 
tion with  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company  dates  from  1891,  when 
he  became  an  assistant  book-keeper  in  the  safe  deposit  depart- 
ment. In  1897  he  was  made  chief  teller  of  the  bank,  and  was 
chosen  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Company  in  1899.  Six 
years  later  his  responsibilities  were  increased  by  his  inclusion 
in  the  directorate,  and  again  in  1909,  when  he  was  elected  to 
occupy  the  position  of  Third  Vice-President,  which  place  was 
then  created.  Subsequently  he  became  senior  Vice-President, 
serving  in  this  capacity  until  his  death. 

In  addition  to  his  activities  in  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company 
Mr.  Egner  was  a  director  in  the  Union  County  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Elizabeth,  the  New  Brunswick  Trust  Company,  the 
Red  Bank  Trust  Company  and  the  Essex  County  Trust  Com- 
pany of  East  Orange,  subsidiary  companies  of  the  local  insti- 
tution. Delighting  in  outdoor  recreations,  he  relieved  the  pres- 
sure and  monotony  of  his  business  duties  by  field  sports  ami 
games,  in  which  he  took  a  lively  interest.  He  was  an  ardent 
golfer  and  a  member  of  a  number  of  clubs,  among  them  the 
Montclair  Golf  Club.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Newark 
Board  of  Trade,  the  Down  Town  and  Union  clubs  of  Newark. 
and  the  Salmagundi  and  Lotus  clubs  of  New  York.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Miss  Florence  G.  Carter,  die-'. 
in  1905.  They  had  three  children :  J.  Edmund,  Harold  F. 
and  Horace  F.  Egner.  In  1907  Mr.  Egner  married  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Wigton,  of  New  York.  They  had  one  child,  Frederick 
W.  Egner,  Jr.    He  became  a  member  of  the  Society  in  191 1. 

Britton  Duroc  Evans,  M.  D.,  the  Chief  Executive  Officer 
and  Medical  Director  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Hospital  a' 
Greystonc  Park,  N.  J.,  died  Jan.  14,  1920.  He  was  born  in 
Caroline  Co.,  Md.,  Oct.  1,  1858,  the  son  of  Dr.  Lewis  \V.  and 
Lucinda  (Boone)  Evans.  He  was  a  direct  descendant  on  his 
father's  side  of  Christman  Evans,  the  eminent  Welsh  divine 
and  on  his  mother's  side,  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  celebrated  Ken- 
tucky pioneer.  Dr.  Evans'  grandfather,  Col.  Britton  Evnn>, 
served  under  General  Harrison  in  the  War  of  181 2,  with  llu* 
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rank  of  Lieutenant  of  Artillery,  took  part  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  and  in  the  Florida  war,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  organizing  a  company  to  go  to  Greece  to  help  her  in  her 
struggle  for  independence  against  Turkey.  Dr.  Evans  receiv- 
ed his  academic  education  in  his  native  State,  and,  in  1885, 
was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
of  Baltimore.  He  located  for  active  practice  in  Millington, 
Kent  County,  Md.,  and  continued  thus  employed  for  two  years, 
when  he  was  appointed  upon  the  staff  of  surgeons  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  Without  solicitation  on  his 
part  he  was  called  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Maryland  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Cantons- 
ville,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  nearly  five  years,  gaining 
a  valuable  experience.  He  then  resigned  in  order  to  accept 
the  position  of  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Maryland  In- 
stitution for  the  Feeble-minded ;  and  after  a  very  short  period 
was  offered  the  position  of  Medical  Director  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey State  Hospital  at  Morris  Plains — this  being  tendered  to 
him  for  his  efficiency  and  ability  in  psychistry  and  the  care  of 
the  insane.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  there  on  June  1,  1892. 
He  had  not  been  there  a  year  when  he  promoted  the  change 
of  the  name  of  the  institution  from  "The  Morristown  Asylum" 
to  "The  New  Jersey  State  Hospital  at  Morris  Plains.'' 

Among  the  distinguishing  features  of  his  administration  was 
the  reduction  in  the  use  of  mechanical  restraints  among  pa- 
tients. Outdoor  amusements  were  made  a  potent  influence  in 
the  treatment  of  the  insane.  A  pathological  laboratory  was 
organized  under  Dr.  Evans'  direction,  which,  in  some  respects, 
is  claimed  to  be  second  to  none  in  the  world.  Dr.  Evans  also 
established  a  training  school  for  nurses,  because  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  patient  needed  the  attention  of  a  higher  grade 
of  nurses.  He  presented  the  subject  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers in  1894,  and  the  present  corps  resulted.  Dr.  Evans  ap- 
peared as  witness  in  many  important  cases  in  this  and  other 
States,  being  in  high  repute  as  an  authority  on  mental  diseases. 

For  a  generation  every  session  of  the  New  Jersey  Legisla- 
ture saw  Dr.  Evans  at  Trenton  earnestly  at  work  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State  Hospital.     He  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
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about  laws  regulating  the  care  of  the  insane,  and  was  strong 
in  the  belief  that  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  insanity  arc 
curable.  His  contributions  to  the  medical  literature  of  the 
world,  on  nervous  and  mental  diseases,  were  numerous  and 
valuable.  Among  those  which  have  appeared  in  print,  are: 
"The  Inebriate  as  a  Producer  of  Dependents, "  "State  Care  of 
the  Insane,"  "The  Nurse  and  Her  Mission,"  "The  Thera- 
peutic and  Economic  Value  of  Diversional  Occupation,"  "The 
Treatment  of  Paresis,"  "Court  Testimony  of  Alienists," ''Court 
Testimony  of  Medical  Experts  in  Mental  Diseases,"  and  oth- 
ers. He  was  a  member  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  the  American  Medical  Association. 
the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  the  Medico-Legal  Soci- 
ety of  New  York,  the  American  Medico-Psychological  Asso- 
ciation, and  many  other  societies  and  clubs. 

In  1889,  Dr.  Evans  married  Miss  Addie  E.  Dill,  a  native  of 
Maryland,  who  survives  him.  She  is  a  daughter  of  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Dr.  Evans  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  church.  Four  children,  Britton  Buckley,  Margaret 
Snow,  Helen  Sothern,  and  Louise  Duroc  were  born  to  the 
union. 

He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  191 6. 

Frederick  Tysoe  Fearey,  of   Newark,   who  died  Jan.   -\ 
1920,  was  born  there  September  18,  1848.     His  father.  Isaac 
Fearey,  who  was  a  descendant  of  William  and  Mary  Fcai 
of  Stevington,  Bedfordshire,  Eng.,  came  from  England  about 
ten  years  before  his  birth.     His  mother,  Alice  Tysoe,  traced 
her  lineage  back  to  Fobert  and  Alice  Tysoe,  of  the  sturdy  yeo- 
man  stock  of  the  same  place.    After  completing  his  educati 
in  the  local  schools,  Mr.  Fearey  became  a  traveling  Auditor 
for  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey.     In  1874  he  became 
connected   with   the   Passenger   Department   of   the    Pennsi  - 
vania  Railroad  and  established  at   1S2  Market  street  the 
general  ticket  office  in  Newark,  acting  as  agent  for  all  the  ran- 
rbads  and  for  the  coastwise  steamship  lines.     lie  continued 
business  there  until  about  twenty  years  ago.     In   1870.  ai 
pating  the  commercial  possibilities  of  his  native  city,  he  01 
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ized  the  Domestic  Telegraph  Company,  which  afterwards  be- 
came the  Domestic  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company,  the  first 
telephone  company  in  Essex  County  and  the  pioneer  of  the 
extensive  systems,  owned  later  by  the  New  York  &  New  Jer- 
sey Telephone  Company,  and  now  a  part  of  the  New  York 
Telephone  Company.  After  the  sale  of  his  company  in  1887, 
Mr.  Fearey  organized  the  Newark  District  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, to  continue  the  Messenger  and  Central  Office  Burglar 
Alarm  Systems  that  had  not  been  included  in  the  sale  of  the 
telephone  property.  This  company  owes  its  success  largely 
to  the  conservative  management  of  Mr.  Fearey,  who  was  its 
secretary  and  treasurer  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Fearey  was  the  inventor  of  the  continuous  rail  joint, 
and  in  1889  organized  the  company  which  still  manufac- 
tures it,  of  which  he  was  for  a  time  President,  and  of  which 
he  was  a  director  at  the  time  of  his  death.  This  invention 
brought  him  a  fortune.  He  was  active  in  charitable  work 
and  was  particularly  interested  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Many 
young  men  in  Newark  were  placed  on  the  pathway  to  success 
through  his  encouragement  and  assistance.  He  was  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  First  Baptist,  now  Peddie  Memorial,  Church. 

Fishing  was  his  favorite  pastime  and  he  was  an  expert 
trout  fisherman.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Maine  every 
summer  and  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  spent  two  or  three 
months  yearly  at  his  summer  home  at  Pemaquid  Point  in  that 
State. 

His  wife,  who  was  Bertha  Kittel,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  died 
about  two  years  ago  at  his  New  York  home.  Surviving  him 
are  two  daughters,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Piatt,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Miss  Geraldine  Fearey,  of  New  York  and  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Mary  Johnson  and  Mrs.  F.  Cranz  Runyon,  both  of  Great 
Neck,  L.  I.  Mr.  Fearey  was  a  Life  member  of  the  Society, 
having  been  elected  in  1900. 

Marianna  Wales  Manning  died  Jan.  8,  1920.  She  was 
born  at  Bonhamtown,  N.  J.,  nearly  eighty-one  years  ago,  her 
parents  being  William  Ford  and  Ann  (Compton)  Manning. 
Her  ancestors  came   from   England  to  America  in   the  early 
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years  of  its  settlement  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  One  of  her  forefathers,  Jeremiah  Man- 
ning, was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  an  uncle,  Dr. 
James  Manning,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity; and  a  cousin,  Joseph  Taylor,  founded  and  endowed  Bryn 
Mawr  College. 

Miss  Manning  was  a  woman  of  cultivated  tastes  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  her  sisters,  Miss  Jane  Manning  and  Mrs. 
Adele  Stevenson,  started  a  young  ladies'  boarding  school  at 
the  ancestral  home,  Walnut  Hill,  near  Bonhamtown.  Later 
the  school  was  moved  to  Perth  Amboy,  where  it  was  known 
as  the  Raritan  Bay  Seminary.  After  Miss  Manning's  health 
broke  down,  her  two  sisters  carried  on  the  seminary  success- 
fully for  many  years.  The  last  twenty  years  of  Miss  Man- 
ning's life  were  spent  at  Walnut  Hill,  on  the  Old  Post  Rood 
between  Metuchen  and  New  Brunswick.  She  died  at  St. 
Peter's  Hospital,  New  Brunswick,  as  the  result  of  an  accident 
met  with  two  months  before.  She  had  been  a  Life  member  of 
this  Society  since  191 1,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Woman's  Branch.  She  was  deeply  interested 
in  historical  matters  and  an  enthusiast  in  preserving  historical 
data  and  ancient  landmarks.  The  Society  is  greatly  indebted 
to  her  for  gifts  of  historical  objects  and  early  manuscripts 
relating  to  Middlesex  County. 

Frederick  Halsted  Stiipman,  of  Summit,  died  Feb.  3, 
1920.  He  was  born  in  Newark,  October  30,  1854,  and  was  the 
son  of  Caleb  Halsted  and  Caroline  Matilda  (Smith)  Shipman, 
and  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Shipman,  a  private  in  the  Essex 
County  militia  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Commander-in-Chief's  Guard.  After  going  through 
the  public  schools  of  Newark,  Mr.  Shipman  entered  the  bank- 
ing business,  being  employed  by  the  Mechanics'  National  Bank 
of  Newark.  Twenty  years  later  he  entered  the  service  of  tin- 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  had  been  llv 
trpasurer  since  191 1.  In  1863  he  married  Miss  lsabelle  Jtfc- 
Clave,  who  died  in  1910,  and  in  C912  he  married  Miss  Matilda 
E.  Graf.     Abut  six  years  ago  he  moved  from  Morristown  ta 


Necrology  197 

Summit,  where  he  erected  the  house  on  Hillcrest  Ave.,  wherein 
he  resided  afterward.  Mr.  Shipman  was  an  ardent  golfer, 
and  a  member  of  the  Baltusrol  Golf  Club.  He  had  a  wide 
membership  in  other  clubs  and  was  a  director  of  numerous 
corporations.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Washington  Associa- 
tion of  New  Jersey  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion.   He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1899. 

Frederic  William  Stevens,  of  Morristown,  a  Vice-Chan- 
cellor of  New  Jersey,  died  at  the  Memorial  Hospital  in  that 
city  Nov.  6,  1919.  He  was  born  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  June  9, 
1846,  being  the  eldest  son  of  James  Alexander  Stevens,  long 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Hoboken  Ferry  Company,  and 
great-grandson  of  John  Stevens,  the  rival  of  Fulton  in  the  be- 
ginnings of  steam  navigation.  His  mother  was  Julia,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Frederic  Beasley,  D.  D.,  formerly  Provost  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Entering  Columbia  College  in 
i860,  he  was  graduated  there  in  1864.  The  same  institution 
gave  him  the  degree  of  LL.D.  in  later  years.  Directly  after 
graduation  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  the  late  Judge 
Edward  T.  Green,  of  Trenton,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1868,  becoming  a  counselor  three  years  later.  Mr.  Stevens 
practiced  in  Newark,  where,  in  1873,  he  was  made  Judge  of 
the  Second  District  Court,  holding  office  for  two  years.  In 
1889  ne  became  counsel  for  the  county  of  Essex.  In  1S96  he 
was  appointed  Vice-Chancellor  to  succeed  Hon.  John  T.  Bird, 
and  he  was  reappointed  in  1903,  1910  and  1917,  so  that  he 
held  this  important  office  for  twenty-three  years,  and,  if  he  had 
lived,  would  have  held  it  at  least  until  the  expiration  of  his 
fourth  term,  in  April,  1924. 

A  long  line  of  interesting  and  important  cases  could  be  cited 
in  which  as  lawyer,  and  as  Vice-Chancellor,  Mr.  Stevens  won 
a  most  enviable  reputation.  Both  his  judicial  ability  and  his 
private  character  ranked  very  high.  For  his  health  he  played 
golf,  which  also  gave  him  a  vast  amount  of  pleasure,  and  in 
which  he  was  an  expert.  Throughout  his  career  he  was  a 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  laity  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  some  sixteen  or  more  years  ago  he  and  the  late 
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Cortlandt  Parker  together  revised  the  canons  governing  the 
Diocesan  organization. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  twice  married,  in  1880  to  Miss  Mary 
Worth,  (daughter  of  Joseph  Olden,  of  Princeton),  who  died 
in  1897;  in  1904  to  Edith  de  Gueldry  Kinsley,  (daughter  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Kinsley,  of  Morristown),  who  survives  him.  There 
were  two  children  by  each  marriage,  and  these  are  all  sur- 
viving, one,  a  son,  Dr.  Neil  Campbell  Stevens,  being  a  physi- 
cian of  Springdale,  Conn.  Mr.  Stevens  became  a  member  of 
this  Society  in  1890. 

Mr.  William  Raymond  Weeks  died  at  his  residence,  206 
Claremont  Ave.,  Montclair,  on  Oct.  29,  1919.  He  was  born 
Aug.  4,  1848,  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  being  the  eldest  son  of  John 
Randel  Weeks,  (a  former  member  of  the  Essex  Bar,  and  at 
one  time  clerk  of  Essex  county,  who  died  in  1879),  and  tne 
grandson  of  Rev.  William  Raymond  Weeks,  D.  D.,  a  well- 
known  Newark  Presbyterian  minister.  He  graduated  from 
the  Newark  Academy  in  1865;  served  in  the  New  Jersey  mil- 
itia during  the  Civil  War,  and  studied  law  with  his  father. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  as  attorney  in  November,  1870, 
and  as  counselor  in  February,  1876.  In  1883  he  organized  a 
volunteer  fire  department  in  Bloomfield.  While  with  his  father 
he  gave  special  attention  to  wills  and  real  estate,  but,  later,  en- 
gaged in  the  general  practice  of  law  at  750  Broad  street, 
Newark,  and  in  1895,  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar, 
opened  an  office  there.  Mr.  Weeks  was  a  man  of  charming 
personality,  who  made  and  held  friends  easily.  He  was  a 
writer  on  various  historical  topics  and  put  out  a  number  of 
publications.  He  was  interested  in  many  subjects  besides  law 
and  history.  In  1869  ne  married  a  daughter  of  Andrew  La 
Marsena,  of  Newark,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters. 

He  became  a  Life  member  of  this  Society  in  18S5,  a"d  was 
elected  its  Recording  Secretary  Jan.  25,  1890,  serving  as  such 
four  years,  when  he  declined  reelection.  He  also  served  on 
various  important  committees,  including  those  on  Publication. 
on  Library  and  on  Statistics. 
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Franklin  Murphy,  a  former  Governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey and  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  citizens  of  Newark, 
died  on  Feb.  24th,  1920,  at  the  Royal  Poinciana  Hotel,  Palm 
Beach,  Florida,  following  an  operation  performed  on  the  pre- 
ceding Wednesday.  Mr.  Murphy  was  born  in  Jersey  City, 
Jan.  3,  1846,  being  the  son  of  William  H.  Murphy  and  Abby 
Elizabeth  (Plagar)  Murphy.  He  descended  from  Robert 
Murphy,  who  came  to  America  from  Ireland  in  1756  and  set- 
tled in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  In  1856  William  H.  Murphy 
and  family  removed  to  Newark.  William  H.  was  a  shoe  man- 
ufacturer and  later  one  of  the  early  treasurers  of  the  Murphy 
Varnish  Company,  which  was  established  by  his  son  on  the 
latter's  return  from  the  Civil  War,  and  which,  under  the  son's 
wise  direction  and  management,  became  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive concerns  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  having  branches  in 
Boston,  Cleveland,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis. 

Franklin  Murphy,  on  July  19,  1862,  when  not  yet  sev- 
enteen, entered  the  Civil  War  service  as  a  private  in  Co.  A., 
13th  N.  J.  Volunteers;  was  promoted  to  be  Corporal  Aug.  25, 
1862,  Second  Lieutenant  of  Co.  D.,  Feb.  22,  1863,  an<^  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  same  Co.  a  year  later.  He  served  honorably 
and  through  various  hard  engagements,  including  Antictam, 
until  June  8,  1865,  a  year  and  a  half  before  he  became  of  age. 
Business  affairs  exclusively  occupied  his  mind  for  the  next 
twenty  years,  when  he  began  to  hold  office  and  become  a 
leader  in  municipal  and  State  affairs.  His  record  as  a  public 
man  thereafter  is  as  follows:  From  1883  to  1893,  member  of 
the  Newark  Common  Council;  1885,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly;  1886,  appointed  a  Trustee  of  the  State  School 
for  Boys  at  Jamesburg;  1892-1910  (except  while  Governor), 
Chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Committee;  1895  to  1901, 
Commissioner  of  the  Essex  County  Park,  and  served  again 
from  1905  until  his  death;  1896,  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  which  nominated  McKinlev  tor  Presi- 
dent; 1900  delegate  to  the  same;  1S90  to  19 12.  and  1916  to 
J9i8,  New  Jersey's  representative  on  the  National  Republican 
Committee  and  a  member  of  its  Executive  Committee;  1900, 
Commissioner  to  the   Paris  Exposition;    1902-1905,  Governor 


200  Proceedings  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

of  New  Jersey;  1905,  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
West  Point  Military  Academy;  1906,  on  a  similar  Board  to 
the  Annapolis  Naval  Academy;  1907,  member  of  the  Mc- 
Kinley  Monument  Commission ;  1908,  New  Jersey's  choici 
for  Vice-President  on  the  ticket  with  William  H.  Tafl ;  1910, 
civil  member  of  the  Commission  to  represent  the  United  States 
at  the  celebration  of  the  first  Centennial  of  the  Republic  of 
Mexico;  1910,  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
but  the  Democratic  party  carried  the  Legislature  and  elected 
James  A.  Martine ;  1916,  again  a  candidate  for  the  same  of- 
lice,  but  was  defeated  by  Joseph  S.  Frelinghuysen ;  1916, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  on  the  250th 
Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  Newark ;  1919,  a  delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  the  National  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress. 

Mr.  Murphy  married,  June  23,  1868,  Miss  Janet  Colwell, 
who  died  several  years  ago.  His  two  children  are  Franklin 
Murphy,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Kinney.  His  city  home 
was  at  1027  Broad  street  and  he  had  a  country  estate  at 
Mendham.  His  private  character  was  beyond  reproach.  He 
desired  to  and  did  lead  an  active,  useful  life.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  tastes  and  had  a  beautiful  home,  with  a  choice  art 
gallery  and  music  room.  Even  his  private  letters  showed  his 
refinement  in  penmanship  and  style.  His  benefactions  wer* 
numerous.  His  membership  was  formerly  with  St.  P« 
Methodist  Church,  Newark,  but  latterly  with  Trinity  Cathe- 
dral. 

Mr.  Murphy  belonged  to  a  large  number  of  patriotic  and 
historical  societies  and  was  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of 
Seventeen  to  arrange  for  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  in  181)5. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
Jan.  15,  1885,  of  which  he  became  a  Patron  in  1904. 

Ipv  t£*  v7*  *^* 

CORRECTIONS  OF  ERRORS 
In  the  April  Proceedings,  page  120,  reference  was  made  to  the 
John  Fcnwick  mentioned  in  the  Roosevelt  letters,  from  which  a  ■ 
tion  was  made.     A  correspondent  notes,  what  we  should  have  known. 
that  "Sir  John  was  another  man  from  Major  John  Fcnwick.  who  set 
tied  Salem,  New  Jersey."     A   further  reference  to  this  matter  will  1 
made  in  our  next  number. 
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EARLY  NEWARK  AS  A  PURITAN  THEOCRACY  IN 
COLONIAL  NEW  JERSEY 

BY    WALTER   S.    NICHOLS,    NEWARK,    N.    J. 

The  casual  London  visitor  who  watches  the  ceaseless  tide 
of  traffic  as  it  ebbs  and  flows  through  Cheapside  or  Holborn, 
may  find  little  to  suggest  to  him  the  historic  uniqueness  and 
importance  of  a  city  whose  foundations  were  laid  before  the 
Caesars  were  born,  and  which  for  more  than  a  thousand  years 
has  been  the  chief  capital  of  the  British  Empire.  To  him 
it  is  merely  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  our  present 
workaday  world.  Only  when  he  penetrates  the  heart  of  that 
ancient  city  and  stands  in  the  presence  of  its  antiquated  Tower 
do  the  memories  of  its  historic  past  become  vivid,  and  he 
realizes  that  in  the  story  of  old  London  are  wrapped  up  the 
most  thrilling   romances   of   English   history. 

So  the  casual  visitor,  strolling  through  the  busy  streets  of 
Newark  and  noting  on  every  hand  the  evidences  of  its  indus- 
trial activity,  finds  nothing  to  suggest  to  him  that  Newark  has 
a  history  that  is  unique  and  of  more  than  passing  interest. 
No  ancient  tower  serves  to  suggest  that  history.  But  just  be- 
low the  busy  Four  Corners  stands  a  time-honored  edifice, 
whose  story,  when  told,  embodies  the  whole  history  of  Colonial 
Newark,  which,  in  its  uniqueness  and  importance,  is  without 
a  parallel  in  the  State.  That  building  is  the  Old  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Newark,  of  which  for  more  than  thirty  years 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  the  President,  and  about  whose  early  his- 
tory comparatively  little  is  understood  even  by  its  members. 

14 
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The  Story  of  Newark  an  Outgrowth  of  Religious 
Principles 

The  story  of  Newark  begins,  not  here,  but  three  thousand 
miles  away,  in  those  bitter  ecclesiastical  and  theological  strug- 
gles which  characterized  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts  and  drove  the 
Pilgrims  and  the  Puritans  and  other  Dissenters  from  their 
riomes  in  Yorkshire  and  London  and  the  eastern  counties  of 
Great  Britain  to  establish  new  republics  in  the  savage  wilds  of 
New  England. 

Whether  in  the  Plymouth  Colony,  or  that  which  planted 
itself  on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  or  those  which  so 
quickly  radiated  from  these  centres,  the  story  was  substan- 
tially alike  in  this.  They  were  a  system  of  local  organizations 
essentially  ecclesiastical  in  their  character,  in  which  the  civil  gov- 
ernment was  largely  subordinated  and  dominated  by  the  re- 
ligious impulses  and  principles  which  impelled  the  hegira. 
The  flight  of  Roger  Williams  to  the  shores  of  the  Narragan- 
.sett,  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  Rhode  Island,  was  perhaps 
the  one  notable  exception  to  the  rule. 

From  Massachusetts  these  religious  zealots  soon  spread  to 
the  more  fertile  fields  that  bordered  on  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  there  two  colonies  arose,  that  of  New  Haven  and  Connec- 
ticut. King  Charles  had  been  beheaded.  The  Cavaliers  had 
been  crushed,  Cromwell,  with  his  psalm-singing  Round  Heads 
was  in  the  saddle,  and  all  seemed  well  with  the  dissenting  col- 
onies. Then  came  the  Royal  restoration  and  with  it  the  troubles 
"began.  New  Haven  was  rigid  in  her  orthodoxy.  Her  neigh- 
bor, Connecticut,  was  not.  The  Royalist  reaction  in  the  moth- 
er country  speedily  made  its  political  influence  felt  in  America, 
and  more  worldly  Connecticut  threatened  to  absorb  New  Ha- 
ven and  thus  break  down  her  vigorous  religious  barriers.  De- 
termined to  save  their  churches,  the.  persecuted  people  turned 
'  first  to  their  next  neighbors,  the  Dutch  of  Manhattan. 

Beyond  the  Hudson  on  the  west  lay  a  salubrious,  well-wa- 
tered and  well-wooded  country,  peopled  only  by  savages.  Ne- 
gotiations were  begun  for  its  occupancy,  soon  interrupted  by 
the  capture  of  New  Amsterdam  by  Sir  Richard  Nichols.   Then 
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followed  the  transfer  of  the  Jerseys  to  the  Duke  of  York 
and  through  him  to  the  Proprietors.  Negotiations  were  again 
opened  with  the  new  authorities,  whose  liberal  Concessions  to- 
induce  colonization  had  already  reached  the  New  Haven 
colony.  Treat,  of  Milford,  was  its  negotiator.  The  Conces- 
sions of  the  New  Jersey  Proprietors  were  supplemented  by  Ar- 
ticles of  Agreement  long  since  lost,  and  these  two  instruments 
were  the  charter  of  rights  under  which  those  two  sloop  loads 
of  Mil  ford's  and  New  Haven's  first  contingent  landed  in  1666 
on  the  western  shore  of  the  Passaic,  and  founded  in  the  sav- 
age wilds  of  New  Jersey  a  new  Milford,  later  known  as  the 
town  of  Newark.  Their  neighboring  colonists  from  Branford 
followed,  bringing  with  them  their  whole  church  organization. 

Newark  and  the  Church  Originally  One  Organization 

I  have  thus  briefly  sketched  the  outline  facts  of  the  founding 
of  the  city,  of  which  many  are  already  familiar.  But  to  speak 
of  it  as  the  founding  of  an  ordinary  town  is  a  misnomer.  For 
half  a  century  those  pioneers  knew  no  town  apart  from  their 
ecclesiastical  organization.  It  was  the  last  of  those  hegiras 
which  had  dotted  New  England  with  her  Congregational  set- 
tlements. It  was  New  England's  final  struggle  to  preserve- 
intact  her  religious  exclusiveness  by  colonizing  in  East  Jersey. 
Nowhere  else  outside  her  own  boundaries  does  such  a  historic 
settlement  exist.  Newer  immigrations  were  soon  to  break 
down  those  exclusive  barriers  which  had  been  so  carefully 
erected,  and  more  liberal  views  were  to  soften  the  spirit  of 
exclusiveness  inevitable  in  such  a  movement.  But  it  was  the 
sturdy  character  and  spirit  of  self-government  developed  by 
that  movement  which  have  been  handed  down  through  later 
generations  of  New  England  men  and  have  made  their  influ- 
ence such  a  dominant  element  in  our  national  development. 

This  was  the  inheritance  of  early  Newark,  which  made  her 
potent  in  moulding  the  character  of  all  East  Jersey,  and  whose 
leavening  effects  have  not  yet  been  wholly  lost. 

Those  New  Haven  colonists  came  solely  as  a  church  organi- 
zation. The  Concessions  and  Agreement  under  which  tliey 
came  were  the  guarantees  exacted  from  the  Proprietors  that 
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their  ecclesiastical  organization  should  be  supreme  and  undis- 
turbed. The  political  town  which  they  created  was  limited  to 
that  church  membership.  Their  civil  officers  were  the  admin- 
istrators of  its  worldly  affairs.  The  local  laws  which  they 
enacted  were  fashioned  by  its  members.  Sanctioned  by  the 
Concessions  of  the  Proprietors,  the  choicest  of  their  lands  were 
devoted  to  its  support,  and  for  more  than  fifty  years  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  town  was  essentially  a  government  by  and  for 
its  church.  Their  town  hall  and  market  were  erected  and  their 
burial-ground  was  located  on  its  property.  Their  church  build- 
ing served  alike  for  a  town  hall  and  a  place  of  worship.  And 
when  the  time  came  for  sundering  the  ties  which  bound  church 
and  town,  and  for  the  former  to  take  control  of  its  own  sep- 
arate affairs,  a  charter  from  King  George  placed  in  the  hands 
of  its  officers  the  selection  and  control  of  its  Trustees.  I  acted 
for  thirty  years  under  that  ancient  charter  as  the  virtual  Pres- 
ident of  the  old  town  of  Newark,  appointed  to  my  office  by 
the  ruling  elders  of  the  church. 

In  those  recent  litigations  with  the  City  over  the  possession 
of  its  property,  with  which  many  may  be  somewhat  familiar, 
the  true  inwardness  of  this  unique  ecclesiastical  settlement 
was  never  grasped  by  the  public  or  the  Courts.  The  property 
that  the  city  sought  to  seize  was  a  part  of  the  ancient  church 
lot  granted  by  the  Concessions  of  the  Proprietors,  set  off  by  the 
original  settlers,  surveyed  under  a  Proprietors'  warrant,  leased 
and  controlled  by  the  church  as  its  own  through  successive  gen- 
erations of  residents,  and  for  which  I  held  a  Proprietors'  deed 
procured  by  direction  of  the  town  itself.  Foolishly,  as  it 
proved,  the  church  had  given  over  to  the  town  a  hundred  years 
before  the  control  of  its  ancient  burying-ground,  which  formed 
a  portion  of  the  plot,  and  this  was  the  basis  on  which  the  effort 
was  made  to  divest  it  of  the  rest. 

In  the  whole  history  of  Colonial  New  Jersey,  Newark  stands 
unique  as  the  sole  typical  Puritan  New  England  settlement  in- 
spired by  higher  motives  than  worldly  gain;  the  last  of  its  kind 
as   Plymouth   was   the   first. 

The  drama  of  the  Mayflower  was  reenacted  for  the  lasi  time 
when  Treat  with  his  little  band  landed  from  their  shallops  on 
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the  bank  of  the  Passaic.  Before  that  drama  had  closed  and 
that  old  church  organization  had  wholly  surrendered  its  pri- 
macy in  civil  affairs,  the  thunders  of  Jonathan  Edwards  were 
to  be  reechoed  in  its  midst.  The  clarion  voice  of  Whitefield 
was  to  ring  out ;  the  foundations  of  Princeton  University  were 
to  be  laid  in  its  meeting-house,  and  the  midnight  alarm  that  the 
Refugees  were  coming  was  to  summon  the  wives  and  childrcn 
of  its  patriotic  sons  from  their  beds,  to  drive  their  cattle  to  the 
swamps  beyond  the  reach  of  King  George's  invaders. 

Here  I  close  this  part  of  a  story  whose  outlines  have  been  so 
often  sketched.  But  all  our  histories  of  Newark  have  been 
written  from  the  standpoint  of  its  civil  society  and  industrial 
development.  The  fact  that  its  foundations  were  laid  in  a 
church  organization  and  the  influence  exerted  by  that  church  in 
its  subsequent  development  have  never  been  adequately  em- 
phasized. 

Where  the  True  Story  of  Newark  Begins 

The  true  story  of  Newark  begins  not  on  the  bank  of  the  Pas- 
saic, but  in  that  old  church  of  Branford  whose  members  as 
an  organized  body  moved  to  their  New  Jersey  settlement,  with 
members  from  their  adjacent  New  Haven  towns,  and  set  up 
anew  their  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness.  They  were  among 
the  strictest  of  the  Puritans,  allowing  no  compromise  with 
those  principles  of  righteousness  which  they  conceived  to  be 
fundamental  to  their  faith.  The  halfway  covenant,  which 
more  liberal  Connecticut  had  accepted  and  which  Massachu- 
setts favored,  admitting  those  to  church  and  civil  privileges 
who  had  received  no  special  spiritual  regeneration,  was  to 
them  an  abomination  that  they  were  willing  to  escape  by  the 
sacrifice  of  their  homes  if  need  be. 

For  the  second  time  that  old  Branford  Church  had  moved 
to  escape  the  dangers  that  threatened  its  purity,  if  not  its  ex- 
istence, from  the  influence  of  the  British  hierarchy.  Originally 
established  in  Southampton  on  Long  Island  by  Puritans  from 
Lynn,  it  had  already  gone  from  there  to  escape  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  with  its  veteran  pastor,  Abraham 
Picrson,  to  the  Colony  of  New  Haven,  and,  when  again  con- 
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strained  to  remove  to  New  Jersey,  the  few  inhabitants  who  re- 
mained behind  were  unable  for  more  than  twenty  years  to 
build  up  a  church.  In  the  Branford  church,  therefore,  we 
must  look  for  the  conditions  which  determined  the  life  and 
character  of  the  original  inhabitants  of  Newark. 

Those  early  New  Haven  Puritans  were  not  the  bigoted,  un- 
educated men  so  often  pictured.  Their  so-called  "blue-laws" 
were  a  myth.  They  had  not  been  drawn  from  the  dregs  of 
the  English  nation  at  home.  On  the  contrary,  the  great  body 
of  the  original  Puritan  elements  of  New  England  were  repre- 
sentatives of  a  large  minority  in  the  Established  Church  of 
England,  trained  in,  the  principles  of  an  Established  State 
church,  which  they  sought  to  purify  from  within,  not  in  its 
fundamental  doctrines  but  from  the  rites  and  ceremonies 
which,  in  those  days  of  civil  strife  at  home  with  the  Crown 
and  its  hierarchy,  so  strongly  infected  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Papacy,  seemed  to  threaten  a  return  to  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  Rome.  The  fall  of  the  Commonwealth  quenched 
their  hopes.  Nonconformity  became  a  penal  offense.  They 
were  ready  to  join  hands  with  the  Independents,  if  need  be, 
in  seeking  in  America  a  new  home,  where  they  might  in  peace 
develop  their  churches  along  those  spiritual  lines  that  they 
had  imbibed  from  the  teaching,  not. only  of  their  religious  lead- 
ers, but  from  their  limited  intercourse  with  Holland  and 
Geneva,  and  the  Huguenot  element  of  France,  as  well  as  with 
the  Presbyterian  element  across  the  Scottish  border.  Queen 
Elizabeth  had  disappointed  their  hopes ;  James  the  First,  Scot- 
land's "learned  fool,"  had  gone  back  on  his  Presbyterian 
training.  They  had  failed  under  the  Protector  with  his 
psalm-singing  ironclads  to  effect  a  lasting  reformation  in  the 
English  church  at  home.  The  return  of  the  Stuarts  brought 
with  it  a  worldly  reaction  in  the  religious  sentiments  of  the 
,  nation,  in  which  the  hierarchy  of  that  church  were  the  facile 
servants  of  the  Crown.  Outward  conformity  to  its  religious 
rites  and  ceremonies  sharply  defined  the  only  line  between  the 
membership  of  its  Established  Church  and  those  whose  failure 
to  conform  condemned  them  to  the  ranks  of  England's  felons. 
Such  were  the  conditions  which  impelled  the  sturdy  sons  01 
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English  birth  to  fly  to  the  Massachusetts  coast.  They  included 
scholars  from  Oxford  and  Cambridge  and  men  of  gentle  birth 
and  ample  resources,  as  well  as  recruits  from  the  ranks  of 
labor.  But  as  a  body  they  had  been  trained  especially  in  those 
theological  issues  which  in  the  Seventeenth  century  were  key- 
notes of  the  great  Protestant  Reformation  that  had  swept  over 
Continental  Europe.  They  brought  with  them  as  their  ad- 
visers and  guides  their  religious  teachers  from  the  homeland  to 
help  them  to  frame  their  civil  governments.  They  came  as 
Englishmen,  not  to  abandon  those  inalienable  rights  which  they 
liad  claimed  at  home,  but  to  reassert  them  in  America  free 
from  the  control  of  a  British  Parliament  and  an  ecclesiastical 
hierarchy  that  demanded  the  surrender  of  their  consciences 
.and  lives  to  the  dictates  of  a  State  authority.  They  brought 
with  them  their  attachment  to  those  principles  of  the  common 
law  which  they  looked  on  as  the  Charter  of  their  civil  rights 
won  by  their  ancestors  at  Runnymede.  They  were  colonial 
Englishmen  in  America,  loyal  to  the  Crown  and  loyal  to  their 
country,  but  claiming  all  the  civil  rights  of  freeborn  Britons. 

Such  was  the  general  character  of  the  Puritan  fathers  who 
first  settled  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  and  constructed  the 
General  Court  of  the  Colony  as  their  best  expression  of  that 
spirit  of  Theocracy  which  they  intended  should  protect  alike 
the  purity  of  their  religion  and  their  civil  interests  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  Established  Church  of  England. 

Each  town  developed  into  an  independent  church  organiza- 
tion, regulated  by  its  own  local  laws  as  a  civil  society,  and 
"bound  together  as  a  colony  through  the  necessities  imposed  by 
their  new  conditions.  They  cut  loose  from  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies of  England's  State  church  rather  than  from  her  system 
•of  theology.  They  had  imbibed  their  Calvinism  and  spirit  of 
free  inquiry  regarding  spiritual  truth  from  Geneva  and  Scot- 
land and  Amsterdam.  They  were  schooled  in  the  polemic 
issues  of  their  day.  The  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth  had  preceded 
them,  and  through  even  a  harsher  school  of  adversity  had  im- 
bibed the  religious  conceptions  of  their  former  home  in  Hol- 
land. Intellectually  and  socially  their  standard  was  inferior  to 
-that  of  the  original  Puritans.     But  their  conception  of  an  in- 
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dependent  church  was  even  stronger,  and  the  influence  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony  was  felt  in  the  form  of  organization  adapted 
by  the  Massachusetts  churches.  And  all  agreed  on  this,  that 
the  Word  of  God  as  given  by  Moses  and  the  Prophets  must 
be  the  foundation  on  which  their  settlements  should  be  estab- 
lished. 

New  Haven  was  among  the  most  vigorous  of  these  Puritan 
settlements  and  original  Newark  was  but  the  extension  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony.  The  two  fundamental  agreements  signed 
in  1666,  first  by  their  chosen  representatives,  Robert  Treat 
and  Samuel  Swain,  and  afterwards  by  the  sixty-four  original 
colonists,  express  the  religious  motives  that  inspired  the  move- 
ment and  the  principles  of  that  Godly  government  which  they 
hoped  to  establish  in  their  town  through  their  Congregational 
organization.  None  should  be  freemen  or  free  burgesses,  or 
have  any  share  in  their  town  government,  except  members  of 
their  churches,  though  others  with  their  consent  might  be 
admitted  as  inhabitants  upon  their  acquiescence  in  the  condi- 
tions imposed,  subject,  however,  to  removal  if  they  disturbed 
the  peace  of  the  colonists.  They  were  not  inspired  by  a  spirit 
of  religious  bigotry  or  sectarianism,  but  were  constrained  for 
their  own  protection  to  erect  their  religious  barriers  after  a 
bitter  experience  in  the  past.  They  felt  that  they  had  the  right 
as  pioneers,  who  had  bargained  for  their  lands  from  those  in 
authority  and  whose  original  ownership  they  recognized,  to 
enjoy  in  peace  their  religious  homes.  Under  their  original 
concession,  which  is  lost,  they  had  doubtless  also  obtained  the 
right  of  local  self-government.  Their  meeting-house  was  the 
great  center  of  their  social  and  spiritual  life  around  which 
the  whole  settlement  revolved.  The  town  in  its  civil  capacity 
was  the  trustee  of  the  latter,  and  the  affairs  were  regulated  at 
the  town  meetings. 

No  tradition  remains  to  tell  us  of  the  sermons  those  early 
settlers  heard,  or  of  the  psalms  they  sang,  but  the  character 
of  their  services  arc  plainly  shown  in  the  records  that  have 
come  •down1  to  us  from  New  Haven  and  the  Massachusetts 
churches.  Polemic  theology  no  doubt  played  a  specially  im- 
portant part  in  their  sermons  and  weekly  lectures.     The  whole 
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body  of  early  New  England  divinity  was  practically  built  up 
through  the  pulpit  discourses  in  its  churches.  They  were 
keen  to  detect  unsoundness  in  the  doctrines  from  their  pulpits. 
In  times  of  religious  trouble  they  would,  if  need  be,  call  into 
counsel  their  sister  churches  in  the  nearby  settlements,  not 
to  control  but  to  advise  and  harmonize  their  differences. 

They  were  also  strong  believers  in  practical  education  and 
especially  ministerial  training.  To  read  and  write  and  keep 
accounts  they  regarded  as  the  fundamentals  of  schooling. 
London,  and  afterward  Boston,  probably  furnished  the  few 
text  books  they  required.  But  the  family  Bible  was  their 
most  prized  possession  and  the  book  which  of  all  others  they 
studied  most.  Printed  sermons,  largely  doctrinal,  by  noted 
preachers,  furnished  their  choicest  mental  pabulum. 

The  Weakness  of  the  Newark  System  and  Change  to 
Presbyterianism 

As  in  the  Massachusetts  colonies  the  one  great  weakness 
of  their  system  soon  betrayed  itself.  As  a  newer  generation 
came  on  the  stage  they  were  forced  to  surrender  their  exclu- 
sive spirit  and  open  wider  their  doors  of  citizenship.  But  the 
change  was  so  gradual  that  not  a  ripple  of  antagonism  appears 
to  have  been  created. 

Persecution  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  the  Revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes  drove  the  Scotch-Irish  and  the  Huguenots 
to  America,  and  they  settled  largely  in  the  Middle  Colonies. 
They  had  no  affiliations  with  the  Established  Church  of  Eng- 
land. Like  the  earlier  Pilgrims  they  feared  its  hierarchy  and 
the  British  Parliament  under  its  control.  Like  the  churches 
of  Scotland  and  Geneva  they  were  Presbyterian  in  their  lean- 
ings. Newark  received  a  liberal  share  of  these  newer  immi- 
grants, especially  the  Scotch-Irish.  To  amalgamate  these  with 
the  primal  church  organization  apparently  seemed  easy  and 
natural.  Puritanism  in  New  England  had  already  been  infused 
with  a  Presbyterian  element.  Cromwell  and  the  Lung  Par- 
liament had  started  their  rebellion  with  the  Presbyterian  ele- 
ment in  the  lead  until  the  more  radical  Con gregationa lists  and 
other  Dissenters  took  control  of  the  movement. 
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The  church  in  Newark  became  so  gradually  infused  with 
a  strong  Presbyterian  element  that,  when  Francis  Makemie,  the 
North-of-Ireland  missionary,  organized  the  churches  of  the 
Middle  Colonies  into  a  Presbyterian  Presbytery  within  its  first 
fifty  years,  the  church  in  Newark  fell  into  line  with  the  rest  so 
quietly  that  no  ripple  of  internal  disturbance  seems  to  have 
been  created.  No  important  distinction  appears  to  have  been 
drawn  between  the  advocates  of  these  two  forms  of  church 
government  in  those  earlier  days.  Their  theology  was  alike. 
The  preachers  from  the  one  denomination  were  often  sought  to 
minister  to  the  other.  The  churches  themselves  were  made  up 
of  elements  from  both. 

All  thoughts  of  denominational  contention  seems  to  have 
been  lost  sight  of  in  view  of  one  paramount  danger,  that  of 
ecclesiastical  interference  from  the  ruling  powers  of  the  mother 
country.  The  church  in  Newark,  like  the  others  in  the  Middle 
Colonies,  became  a  member  of  an  organized  denominational 
body  as  a  probable  protection  against  ecclesiastical  oppression 
by  the  mother  country.  Along  with  this  motive  was  another. 
Cooperation  both  strengthened  the  churches  in  their  home  field 
and  aided  in  their  missionary  work  among  the  newer  settle- 
ments. 

Just  when  this  formal  change  to  Presbyterianism  took  place 
there  is  no  record.  No  essential  importance  seems  to  have 
been  attached  to  the  union  of  a  few  churches  into  a  small  Pres- 
bytery in  New  Jersey.  The  Scotch-Irish  elements  had  rapidly 
increased,  and,  while  New  England  was  still  regarded  as  the 
chief  nursery  from  which  to  seek  their  ministers,  the  strength 
of  Presbyterianism  as  a  form  of  government  was  growing  in 
the  churches  of  the  Middle  Colonies. 

The  Successive  Church  Buildings 

The  settlers  of  Newark,  still  acting  as  a  body  along  the 
"ecclesiastical  lines  which  they  had  first  laid  down,  while  grad- 
ually broadening  in  their  views  of  civil  rights,  would  soon  be 
extending  their  occupied  borders  towards  the  Orange  moun- 
tains on  the  west.  Their  primitive  church  building  had  grown 
inadequate  to  their  needs,  and  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  of  the 
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settlement  a  more  elaborate  edifice  was  called  for.  It  was 
replaced  by  a  more  pretentious  building  on  their  church  lot. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  successive  types  of  the  Puritan 
architecture  of  New  England  were  followed  in  these  two 
buildings  and  in  the  third  which  succeeded  them. 

First  came  the  primitive,  rough,  barnlike  frame  building 
■common  to  new  settlements  (about  1668,  two  years  after  the 
settlement),  followed  by  the  square  wooden  structure  with  its 
four-sided,  peaked  roof,  crowned  with  a  tower  (about  1690), 
and,  finally,  the  more  elaborate  colonial  church  edifice,  with  its 
steeple  prominent  in  the  front  (in  1791).  But  in  ail  of  them 
there  was  the  same  avoidance  of  those  Gothic  types  with  their 
European  suggestions  of  Papacy  and  Prelacy. 

Few  finer  types  of  this  colonial  architecture  can  be  found 
than  the  present  building  of  Newark's  "First"  church.  It  was 
built  of  sandstone  dug  from  the  local  quarries  belonging  to  the 
church,  by  the  congregation  themselves,  only  six  years  after 
achieving  their  independence.  That  congregation  still  practic- 
ally included  the  settlement  as  a  body.  A  second  congregation 
had  been  organized  out  of  the  original  body  in  the  more  distant 
part  of  the  settlement,  which  is  now  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Orange.  Episcopacy  had  obtained  a  substantial  foot- 
ing and  a  church  organization.  But  the  great  body  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Newark  continued  until  the  opening  of  the  Nineteenth 
century  to  look  upon  their  original  organization  as  their  mother 
church,  to  which  they  also  were  bound  by  ties  of  consanguinity. 
Apart  from  Episcopacy,  no  other  important  religious  organiza- 
tion was  formed  in  Newark  until  after  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred. 

Relations  Closed  Between  Church  and  Town 

Some  fifty  years  after  the  settling  of  the  town  its  indus- 
tries had  so  developed  and  its  civil  affairs  had  reached  such  a 
stage  of  importance,  while  its  rigid  Puritanical  character  had 
become  so  liberalized  by  the  infusion  of  newer  elements,  that. 
as  in  the  case  of  the  New  England  settlements,  the  necessity 
of  establishing  an  independent  local  civil  government  was  felt 
and  Newark  was  incorporated  as  a  township.     The  affairs  of 
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the  church  continued  for  forty  years  longer  to  be  looked  after 
by  the  town,  but  the  intimate  relations  between  the  two  had 
become  relaxed.  The  salaries  of  its  ministers,  for  which  the 
town  was  still  legally  bound,  were  no  longer  raised  as  a  general 
tax,  but  through  voluntary  contributions  confined  to  those  con- 
senting to  its  support.  Under  the  changed  conditions  the  wis- 
dom of  taking  independent  control  of  its  own  property  inter- 
ests was  likewise  felt  by  the  church,  and  in  1753  a  Royal  char- 
ter from  King  George  the  Second  was  procured,  incorporating 
seven  trustees,  who  were  empowered  to  hold  not  only  the 
property  specifically  belonging  to  the  church,  but  any  other 
property  which  might  be  devoted  to  religious  and  charitable 
purposes.  It  was  probably  the  first  religious  and  charitable 
trust  corporation  ever  created  in  America.  Such  external  trust 
funds  still  continue  to  be  an  important  part  of  the  assets  ad- 
ministered by  its  trustees. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  town  meeting  the  trustees  of  the 
church  were  directed  to  secure  from  the  surviving  heir  of  the 
original  trustees  of  the  town  a  deed  for  the  so-called  parsonage 
property,  which,  under  the  Concessions  of  the  Proprietors,  had 
been  set  apart  by  the  "Old  Inhabitants"  of  the  town  for  the  uses 
of  the  church.  This  deed  was  at  once  secured.  It  embraced  not 
only  allotments  for  strictly  parsonage  purposes,  but  the  cen- 
tral plot,  as  well,  on  which  the  church  building  and  grave- 
yard stood,  one  of  the  most  valuable  tracts  in  the  city.  All 
parties  were  agreed  that  this  had  been  set  apart  for  the  church. 
But  two  new  churches  had  meanwhile  been  organized,  each 
claiming  to  be  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  division.  A  violent 
contention  arose,  that  was  finally  settled  some  thirty  years 
later  by  an  amicable  division  between  the  three,  and  when,  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  Eighteenth  century,  two  more  Presby- 
terian congregations  were  organized  from  the  original  body, 
the  mother  church  again  generously  divided  with  them  her 
remaining  patrimony,  reserving  for  herself  only  about  two- 
fifths  of  the  valuable  plot  referred  to,  together  with  a  portion 
of  the  strictly  parsonage  property.  Such  portion  of  this  tract 
as  had  been  already  appropriated  for  civil  uses  was  surren- 
dered to  the  civil  authorities.     Portions  not  needed  for  grave- 
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yard  purposes  were  leased  by  the  trustees  for  business  uses 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  Eighteenth  century,  and  with  the 
growth  of  the  town  they  proved  a  valuable  source  of  revenue 
for  the  church. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  the  church  had  again 
outgrown  its  accommodations  and  a  new  building  was  project- 
ed on  a  part  of  the  church  plot  and  some  of  the  needed  mate- 
rials gathered.  But  the  war  compelled  the  temporary  aban- 
donment of  the  plan,  and  when,  six  years  after  its  close,  the 
project  was  renewed,  the  original  location  was  abandoned  and 
the  present  building  was  erected  on  a  lot  purchased  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  principal  street.  This  change  of  plan 
was  attended  with  consequences  that  could  not  have  been  antic- 
ipated. The  burial-plot  had  from  the  first  been  used  as  a  com- 
mon place  of  interment  for  residents  of  the  town  and  church. 
With  the  establishment  of  a  new  burial-ground  in  connection 
with  the  new  church  lot,  the  proper  care  of  its  original  plot  seems 
to  have  been  neglected  by  the  church.  The  town  demanded  its 
transfer  and  control,  and  finally  seized  possession  of  the  part 
used  for  burial  purposes,  the  church  surrendering  its  rights, 
while  retaining  its  active  control  of  the  other  portions  of  the 
plot.  It  became  a  God's  acre,  a  common  place  of  burial  for  the 
town  poor,  and  the  church  lost  a  valuable  part  of  its  heritage. 

Until  the  latter  part  of  the  Nineteenth  century  the  relations 
between  the  town  now  incorporated  as  a  city  and  the  church, 
regarding  their  respective  rights  in  the  old  church  plot,  re- 
mained practically  undisturbed  except  from  an  abortive  at- 
tempt by  an  adventurer  to  claim  against  both  by  virtue  of  a 
specious  right  assumed  to  be  secured  from  the  colonial  Proprie- 
tors. 

Aside  from  the  graveyard  portion,  the  now  exceedingly 
valuable  church  plot  had  been  practically  divided  between  the 
two  along  the  same  legal  lines  which  had  already  been  laid 
down  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  cases  of  sim- 
ilar divisions  between  towns  and  churches  in  the  theocratic 
settlements  of  that  State,  each  taking  such  portion  as  had 
already  been  appropriated  to  its  special  use.  But  a  now  gen- 
eration had  come  on  the  stage  to  whom  the  story  oi  Newark 
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and  its  ecclesiastical  development  was  unfamiliar.  The  old 
■church  plot,  now  grown  immensely  valuable,  appeared  to  them 
only  as  a  plot  of  ground  originally  belonging  to  the  town  and 
seized  on  by  the  church.  After  years  of  agitation  the  issue 
was  finally  brought  by  the  city  into  the  Courts.  The  litigation 
•on  the  part  of  the  churches  was  under  the  care  of  the  writer 
and  resulted  in  placing  beyond  all  further  controversy  the 
■status  of  the  existing  Proprietary  deed  and  successive  legisla- 
tive acts,  regardless  of  those  peculiar  ecclesiastical  relations  in 
which  Newark  differed  from  every  other  settlement  in  the 
State,  and  which  for  more  than  fifty  years  had  made  her  a 
virtual  theocracy. 

One  other  feature  of  the  transfer  of  the  control  of  the 
■church  property  to  its  own  trustees  deserves  special  mention. 
By  a  peculiar  provision  in  its  charter,  the  selection  of  these 
trustees  was  not  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  congregation  but 
in  the  session  of  the  church,  who  might  appoint  and  remove 
them  at  will.  The  apparent  intention  was  to  perpetuate,  so 
far  as  the  changed  conditions  allowed,  the  control  of  the  tem- 
poral as  well  as  spiritual  affairs  of  the  church  in  its  spiritual 
heads  and  thus  conserve  its  orthodoxy. 

A  Forgotten  Piece  of  Ancient  History 

An  interesting  light  on  this  whole  matter  is  thrown  by  an  old 
circular  prepared  about  1794  and  addressed  to  the  members  of 
its  congregation  by  some  of  the  church  members.  This  long 
forgotten  record  is  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society.  The  authors  recite  that  they  are  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  and 
of  their  duty  to  oppose  tyranny  whether  in  church  or  state. 
They  complain  of  the  undue  power  that  the  charter  gives  to  the 
minister,  deacons,  and  elders  in  case  of  this  church,  and  the 
ungenerous  measures  taken  by  the  session  to  prevent  redress. 
The  principal  ground  of  their  complaint  was  that  a  deed  had 
been  given  by  the  Proprietors  to  certain  trustees  of  the  town 
in  1696  for  several  pieces  of  property  for  the  benefit  of  the 
old  settlers;  that  in  1753  a  charter  had  been  granted  to  the 
church  by  Governor  Belcher  empowering  the  session  and  dea- 
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cons  to  appoint  and  displace  trustees  at  their  will  and  depriving 
the  congregation  of  any  voice  in  the  control  of  their  own 
church  property.  As  soon  as  the  charter  arrived,  according  to 
this  circular,  complaint  was  made  by  the  congregation  of  this 
feature,  and  the  explanation  given  was  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  power  to  manage  the  church  affairs  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  few  leading  members  in  order  to  defeat 
the  efforts  of  the  Episcopal  church  clergy  to  introduce  epis- 
copacy and  so  to  ultimately  undermine  the  church. 

When  the  church  trustees  obtained  the  deed  of  the  church 
property  from  David  Young,  the  last  survivor  of  the  town 
trustees,  it  is  claimed  that  the  congregation  submitted  for  this 
reason. 

In  1787  the  growing  needs  of  the  congregation  called  for 
the  building  of  the  present  church,  and  we  are  told  that  sub- 
scriptions to  the  project  were  objected  to  because  it  would  be 
placing  increased  property  in  the  hands  of  trustees  whom  the 
congregation  had  no  voice  in  choosing.  The  authors  of  the 
before-named  circular  say :  "Can  anybody  suppose  that  such 
arbitrary  power  in  these  enlightened  times  to  dispose  of  church 
property  should  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men  beyond 
the  power  of  the  congregation  to  control?'' 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  man  sensible  of  the  value  of  religious 
liberty,  we  are  told,  to  resist  such  tyranny,  and  it  is  no  answer 
to  say  that  such  power  will  not  be  abused  by  such  good  men. 
History  in  all  ages  proves  the  contrary.  From  these  consider- 
ations, we  are  told,  a  majority  of  the  congregation,  at  the  time 
of  building,  voted  to  choose  a  committee  independent  of  the 
trustees  to  receive  their  subscriptions,  buy  the  ground  and 
build  the  church.  When  it  came  to  passing  the  title,  however, 
it  seemed  necessary  that  the  deed  should  be  made  to  the  trus- 
tees and  the  committee  consented.  But  some  of  the  principal 
subscribers  cried  out  that  if  they  had  known  this  was  to  be 
done  before  the  charter  was  altered  they  would  not  have  given 
a  shilling.  The  answer  of  the  church  officers  was,  according  to 
the  circular,  that  they  would  afterwards  join  in  a  petition  to 
the  Legislature  to  have  the  charter  altered,  "as  many  of  the 
neighboring  congregations  have  done."     From  this  last  passage 
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I  infer  that  the  practice  of  the  church  in  placing  control  in 
the  hands  of  its  spiritual  officers  had  been  copied  in  other  New 
England  settlements   in   East  Jersey. 

Incidentally,  too,  I  may  mention  that  Rev.  Dr.  Frazer,  a 
former  pastor,  in  his  Centennial  sermon  in  1891,  summarized 
from  the  trustees'  records  the  story  of  the  building  of  the 
church,  but  found  complications  and  omissions  so  many  that  no 
account  of  the  actual  cost  could  be  obtained,  but,  instead, 
memoranda  of  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  committee  in  charge 
to  raise  tl  e  needed  funds,  supplemented  by  guarantees  of  the 
trustees  in  aid  of  the.  committee,  and  it  seems  the  church  was 
burdened  with  debts  to  its  members  for  years  perhaps  after  the 
work  was  done  and  the  building  dedicated.  The  present  doc- 
ument throws  light  on  the  situation.  There  would  seem  to 
have  been  a  strong  internal  spirit  of  dissention  between  the 
church  officers  and  a  faction  in  the  congregation  behind  the 
love  feast,  which  no  doubt  attended  the  completion  of  the 
work. 

The  promise  to  join  in  the  alteration  of  the  charter  accord- 
ing to  the  circular  gave  temporary  satisfaction  until,  in  1791, 
the  session  voted  that  the  trustees  should  levy  an  annuity  on 
the  pews  for  three  years,  no  doubt  to  meet  the  indebtedness. 
This  started  the  trouble  afresh.  It  was  followed  by  a  petition 
from  a  member  of  the  congregation  to  Rev.  Dr.  MacWhorter 
and  the  session,  demanding  their  rights  as  "freeborn  sons  of 
liberty;"  stating  that  "at  such  an  enlightened  time,  when 
every  infringement  on  liberty  is  marked  with  abhorrence  and 
contempt,  they  could  not  be  silent  in  a  matter  of  such  im- 
portance as  an  election  of  officers  of  this  church.."  But  few 
of  the  congregation,  it  was  claimed,  had  a  voice  in  the  election 
of  the  session;  they  were,  therefore,  deprived  of  their  rights. 
and  the  session  were  again  urged  to  join  in  a  petition  to  alter 
the  charter. 

How  the  spirit  of  the  old  Continentals  stands  out  in  all  this! 
161  members  of  the  congregation  signed  the  petition.  The 
session  .convened  the  congregation  and  proposed  that  on  the 
first  day  of  each  year  the  congregation  should  meet  and  nom- 
inate trustees  who  should  be  confirmed  by  the  session.     This 
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again  gave  temporary  satisfaction,  but,  before  the  year  rolled 
round,  it  was  discovered  that  the  agreement  had  not  been 
entered  on  the  church  books  and  the  session  did  not  intend  to 
carry  it  out.  Another  demand  for  its  fulfillment  was  made 
and  signed  by  84  of  the  congregation,  and  again,  in  1793,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  congregation,  the  session  refused  and  unsuc- 
cessfully sought  a  vote  to  relieve  them  of  the  promise.  Then 
they  offered  as  a  compromise  that  the  congregation  should 
elect  seven  men  to  act  with  the  trustees.  This  was  looked  on 
by  the  malcontents  as  a  trick  because  the  seven  would  have  no 
real  power.  Then  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
change  in  the  charter.  This  brought  out  a  counter-petition 
from  the  session,  which  for  the  first  time  shows  the  other  side 
of  the  question.  According  to  the  session  the  charter  was  ob- 
tained by  their  forefathers  at  great  expense  and  trouble.  And 
all  had  lived  happily  under  it,  "until  two  or  three  years  ago, 
when  three  or  four  unhappy  tempers,  who  could  be  contented 
in  no  society  whatever,"  through  misrepresentation  secured 
the  petition  to  change  the  charter ;  the  congregation  had  repu- 
diated the  action  and  now  they  were  again  trying  to  stir  up 
trouble.  It  was  to  refute  this  answer  that  it  is  cited  in  the 
circular. 

A  great  part  of  the  society,  we  are  told,  declared  that  they 
would  not  again  vote  in  a  congregational  meeting,  but  all  busi- 
ness should  be  done  in  writing  to  bind  the  session.  Our 
great  conflict  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  said,  was  over  the 
right  claimed  to  alter  charters  without  consent  of  the  people 
and  to  tax  without  representation.  They  denied  that  the  char- 
ter could  not  legally  be  changed,  and  once  more  called  on  Dr. 
MacWhorter  and  the  session  to  join  them  in  the  application. 

The  outcome  of  all  this  internal  disturbance  was  that  the 
original  proposition  of  the  session  was  finally  agreed  to,  and 
the  trustees  have  long  been  nominated  by  the  congregation  and 
confirmed  by  the  session.  In  those  early  clays,  the  Supreme 
Court,  with  the  aid  of  Daniel  Webster,  had  not  yet  estab- 
lished the  inviolability  of  chartered  rights,  but  the  fathers  were 
the  men  who  had  fought  for  freedom  in  the  days  when  ques- 
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tions  of  theology  and  church  government  were  vital  subjects  of 
dispute. 

The  necessary  limitations  of  this  article  forbid  more  than  a 
passing  reference  to  the  local  incidents  connected  with  the 
Revolution.  The  early  records  of  the  church,  beginning  about 
1696,  were  destroyed  by  the  British  troops  when  Corn  wal  lis 
invaded  the  town.  Its  venerated  minister,  Dr  .Alexander  Mac- 
Whorter,  was  the  arch  rebel  of  the  community.  He  had  been 
an  army  chaplain,  the  personal  friend  and  companion  of  Wash- 
ington, an  adviser  in  those  military  plans  which  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton,  and  an  inspiration  to  the 
military  recruits  that  had  been  so  liberally  furnished  by  his 
church.  The  destruction  of  his  library  and  church  records  was 
the  revenge  of  the  enemy. 

The  Records  of  the  Session 

The  records  of  the  church  session,  like  those  of  the  trustees, 
were,  as  just  stated,  destroyed  in  the  Revolution.  Those  which 
have  been  preserved  begin  in  1781,  the  entries  being  made  by 
the  beloved  pastor,  Dr.  MacWhorter,  beginning  with  an  ab- 
stract of  the  history  of  the  church  according  to  such  traditions 
as  he  had  been  able  to  obtain,  and  which  is  similar  in  substance 
to  his  century  sermon,  so  often  quoted  in  that  connection. 

In  1794  occurs  the  formal  entry  by  the  session  in  its  records 
of  the  change  referred  to  regarding  the  election  of  trustees,  and 
the  final  adjustment  of  the  dispute  with  the  members  of  the 
congregation.  It  was  voted  that  the  session  obligate  them- 
selves to  call  together  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  those  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  who  contribute  their  proportion  to  the 
support  of  the  Gospel  to  elect  seven  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  be  trustees  for  the  year,  and  it  was  agreed  "that  the 
resolution  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  church  as  a  stand- 
ing rule  for  ourselves  and  our  successors  forever.''  Thus 
ended  the  long  controversy. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  times  that  the  larger  part  of  these 
early  session  records  were  taken  up  with  the  trials  of  church 
members  fur  conduct  inconsistent  with  their  profession.  The 
War  of  the  Revolution  lhad  but  lately  terminated,  and  the  dc- 
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moralization  of  the  returned  troops  is  apparently  reflected  in 
the  fact.  The  trials  were  conducted  with  all  the  formalities 
of  a  civil  court.  Witnesses  were  subpoenaed  and  testified  under 
oath,  while  the  proceedings  were  always  opened  and  closed 
with  prayer.  To  be  debarred  from  church  privileges  was  then 
a  serious  matter,  and  the  decisions  were  meted  out  with  jus- 
tice tempered  by  mercy. 

One  Baldwin  was  charged  with  frequenting  a  gambling  place 
ar  1  playing  billiards  for  money,  and,  on  a  dispute  arising,  de- 
manding satisfaction ;  and  being  addicted  to  excessive  drink- 
ing; and  declaring  he  intended  to  have  another  wife.  The 
gravity  of  his  offence  was  heightened  by  his  charge  that  some 
of  the  session,  and  especially  Elder  Crane,  were  not  men  of 
truth.  He  was  suspended  until  he  had  shown  evidence  of  re- 
pentance. 

One  Conger  was  charged  with  discounting  notes  and  taking 
unlawful  interest,  but  he  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  law  and 
promised  to  cease  the  practice. 

One  Foster  was  charged  with  gambling  with  cards  and  with 
claiming  that  a  member  of  the  session  was  as  guilty  as  he,  while 
it  was  proved  that  the  member  in  question  had  only  been 
known  to  offend  on  one  occasion  several  years  before.  Foster 
asked  forgiveness  and  was  pardoned. 

More  serious  was  the  offense  of  one  Dodd,  charged  with 
fraudulently  obtaining  signatures  to  notes.  This  required  a 
long  investigation  of  his  bookkeeping  and  ended  with  a  disap- 
proval of  his  bookkeeping  methods. 

Graver  still  were  the  offenses  of  a  married  woman  charged 
with  general  loose  conduct  and  intoxication,  and  refusing  to 
respond  to  the  summons  of  the  session.  She  was  summarily 
cut  off  from  fellowship. 

Such  were  a  few  sample  cases  of  the  spiritual  discipline  ad- 
ministered. But  when  differences  arose  between  members  the 
work  of  the  session  was  generally  that  of  arbitration  to  heal, 
if  possible,  the  dissension. 

The  judicial  gravemen  and  formalities  that  once  attended 
scandals  in  the  church  arc  no  longer  a  characteristic  of  its  min- 
istrations, and  many  of  its  former  functions  are  now  delegated 
to  the  temporal   Courts. 
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Primitive  Newark  a  Counterpart  of  the  New  England 
Settlements  in  the  New  Haven  Colony 

Primitive  Newark  was  in  many  respects  a  counterpart  of  the 
New  Haven  towns  from  which  its  settlers  were  drawn.  Their 
theology,  their  church  organization,  and  their  conceptions  of 
the  relations  between  church  and  State  were,  of  course,  directly 
imported,  as  were  their  social  customs.  In  each  the  old  New 
England  plan  of  seating  the  congregation  in  their  meeting- 
house through  a  special  committee,  according  to  relative  age 
and  social  rank,  was  adopted.  Important  events  affecting  the 
life  of  the  community  and  doctrinal  questions  affecting  the  pu- 
rity of  their  religion  were  matters  on  which  they  looked  to  their 
pulpit  for  counsel,  and  the  sermons  were  published  and  widely 
read  among  the  church  members.  Until  along  in  the  Nine- 
teenth century  strong  doctrinal  sermons  by  noted  divines  were 
an  important  feature  of  Newark's  early  churches,  and  such 
pulpit  discourses  were  eagerly  listened  to  by  the  congregation. 

The  New  Haven  Colony  originally  included  the  adjacent 
towns  of  Branford,  Milford,  Guilford,  Stanford,  and  also 
Southold,  Long  Island,  all  of  which  contributed  to  Newark's 
original  colony.  The  settlement  of  several  of  these,  as  well  as 
of  New  Haven,  was,  as  in  the  case  of  Newark,  preceded  by  a 
written  compact  that  their  affairs  should  be  regulated  by  the 
Word  of  God,  and  their  rights  of  full  citizenship  should  be 
limited  to  the  members  of  their  churches.  The  religious  mo- 
tives which  prompted  these  New  Haven  settlements  were  sim- 
ilar to  those  that  inspired  the  later  removal  to  Newark.  New 
Jersey  being  already  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Proprietors 
as  overlords,  the  General  Government  of  the  New  Haven  Col- 
ony was  necessarily  somewhat  modified  in  the  case  of  New- 
ark. But  the  liberal  Concessions  granted  by  its  Proprietors 
imposed  no  serious  restraint  on  the  local  liberty  of  the  set- 
tlements. 

In  the  New  Haven  Colony,  as  in  Newark,  the  people  were 
called  tp  their  meeting-houses  by  the  beat  of  a  drum,  and  both 
their  clergy  and  their  meeting-houses  were  supported  by  obliga- 
tory tax.     The  New  Haven  settlements  organized  into  a  CO- 
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lonial  government  by  natural  agreement  among  themselves, 
and  the  authority  of  their  civil  Courts  was  made  subordinate 
to  that  exercised  through  their  churches.  It  is  recorded,  espe- 
cially of  the  Guilford  settlers,  that  they  had  great  regard  for 
that  common  law  which  the  Britons  of  that  day  looked  on  as  a 
paladium  of  their  rights  as  freemen,  and  they  used  it  in  their 
contracts,  their  civil  actions  and  Court  rules,  while  in  criminal 
matters  "the  law  of  God  as  delivered  by  Moses"  was  made  the 
rule  "f  their  Courts.  All  of  which  is  strongly  suggestive  of 
the  conditions  existing  in  early  Newark. 

In  strong  contrast  with  all  this  were  the  conditions  in  the 
adjoining  Connecticut  colony,  where,  as  in  Plymouth  itself, 
the  home  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  no  religious  test  of  citizen- 
ship was  required.  But  in  one  important  matter  the  Connecti- 
cut colony  deserves  the  lasting  gratitude  of  all  American  free- 
men. Thomas  Hooker,  Connecticut's  noted  Puritan  divine, 
was,  more  than  any  other  one  man,  responsible  for  the  drafting 
of  the  Connecticut  Constitution,  the  first  written  Constitution 
in  the  world's  history,  and  it  furnished  the  model  from  which 
was  afterwards  framed  the  Constitution  of  our  American  Re- 
public, and  from  which  so  many  of  our  States  have  framed 
their  own  Constitutions.  But  the  germs  of  that  Federal  charter 
of  our  rights  and  liberties  lay  deeper  than  this.  They  were  the 
seeds  planted  by  the  Puritan  ministers  of  New  England  in  the 
minds  of  her  sons  in  those  religious  controversies  that  charac- 
terized its  Colonial  history.  America  owes  to  those  Puritan 
pastors  of  the  New  England  churches  those  principles  of  de- 
mocracy embodied  in  its  laws  and  whose  influence  has  been 
extended  throughout  the  world.  Early  Newark  was  among 
the  most  Puritan  in  her  principles  of  these  New  England  set- 
tlements, and  the  influence  of  her  church  made  itself  felt  with 
the  rest  in  the  Federal  hall  where  that  Constitution  was  drafted. 

In  those  fundamental  religious  compacts  between  the  settlers 
of  the  various  Puritan  towns  that  were  preliminary  to  their 
actual  settlement,  as  in  the  case  of  Newark,  may  be  seen  the 
beginnings  of  that  system  of  written  constitutions  uniquely 
characteristic  of  our  Federal  system. 

The  graduates  of  Princeton  College  (for  its  first  eight  years 
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conducted  in  Newark,  under  the  auspices  of  its  church)  fur- 
nished a  goodly  number  of  the  statesmen  who  framed  our  fir-t 
Federal  Constitution,  and  Witherspoon,  the  President  of  that 
institution,  was  prominent  among  their  advisers. 

Influence  of  the  Newark  Church 

The  primal  purport  of  this  article  is  to  point  out  the  import- 
ant contributions  by  Newark's  historic  Puritan  church  both  to 
the  succe.  iful  issue  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  subse- 
quent creation  of  our  American  system  of  Republican  govern- 
ment, and  incidentally  its  effect  upon  Great  Britain's  Colonial 
system.  The  representatives  of  Newark's  church,  it  has  been 
stated,  could  be  found  on  every  important  battlefield  from 
Bunker  Hill  to  Yorktown,  and  her  minute  men  were  specially 
active  in  those  crucial  contests  in  the  Jerseys  that  held  the 
British  Red  Coats  within  their  barriers  in  New  York.  Wash- 
ington's army  was  liberally  recruited  from  the  Scotch-Irish 
and  the  Puritan  elements,  such  as  formed  the  great  body  of 
Newark's  historic  church. 

The  refusal  of  Lord  North  to  listen  to  the  warnings  of  Ed- 
mund Burke  cost  Great  Britain  the  loss  of  her  American  Col- 
onies, but  the  lesson  she  learned  secured  for  her  the  great 
federated  empire  she  successfully  controls  today  through 
adopting  the  Puritan  principles  of  local  self-government.  It 
was  a  lesson  that  might  have  been  learned  from  the  history 
of  old  Rome  two  thousand  years  before,  but  was  only  again 
brought  to  light  through  the  teaching  of  the  Galvinistic 
churches  of  Geneva  and  Scotland,  of  Holland  and  America. 
The  granting  of  local  self-government  to  the  tribes  and  na- 
tions she  conquered  was  the  instrumentality  through  which  the 
Roman  Republic  built  up  its  world  dominion,  and.  when  the 
Empire  succeeding  attempted  to  centralize  its  power  and  crush 
out  these  local  liberties,  the  downfall  and  dissolution  of  that 
world  empire  began. 

This  year  the  Puritan  settlements  of  New  England  are  cele- 
brating the  Tercentury  Anniversary  of  the  Pilgrim  Landing  on 
Plymouth  Rock.  Newark,  which  inherited  from  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  the  original  organization  of  her  primitive  church,  has 
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a  legitimate  place  in  the  story  of  that  anniversary.  To-day 
Newark,  with  its  nearly  half  million  of  population,  is  in  the 
magnitude  and  variety  of  its  manufactured  products  the  Bir- 
mingham of  America.  But  the  traces  of  its  Puritan  origin  are 
still  visible  in  its  peculiar  character  of  an  overgrown  village 
so  often  noted  by  the  visitor.  Its  manufactures  were  started 
by  its  Puritan  founders  within  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  ex- 
istence. A  reference  to  its  old  directories  of  the  early  forties 
of  eignteen  hundred  shows  that  a  large  percentage  of  the 
names  were  still  those  of  the  old  inhabitants.  Many  Calvinistic 
organizations  have  directly  and  indirectly  grown  out  of  New- 
ark's primal  church.  Her  status  as  the  religious  mother  of  the 
town  is  yet  recognized  in  the  liberal  grant  of  her  buildings  for 
appropriate  public  use,  and  in  the  liberal  employment  of  her 
funds  to  extend  the  religious  work  for  which  she  was  endowed. 

All  our  American  histories  picture  the  Revolution  as  the 
revolt  of  the  American  Colonies  against  the  political  and  eco- 
nomic servitude  imposed  by  the  British  Parliament.  But  it  was 
the  Puritan  churches,  led  by  their  pastors,  that  gave  the  first 
impetus  to  that  revolt  for  the  protection  of  their  religious 
freedom.  It  was  the  Puritan  pulpits  that  sounded  the  keynotes 
of  the  alarm  that  later  brought  the  Colonies  into  line  when  the 
issue  became  a  question  of  their  civil  rights.  Newark's  early 
church,  led  by  the  patriot  MacWhorter,  cooperated  with  the 
others. 

The  story  was  the  same  in  France.  The  oppressions 
of  its  clergy  started  the  outbreak  that  led  to  the  horrors  of  the 
French  Revolution.  The  attempt  of  Charles  the  First  to 
force  the  liturgy  of  the  Anglican  church  on  the  Scottish.  Cov- 
enanters started  the  hostile  movement  that  cost  him  his  throne 
and  his  head.  Germany's  Thirty  Years  war  was  fought  to 
protect  the  Reformation.  It  was  the  religious  massacres  of 
the  notorious  Duke  of  Alva  that  cost  Spain  the  loss  of  her 
provinces  in  the  Netherlands,  and,  following  back  the  long 
pages  of  European  history,  the  story  is  the  same.  Attempts 
to  enslave  the  consciences  of  the  people  gave  the  primary  im- 
pulses to  most  of  the  wars  that  have  deluged  that  continent. 

Without  the  directing  impulses  of   those   church   organi/a- 
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tions  of  which  early  Newark  was  typical  our  American  Repub- 
lic could  have  had  no  existence,  and  the  drumbeat  of  Great 
Britain  later  on  could  not,  probably,  have  been  heard  echoing 
round   the   world. 

t&*  c^*  v5*  w* 

THE   DUTCH   TRADING   POST   AT   TRENTON1 

BY  DR.    CARLOS   E.   GODFREY,   TRENTON,    N.    J. 

When  the  octagon  stone  walls  were  unearthed  in  Trenton 
by  Mr.  George  Bernard  Consolloy  in  August,  1872,  while 
excavating  land  for  the  erection  of  the  four  brick  buildings 
now  known  as  numbers  738  to  744  South  Warren  Street,  near 
the  corner  of  Ferry,  there  was  exposed  to  view  an  object 
possessing  rare  and  unique  interests,  and  which  was  unknown 
to  persons  who  had  resided  within  its  immediate  vicinity  for 
more  than  ninety  years. 

In  reporting  this  circumstance  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  on  January  16,  1873,  with  the  accompanying  illus- 
tration, Mr.  Charles  Megill  said,  in  part : 

"The  size  of  the  building  appears  to  have  been  about  sixty 
feet  in  diameter.  The  foundation  walls  were  composed  of 
hard  gray  stone  laid  about  two  feet  thick  with  mortar,  and 
running  six  feet  deep.  The  walls  had  four  openings,  each 
opening  about  three  feet  wide  and  facing  to  the  North,  South, 
East  and  West.  On  the  outside  of  the  walls,  facing  the  Dela- 
ware River,  there  was  built  up  against  the  same  a  brick  \va 
about  one  foot  thick  and  four  feet  deep,  of  hard  burnt  brick.  .  .  . 
On  the  northwest  corner  of  the  building  there  was  an  old  stone 
and  brick  chimney  about  six  feet  wide  and  six  feet  deep  front 
the  surface  of  the  foundation."  ("Proc.  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc."  (Jnd 
Series),  Vol.  Ill,  p.  60). 

To  this  concrete  statement  it  is  fair  to  add  the  personal 
observations  of  the  present  Mr.  Frank  W.  Consolloy,  of  this 
city,  who  informed  me  that  when  these  walls  were  uncovered 
there  stood  within  the  interior  a  great  transverse   wall  built 

'React  before  the  Trenton  Historical  Society  Mar.  20,  1 010.  SonM 
copies  were  printed  by  that  Society  in  pamphlet  form,  but  the  matter  is 
here  reproduced  to  give  it  a  wider  reading,  because  of  its  historical  im- 
portance.— Editor. 
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of  the  same  material,  and  the  top  of  the  whole  lying  about 
two  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground ;  that  the  northern 
extremity  was  accidentally  exposed  in  excavating  the  south 
line  of  the  property  referred  to,  near  thirty  feet  in  the  rear 
of  the  eastern  building  line  of  Warren  Street.  He  also  told 
me  that  a  few  cannon  balls  were  found  in  the  ruins,  and 
in  one  corner  there  was  unearthed  a  quantity  of  cooking 
utensil,  having  the  appearance  of  very  thick  stoneware  made 
in  curious  shapes,  much  of  which  were  broken  in  fragments. 

Since  this  discovery  local  and  other  historians  for  years 
have  fancied  that  these  walls  were  the  remnant  of  an  old 
French  fort,  built  to  shield  the  inhabitants  from  the  hostile 
savages.  (Stryker's  "Trenton  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,"  p. 
21 ;  W.  S.  Yard  in  "State  Gazette,"  Apr.  11,  1910,  p.  3 ;  "Penn. 
Mag.  of  History,"  Vol.  xxxv,  p.  243 ;  Nelson's  "The  Iron  In- 
dustry of  Trenton,"  p.  16).  Some  conceive  it  to  have  been  a 
blockhouse  to  maintain  the  operation  of  the  ferry  across  the 
river  (Joseph  H.  West  in  Trenton  "Sunday  Advertiser," 
Mar.  25,  1906,  p.  17),  or  else  to  protect  the  iron  works  in 
Trenton,  located  nearly  one  mile  away.  (Nelson's  "The  Iron 
Industry  in  Trenton,"  p.  16;  "Penn.  Mag.  of  History."  Vol. 
xxxv,  p.  243).  It  has  been  asserted  that  it  was  doubtless  the 
storehouse  built  by  William  Trent  or  his  successor.  And  oth- 
ers have  personally  expressed  the  thought  that  it  was  probably 
the  kitchen,  or  the  coachhouse  and  stables,  belonging  to  the 
Trent  estate.  It  is  really  absurd  to  imagine  how  the  inner 
tranverse  walls  and  the  great  fire  place  in  the  basement  could 
serve  either  of  these  purposes,  to  say  nothing  of  the  size 
and  odd  shape  of  the  entire  structure. 

The  celebrated  archaeologist,  Dr.  Charles  Conrad  Abbott, 
without  furnishing  reasons  or  authority,  alleged  that  these 
walls  were  the  remains  of  an  old  Dutch  trading-post.  ("Tren- 
ton Sunday  Advertiser,"  Mar.  18,  1906,  p.  17).  This  theory 
was  rejected  by  his  opponents  in  the  discussion  because  the 
"post"  was  never  indicated  upon  any  map  or  survey  of  the 
past,  and  who  further  claimed  that  the  walls  were  of  later 
construction  owing  to  the  fact  that  two  English  half-pennies 
bearing  the  dates  of  1730  and  1732,  respectively,  were  found 
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in  the  excavation.  (Joseph  H.  West,  in  article  supra).  Thus 
the  matter  dropped. 

When  and  by  whom  the  walls  were  built  is  a  question  which 
the  skilled  archaeologist  could  readily  answer  with  accuracy 
from  his  examination  of  the  brick  or  mortar  used  in  the  con- 
struction. The  old  imported  Dutch  brick  we  know  was  ex- 
tremely dark  in  color,  resembling  the  "hard  burnt  brick"  which 
Mr.  Megill  said  was  found  in  the  foundation;  the  Swedish 
brick  had  the  colored  appearance  of  amber;  and  the  English 
brick  that  of  cherry-red.  Inasmuch  as  none  of  the  brick  or 
mortar  used  in  the  walls  were  saved  or  can  now  be  found,  we 
must  resort  to  history  to  ascertain  when,  by  whom,  and  for 
what  purpose  these  walls  were  built. 

In  doing  this  we  must  first  observe  that  the  octagon  construc- 
tion of  buildings  was  an  exclusive  characteristic  of  the  early 
Dutch.  This  statement  cannot  be  successfully  controverted ! 
In  Holland  today  will  be  found  numerous  large  wind-mills  and 
other  structures  which  were  built  centuries  ago  in  the  octagon 
and  other  angular  patterns.  In  this  colony  we  know  that  the 
Dutch  emigrants  built  the  octagon  stone  church  in  16S0  at 
Bergen,  now  part  of  Jersey  City,  and  which  is  illustrated  in 
the  histories  of  Hudson  County.  (WinfiekTs  "Hist,  of  Hud- 
son Co.,"  pp.  378,  381 ;  Van  Winkle's  "Old  Bergen,"  pp.  163, 
166). 

Mr.  Victor  H.  Paltists  of  the  New  York  Public  Library 
possesses  an  original  manuscript  sketch  of  an  octagon  building 
which  was  erected  by  the  Dutch  at  New  Utrecht,  on  Long 
Island,  at  an  early  and  unknown  date.  Nowhere,  however,  af- 
ter diligent  search,  have  I  been  able  to  find  a  contemporary 
description  or  plan  of  the  Dutch  trading-posts  built  by  the 
West  India  Company  during  their  regime  in  America  in  the 
Seventeenth  century. 

The  Dutch  records  show  that  a  trading-post  was  established 
by  the  West  India  Company  at  Sanhican,  now  Trenton,  shortly 
before  the  year  1630  (O'Callaghan's  "Doc.  Hist,  of  N.  V.." 
Vol.  I,  p.  50;  Van  Rensselaer  Bowler  MSS.,  p.  245),  where 
the  "Arms  of  their  High  Mightinesses"  were  also  erected  by 
the  Dutch  authorities  as  a  token  that  the  river  and  circum- 
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adjacent  lands  were  the  sovereign  property  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  States-General  of  Holland.  (O'Callaghan's  "Col. 
Hist,  of  N.  Y.,"  Vol.  I,  pp.  271,  292;  "Coll.  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc," 
(New  Series),  Vol.  I,  p.  412;  Myers'  "Narr.  of  Early  Penna., 
West  N.  J.  and  Del.,"  p.  75).  These  records  also  tell  us  that 
this  "post"  was  soon  after  abandoned  (Jameson's  ''Narr.  of 
New  Netherlands"  p.  84,  n.  3),  owing  to  the  financial  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  Company,  induced  chiefly  through  the  harsh 
treatment  which  it  extended  to  its  employes.  (Van  Rensse- 
laer Bowler  MSS.,  pp.  235,  244-248). 

When  the  Swedes  gained  supremacy  of  the  South  River, 
subsequently  known  as  the  Delaware  River,  on  the  English 
conquest  in  1664,  both  the  Swedish  and  Dutch  records  show 
that  Governor  Printz  ordered  an  armed  detachment  to  go  up 
the  river  to  Sanhican  and  destroy  the  ''Dutch  Arms,"  which 
was  accomplished  on  September  8,  1646.  ("Coll.  N.  J.  Hist. 
Soc,"  (New  Series),  Vol.  I.,  p.  412;  O'Callaghan's  "Col. 
Hist,  of  N.  Y.,"  Vol.  I,  p.  292).  This  act  undoubtedly  involved 
the  demolition  of  the  trading-post  by  fire,  the  superstructure 
of  which  was  necessarily  of  wood,  to  which  the  coat-of-arms 
naturally  would  be  attached. 

The  destruction  of  the  trading-post  in  1646  is  the  reason 
why  it  was  not  delineated  upon  the  map  of  the  upper 
Delaware  by  Lindstrom  in  1650,  by  Van  der  Donck  in  1655. 
or  on  Pocock's  map  of  1679,  Basse's  Survey  of  the  Stacy  Tract 
for  William  Trent  in  1714,  or  upon  any  other  later  maps  or 
surveys ;  and  this  is  also  the  reason  why  numerous  travelers 
in  passing  through  Trenton,  beginning  with  Danckerts  in  1679 
and  continuing  down  by  others  to  the  year  1800,  make  no  men- 
tion in  their  diaries  of  this  large,  strange,  octagon  building, 
because  it  ceased  to  exist. 

The  only  forts  authorized  by  law  to  be  erected  in  the 
Colony  of  New  Jersey  were  first  built  in  1755,  to  repel  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians  along  the  upper  Delaware  above 
<  the  point  what  is  now  known  as  Phillipsburg.  My  examina- 
tion of  the  original  correspondence  of  Governor  Bernard  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  library  of  Harvard  University  shows  that 
these  forts  were  built  of  green  logs,  about  ten  by  twenty  feet 
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in  size,  and  which  extended  a  few  miles  apart  up  to  the  New 
York  boundary.  New  Jersey  never  built  any  fort  comparing 
with  the  size  or  shape  of  the  octagon  structure  before  us !  We 
never  had  any  disturbances  with  the  Indians  below  our  north- 
western frontiers;  therefore,  we  had  no  use  for  the  mythical 
fort  which  some  persons  would  have  us  believe  was  erected  in 
Trenton. 

The  octagon  building  was  located  1,305  feet  in  an  air  line 
from  the  spot  where  William  Trent  afterwards  built  his  co- 
lonial home ;  and,  it  was,  as  Mr.  Megill  said  and  living  witness- 
es know,  about  sixty  feet  in  diameter.  To  remove  any 
suspicion  that  this  building  was  the  kitchen  or  stables  of  Wil- 
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liam  Trent  I  need  only  quote  "The  Pennsylvania  Journal"  for 
March  12,  1767,  which  shows  that  his  kitchen  was  built  of 
brick,  30  by  20  feet  in  size,  two  stories  high,  the  upper 
floor  having  four  apartments  for  the  accommodation  of  his  ser- 
vants. The  dimensions  of  his  barn  is  given  as  40  by  38  feet. 
("N.  J.  Archives,"  Vol.  xxv,  p.  314).  Therefore,  both  of  these 
outbuildings  were  misfits  and  impossibilities  to  the  foundation 
of  the  octagon  walls. 

Aside  from  the  evidence  presented  to  show  that  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company  established  a  trading-post  in  this  city 
about  1630,  of  a  design  characteristic  to  the  Dutch  race,  com- 
mon sense  instinctively  prompts  the  mind  to  reason  that  these 
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octagon  walls  were  the  remnants  of  that  enterprise.  The 
superstructure  was  evidently  built  of  logs,  otherwise  the  upper 
surface  of  the  foundation  excavated  would  not  have  been 
level  and  flush.  The  great  fire-place  in  the  basement  not  only 
served  the  cooking  and  kept  the  quarters  warm  in  winter,  but 
it  enabled  the  traders  to  try  out  the  fats  and  other  oils  obtained 
from  the  animals  which  they  bartered  from  the  Indians.  The 
transverse  walls  were  built  to  support  the  great  weight  of 
skins,  stores  and  other  materials  which  were  stored  on  the 
floor  above.  The  four  barricaded  doors  in  the  basement  fur- 
nished convenient  exits  in  the  event  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
and,  upon  being  opened  in  summer,  provided  proper  ventilation 
to  their  quarters.  The  brick  wall  on  the  outside  facing  the 
river  was  doubtless  built  to  divert  the  dampness  and  the  cold 
northwest  winds  in  winter  from  the  crude  walls  of  which  the 
foundation  was  composed,  and  on  which  side  of  the  basement 
the  traders  undoubtedly  lived. 

The  Dutch  records  further  show  that  their  trading-posts 
were  armed  (Van  Rensselaer  Bowler  MSS.,  p.  245)  ;  con- 
sequently, it  is  not  strange  that  a  few  small  cannon  balls  were 
found  in  the  excavation ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  that  much 
broken  crockery  was  unearthed,  if  the  building  was  destroyed 
by  the  Swedish  authorities  by  fire  or  otherwise. 

It  may  be  asked  why  the  traders  at  Sanhican  required  such 
a  large  building  to  conduct  their  business.  This  may  be  an- 
swered by  saying  that  the  headquarters  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany in  America  was  located  at  New  Amsterdam,  now  New 
York  City.  While  the  men  here  had  access  to  headquarters 
overland  by  the  Indian  path,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Com- 
pany to  despatch  small  shallops  from  New  Amsterdam  to  San- 
hican every  spring  and  fall  of  the  year  carrying  provisions 
and  clothing  to  the  men  and  goods  for  barter  with  the  Indians, 
and  returning  loaded  with  skins  and  other  materials  of  trade. 
As  a  result,  considerable  storage  space  was  necessary  to  ad- 
minister these  semi-annual  operations.     (Ibid,  pp.  244-246). 

With  the  four  openings  in  the  walls,  after  the  building  was 
destroyed,  it  is  obvious  that  heavy  rains  and  melting  snows 
would   quickly   carry   great   torrents   of   earth   through   these 
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apertures,  sufficient  to  obliterate  the  ruins  from  the  sight  of 
man  within  a  comparatively  short  period. 

The  bulk  of  the  manuscript  records  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany were  junked  in  Holland  about  seventy-five  years  ago. 
Therefore,  I  claim  that  so  much  of  the  fragmentary  records 
relating  to  the  activities  of  this  Company  which  have  been 
preserved,  together  with  the  collateral  circumstances  I  have 
enumerated,  based  conservatively  on  the  rule  of  exclusion, 
abundantly  proves  beyond  a  question  of  doubt  that  the  octagon 
walls  unearthed  here  in  1872  were  the  remains  of  The  Dutch 
Trading  Post,  upon  which  was  erected  the  insignia  designating 
that  this  locality  was  part  of  the  New  Netherlands  and  under 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  States-General  of  Holland. 

The  discovery  of  these  ruins  marks  the  location  of  the  most 
ancient  historical  landmark  within  this  vicinity,  or  that 
is  known  in  any  other  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the 
existence  and  recollection  of  which  should  be  forever  pre- 
served. 

t5*        %5*        %5*        *&* 

ADDRESS  ON  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  PATERSON 

BY  THE  LATE   HON.    CORTLANDT   PARKER,    NEWARK,    N.   J. 

This  address  was  delivered  at  Princeton  June  13,  1S99,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  unveiling  of  a  portrait  of  former  Governor 
Paterson  to  Princeton  University,  the  gift  of  Miss  Emily  King 
Paterson  and  Miss  Katherine  Turnbull,  two  of  the  descendants 
of  the  Governor. 

The  reference  at  the  beginning  of  the  address  to  "the  late 
Judge  Paterson"  was  to  Judge  William  Paterson,  grandson 
of  the  Governor,  who  was  born  May  31,  1815,  and  died  Janu- 
ary 1,  1899,  at  Perth  Amboy.  His  only  daughter  was  Miss 
Emily  King  Paterson,  who  is  still  living.  Miss  Turnbull 
descends  from  the  Van  Rensselaer  branch  of  the  family  and  is 
living  in  Princeton.  For  the  Governor's  family  and  descen- 
dant's see  "Somerset  County  Historical  Quarterly,"  Vol.  I,  p- 
253. 
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The  Address 

The  filial  piety  of  the  only  child  of  the  late  Judge  Paterson, 
than  whom  no  more  loyal  graduate  of  Princeton  ever  has 
lived,  and  the  like  interest  in  the  great  man  who  was  their 
progenitor  on  the  part  of  another  lady,  one  of  his  descendants, 
have  induced  them  to  carry  out  the  resolution,  the  execution  of 
which  Judge  Paterson  began,  of  procuring  the  painting  of 
the  portrait  now  before  the  Trustees  of  this  University  and 
presented  to  them  (a  labor  of  love  on  the  part  of  the  artist), 
and  have  assembled  us  here  today.  These  ladies  have  chosen 
me  to  act  as  their  representative.  The  late  Judge  was  the 
associate  of  my  early  boyhood  and  my  dear  friend  during  his 
long  life. 

As  a  lawyer  and  a  Jerseyman,  I  have  always  entertained  an 
enthusiastic  admiration  and  veneration  for  the  great  Judge 
Paterson,  his  grandfather,  who,  before  he  received  at  the  nom- 
ination of  Washington  the  high  post  of  Justice  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  was  Secretary  of  our  Colonial  Pro- 
vincial Congress  in  the  Revolution;  Attorney-General  of  what 
became  the  State  then  and  throughout  that  trying  struggle ; 
a  leading  member  of  the  United  States  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion ;  one  of  the  first  two  Senators  from  New  Jersey  in  the 
United  States  Senate;  its  Governor  for  several  years,  succeed- 
ing William  Livingston  in  that  high  office  as  Governor,  Chan- 
cellor and  President  of  our  Court  of  Appeals ;  and  who,  finally, 
while,  as  stated,  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  Judges,  at  last  died 
in  harness  at  the  age  of  sixty-one,  literally  leaving  the  judicial 
seat  for  his  death-bed,  and  passing  away  plainly  through  ex- 
haustion from  overwork. 

Princeton  has  given  to  the  Nation  scores  of  its  greatest 
citizens.  Up  to  1824  I  found  upon  its  list  of  graduates  (^1  was 
tired  of  looking  further)  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
nineteen  Governors,  ninety  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, thirty-eight  of  the  Senate,  eight  members  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Federal  Constitution  and 
eighteen  Attorneys-General ;  but  she  has  not  one  name  on  her 
roll  of  desert,  proved  by  usefulness  in  life,  superior  in  claims 
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to  that  of  Paterson.  I  was  about  to  say  equal.  He  held  every 
high  office  which  his  State  could  give  him.  He  died  in  pos- 
session of  the  highest  legal  post  which  the  Nation  could  bestow. 
In  all  positions  he  displayed  the  highest  merit.  And  he  never 
sought  office.  It  always  sought  him.  Indeed,  he  might  have 
been  Chief  Justice  when  Ellsworth,  another  Princeton  gradu- 
ate, died,  had  he  not  thought,  so  it  is  said,  that  the  elevation 
would  have  pained  his  associates. 

But  his  strongest  claims  to  the  veneration  of  all  time  lie 
in  three  directions :  First,  nationally,  his  influence  in  the  Con- 
vention, which  framed  the  National  Constitution.  Second, 
with  regard  to  New  Jersey.  He  was  her  Lycurgus,  Solon,  or 
Justinian,  and  shaped  the  whole  body  of  the  law  under  which 
we  have  long  so  happily  lived,  and  still  are  living.  Third,  na- 
tionally again;  while  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he, 
in  connection  with  his  bosom  friend,  college  mate  and  after- 
wards Associate,  Oliver  Ellsworth,  drew  and  gave  to  the  na- 
tion the  Judiciary  Act,  establishing  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States,  esteemed  by  all  lawyers  as  a  most  admirable 
compend  of  legal  practice,  through  the  working  of  which 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  the  Union  is  maintained  within 
their  sphere,  while  unnecessary  interference  by  Federal  ju- 
dicial tribunals  with  those  of  the  separate  States  is  always 
prevented. 

Thoroughly  to  discuss  these  points  is  inviting,  but  the  occa- 
sion demands  brevity.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  a  few  re- 
marks, for,  alas,  the  work  of  great  statesmen,  jurists  and  law- 
makers is  all  too  soon  forgotten.  Out  of  New  Jersey  the 
name  of  Judge  Paterson  is  hardly  known.  In  the  State  itself 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his  career  are 
but  few,  and  they  diminish  year  by  year. 

The  distinguishing  merit  of  our  peerless  Federal  Constitu- 
tion is,  that  it  establishes  forever  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal 
Government  as  to  all  matters  indispensable  to  national  exist- 
ence, thus  making  our  people  a  Nation,  not  merely  a  great 
confederacy,  and  one  whose  structure  is  indissoluble  Union, 
and  that  it  further  established  the  supremacy  of  each  State  as 
to  all  local  necessities.     There  was  stnurirle  in  the  Convention 
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as  to  two  systems — one  termed  the  New  Jersey  Plan,  the  other 
the  Virginia — between  the  great  men  who  favored  them.  The 
leaders  on  both  sides  were  naturally  to  a  great  degree  extrem- 
ists. The  situation  was  best  described  by  John  C.  Calhoun  in 
1847.     Speaking  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  he  said: 

"The  three  States,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia, were  the  largest,  and  were  actively  and  strenuously  in 
favor  of  a  'national'  government.  The  two  leading  spirits  were 
Mr.  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  probably  the  author  of  the  reso- 
lution he  supported,  and  Mr.  Madison,  of  Virginia.  In  the 
early  stages  of  the  convention  there  was  a  majority  in  favor 
of  a  'national'  government.  But  in  this  stage  there  were  but 
eleven  States  in  the  convention.  In  process  of  time  New 
Hampshire  came  in,  a  very  great  addition  to  the  Federal  side, 
which  then  became  predominant.  It  is  owing  mainly  to  the 
States  of  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey  that  we  have  a  'Federal' 
instead  of  a  'national'  government — the  best  government  in- 
stead of  the  worst  and  most  intolerable  on  earth.  Who  are  the 
men  of  these  states  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  admirable 
government  ?  I  will  name  them  ;  their  names  ought  to  be  en- 
graven on  brass  and  live  forever.  They  were  Chief  Justice 
Ellsworth,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Judge  Paterson,  of  New  Jei- 
sey.  .  .  .  The  other  States  further  south  were  blind  ;  they  did  not 
see  the  future.  But  to  the  coolness  and  sagacity  of  these  three 
men,  aided  by  a  few  others  not  so  prominent,  we  owe  the  pres- 
ent Constitution." 

I  quote  the  words  of  this  distinguished  witness  without 
agreeing  at  all  with  his  view  of  the  Constitution.  Judge  Pater- 
son did  not.  He  signed  it,  and  thenceforth  rightly  construed 
it.  That  instrument  is  both  National  and  Federal.  Each 
characteristic  is  essential  to  its  usefulness.  A  government 
merely  Federal  is  a  rope  of  sand.  One  merely  National  would 
be  incompetent  to  such  a  task  as  the  securing  the  rights  and 
happiness  of  a  continent.  It  is  the  possession  of  both  which 
assures  the  future  as  well  as  the  present,  and  makes  the  rope, 
not  sand,  but  adamant. 

Had  Mr.  Calhoun  been  asked  which  of  the  three  dis- 
tinguished men  he  named  did  most  to  attain  the  result  he  eulo- 
gized, he  could  hardly  have  failed  to  mention  Paterson.     The 
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study  of  the  debates  of  this  Convention  leaves  one  in  doubt. 
From  first  to  last,  with  conscientious  and  characteristic  per- 
sistency and  admirable  force,  he  labored  for  his  object,  exceed- 
ing all  others  in  the  devotion  with  which  he  pursued  it.  I 
introduce  here  another  witness,  Judge  Dillon,  even  more  dis- 
tinguished as  a  legal  author  than  for  judicial  standing.  He 
speaks  of  the  Judiciary  Act,  of  the  connection  with  which  on 
Judge  Paterson's  part  I  have  spoken,  as  one  of  the  "most  re- 
markable instances  of  wise,  sagacious,  and  thoroughly  con- 
sidered legal  enactments  in  the  history  of  the  law." 

I  would  like  to  be  able  to  assert  as  a  fact  what  from  internal 
evidence,  and  circumstances  I  do  myself  believe,  that  Judge 
Paterson  had  most  to  do  in  the  compiling  and  drawing  of  the 
first  Constitution  of  New  Jersey.  Its  author  is  not  known.  It 
was  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a  few  days  after  their 
appointment,  by  a  committee,  whose  chairman  was  a  clergyman, 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  and  upon  which  was  a  distinguished 
clergyman  and  patriot,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Witherspoon,  though  he 
at  the  time  was  attending  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia; the  other  members  being  unprofessional,  except  another 
Princetonian  and  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Paterson,  Jonathan 
Dickinson  Sergeant,  who  was  a  lawyer,  graduating  a  year  be- 
'fore  Paterson,  and  subsequently  Attorney-General  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Paterson  was  a  member  and  Secretary  of  the 
Provincial  Congress — a  body  convened  without  law,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederacy,  which 
two  days  after  the  adoption  of  the  Jersey  "Charter,"  as  its 
Constitution  was  called,  signed  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. That  no  clergyman  could  have  drawn  the  Consti- 
tution seems,  however,  clear.  It  was  the  application  of  the 
English  Constitution  to  the  situation  of  New  Jersey.  It  pro- 
vided for  a  Governor  as  Britain  had  its  King.  It  made  him 
Chancellor  likewise  just  as,  theoretically,  the  King  of  England 
is  the  "fons  justitia,"  and  dispenses  equity.  It  made  two  bod- 
ies for  the  Legislature,  calling  them  by  their  familiar  names  of 
Council  and  Assembly.  It  provided  for  a  Court  of  final  ap- 
peals, composed  of  the  Governor  and  Council — the  highest 
body  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Court  of 
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Appeal  there,  was  in  England.  No  one  can  read  this  instru- 
ment without  recognizing  the  work  of  a  learned,  skilful,  pru- 
dent lawyer.  Paterson  being,  as  I  have  already  said,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Congress,  and  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  and 
an  earnest,  whole-souled  patriot,  it  seems  incredible  that  he 
should  not  have  guided  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee,  and 
scarcely  credible  that  anyone  but  he  did  the  work  in  which 
the  whole  Committee  unhesitatingly  agreed.  It  was  the  work 
of  but  a  few  days.  But  the  people  lived  comfortably  under 
it   for  sixty-eight  years ! 

Its  concluding  paragraph,  providing  that  all  should  be  void 
if  the  Colonies  returned  to  the  protection  of  the  Crown,  is  in 
keeping  with  the  prudence  which  enabled  this  eminent  man  to 
pass  through  seven  years  of  such  a  War,  retaining  so  thor- 
oughly the  respect  of  all  parties.  He  was  among  the  very  first 
to  lead  in  the  measures  resulting  in  the  calling  of  the  Federal 
Convention  of  the  States,  which  formed  our  blessed  Constitu- 
tion, and,  when  there,  was  the  champion  of  proper  and  wise 
State  rights,  and  successful  in  securing  the  compromise  it 
presents  between  Home  Rule  and  Nationality. 

Great  heroism,  bravely  seizing  opportunity,  and  effecting  in 
a  few  hours  splendid  success,  lifts  a  man  at  once  to  eminence 
never  denied  or  forgotten.  Such  is  the  deserved  reward  of 
the  brave,  wise,  modest,  patriotic  Admiral,  now  day  by  day 
gradually  approaching  his  country,  seeking  rest  from  almost  un- 
paralleled responsibilities.  In  three  hours  he  elevated  our  Na- 
tion to  the  position  of  a  first  class  power,  changed  its  nature 
and  destiny,  and  opened  new  worlds  to  its  enterprise,  its  civili- 
zation and  its  Christianity.  No  one  will  ever  forget  George 
Dewey.  Neither  will  Washington,  or  Lincoln,  or  Grant,  or 
Meade,  or  Sherman,  or  Sheridan,  ever  be  forgotten.  Such 
is  always  the  good  fortune  of  winners  of  victory  in  war,  when 
its  results  are  permanent  and  successful ;  and  it  is  right.  But, 
for  all  that,  should  the  world  forget  their  Solons,  their  Jus- 
tinians,  their  great  statesmen,  who  painfully,  through  years 
of  hardship  and  toil,  created  prosperity,  originated  the  Nation, 
assured  its  victories,  constructed  the  strength  through  which  its 
heroes  conquer;   living  lives  full  of  duty  done  and  duty  loved, 
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and  seeking  no  reward  but  consciousness  of  its  performance? 
Never  should  New  Jersey,  never  should  this  University,  forget 
this  son,  brought  up  and  educated  here,  who  probably  framed 
her  Constitution,  certainly  aided  in  it,  protected  her  rights  in 
the  Convention  of  the  Nation,  drew  the  laws  under  which 
she  has  prospered,  secured  for  her  the  blessings  of  that  liberty 
which  belongs  to  the  common  law  in  greater  extent  than  else- 
where,— the  modest,  simple-hearted,  God-fearing,  wise,  patri- 
otic, hard-working  man,  whose  portrait  is  unveiled  to  you  to- 
day, to  be  shown  to  generations  to  come,  that  proper  respect 
and  veneration  for  his  character  and  imitation  of  his  duty-lov- 
ing life  may  be  enhanced  and  forever  continued. 

1&fc  t£&  t£f*  t£fc 

THE     CONDICT     REVOLUTIONARY     RECORD 
ABSTRACTS 

During  the  years  1833  an<^  J^34  many  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers, or  their  widows,  were  still  living,  and  they,  or  other 
dependents,  sought  pensions  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of 
June  7,  1832.  Those  in  the  northern  part  of  New  Jersey,  or 
many  of  them,  probably  put  in  their  claims  and  gave  testimony, 
or  brought  testimony,  concerning  the  war  records  of  these  sol- 
diers, at  Morristown,  and  perhaps  at  other  county  seats.  We 
have  been  unable  to  discover  just  where  testimony  was  taken, 
but  as  a  fact  Dr.  Lewis  Condict,  of  Morristown,  who  was  not 
only  a  physician  but  a  valued  public  official,  having  been  a 
Judge  of  Morris  county,  several  times  Member  of  Congress, 
etc.,  somewhere  made  abstracts  of  the  testimony  in  scores 
of  these  cases,  as  appears  by  his  notebook  now  in  possession  of 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  The  original,  full  sworn 
statements  were  sent  on  to  Washington,  where  they  doubtless 
repose  in  the  Pension  Office,  if  still  preserved. 

"As  to  Dr.  Condict  himself,  it  is  needless  here  to  add  facts 
of  his  life  as  they  have  been  frequently  published.  (See 
Wickes'  "Hist,  of  N.  J.  Medicine,"  p.  214;  PROCEEDINGS, 
Vol.  IV,  p.  109;  "Som.  Co.  Hist.  Quar.,"  Vol.  III.  p.  l86, 
and  many  other  local  histories).     How  he  was  connected  with 
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the  rendition  of  the  testimony  concerning  these  soldiers  we  do 
not  know,  as  there  is  no  preliminary  statement  given.  The 
law  required  that  the  applications  be  passed  on  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  various  counties, 
but  we  have  not  discovered  that  during  the  years  1833  an^ 
1834  Mr.  Condict  was  so  acting.     (He  was  Judge  i8i8-'23). 

However  it  came  about,  we  have  the  notes  and  they  are 
valuable  as  history  in  many  ways.  Descendants  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldiers  named  therein  will  prize  sworn  statements 
of  their  records,  but  there  are  incidental  mentions  of  other 
names,  soldiers  and  officers,  also  of  places  of  skirmishes  and 
•engagements,  etc.,  which  may  bring  to  light  obscure  passages 
in  the  history  of  the  New  Jersey  militia  or  Continental  troops 
in  the  war. 

We  hope  to  publish  a  few  of  these  notes  from  time  to  time 
as  space  warrants,  remarking  that,  because  of  their  frag- 
mentary character  at  times,  and  the  very  small,  and  sometimes 
indistinct  handwriting  of  the  Doctor,  and  also  the  frequent 
use  of  abbreviations  (which  we  shall  print  in  full  words, 
however),  we  may  occasionally  fail  of  giving  the  true  sen- 
tence.    Entirely  unimportant   details   we   shall   omit. 

Record  of  Clark  Miller 

"Testimony  of  William  Clark,  Sept.  9,  1833.  Knew  Clark- 
Miller  in  service  at  Elizabethtown  Point,  by  orders  of  Capt. 
John  Scudder;  about  planting  corn  [time];  duty,  throwing 
up  breastworks  from  one  point  to  the  other;  continued  on  this 
service  and  on  guard  duty  until  Washington  retreated 
through  New  Jersey  in  the  mud-covered  march.  Pie  be- 
longed to  the  same  Company  with  E.  Miller;  continued  till 
above  November  on  constant  service  and  active  duty.  Witness 
then  went  home  and  believes  that  C.  M.  followed  with  his  Com- 
pany in  rear  of  Washington's  army.  During  this  time  the 
enemy  landed  in  New  York  and  took  possession  of  Staten 
Island.  Parties  of  the  enemy  frequently  annoyed  us  by  firing 
.across  the  Sound  at  our  men,  and  the  hre  was  returned.  One 
of  our  men  was  killed.     Service  lasted  for  five  months. 

'Tn  Dec,  1776,  he  and  Miller  both  enlisted  at  New  Provi- 
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dence  in  Capt.  Jacob  Crane's  Co.,  Ezekiel  Sayers  First  Lieu- 
tenant, William  Simmons  2nd,  Abram  Harrison  Ensign,  to 
serve  three  months  from  7th  Jan.,  1777.  Mustered  at  New 
Providence ;  were  reviewed  at  Chatham ;  marched  to  Connec- 
ticut Farms,  where  they  were  stationed  about  two  weeks  on 
guard  duty;  thence  to  Elizabeth  Town.  Whilst  at  the  Farms 
news  came  from  friends  at  Elizabeth  Town  that  the  enemy  were 
coming  to  take  them,  and,  the  following  morning,  about  70  or 
80  Hessians  and  10  or  12  horsemen,  guided  by  one  Braughton 
Reynolds,  a  Tory  from  Elizabeth  Town,  came  by  surprise  and 
attacked.  We  fired  and  killed  one,  however.  The  horse  then 
retreated.  We  attacked  the  Hessians,  who  then  retreated.  We 
pursued  and  killed;  took  the  whole  party  of  Hessians  pris- 
oners, amounting  to  about  70  who  could  walk.  Several  were 
desperately  wounded.  Those  well  enough  were  conducted  un- 
der a  guard  to  Morristown.  Deponent  accompanied  them  as 
far  as   Springfield. 

"This  skirmish  was  about  the  middle  of  January.  The 
whole  militia  force  consisted  of  three  Companies,  viz.,  Capt. 
Crane's,  Capt.  Wm.  Brittain's  and  Capt.  Pierson's,  in  all  about 
300;  Colonel  Spencer  commanded;  Major  Matt.  Williamson 
present.  In  some  10  or  15  days  after  the  enemy  left  Elizabeth 
Town  we  marched  to  Elizabeth  Town.  We  followed  the  ene- 
my in  their  retreat  from  Elizabeth  Town  and  took  60  more 
Hessians,  who  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun.  Remained  on 
guard  duty  at  Elizabeth  Town.  Quartered  at  Samuel  Smith's 
house  in  the  town  till  time  was  out  in  April.  Kept  a  guard  at 
Halsted's  Point  and  the  old  Point  during  the  whole  time.  Every 
morning  we  put  off  four  guards,  two  at  the  Points,  one  at 
the  North  end  toward  Newark,  and  one  at  South  end. 

After  taking  the  Hessians  we  took  a  sloop  in  the  creek  (a 
row  galley  carrying  12  small  guns),  loaded  with  officers'  bag- 
gage, when  they  retreated  to  the  Island ;  the  vessel  grounded 
and  the  baggage  was  sold.  Discharged  7th  April  verbally. 
Amos  Potter,  James  Doty,  Jacob  Potter,  Jona.  Badgly,  all  be- 
longed to  Crane's  Company,  and  all  continued  till  they  were 
discharged  in  April.     Recollect  no  other  services. 

"Ichabod  Clark  recollects  Mr.    Miller    serving    at    Rahway 
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under  a  Capt.  Scudder  about  harvest  time;  [and  under]  Col. 
Potter;  served  together.  In  '79  he  remembers  Miller  in  the 
service  under  Col.  Taques,  but  the  Capt.  he  does  not  remember. 
It  was  in  June  and  stationed  at  Woodbridge.  In  every  year 
from  beginning  to  end  of  War  every  man  capable  of  bearing 
arms  was  from  necessity  compelled  to  do  military  duty  from 
three  to  six  months  or  more. 

"Ichabod  Clark  and  William  Clark  both  recollect  Clark 
Miller's  one  month's  tour  at  Trembley's  Point  and  a  Capt. 
Elisha  Dunham  in  March,  1781.  Ichabod  Clark  remembers  Mill- 
er one  month  at  Elizabeth  Town  in  July  under  a  Capt.  Scudder. 
In  the  three  months  service  Jacob  Potter,  Amos  Potter,  James 
Doty,  Jona.  Badgly  served  in  the  same  Company  under  Capt. 
Crane. 

"Ichabod  Crane,  William  Clark  and  Clark  Miller  will  testify 
-each  to  the  same  facts  as  in  the  above  notes,  taken  princi- 
pally from  the  narrative  of  Wm.  Clark  in  presence  of  the  oth- 
ers and  occasionally  corrected  by  them." 

Record  of  R.  Stanberry 

Evidently  Recompense  Stanberry,  first  private  from  the  Es- 
sex county,  and  then  a  Sergeant  in  a  troop  of  Light  Dra- 
goons. 

The  testimony  refers  to  him  as  "Colonel,"  which  he  may 
have  become  after  the  War. 

"Jonathan  H.  Osborn,  John  B.  Osborn  and  Ichabod  Clark, 
perhaps  William  Clark,  will  testify  generally  of  Mr.  Stanbcr- 
ry's  cavalry  service. 

"J.  H.  Osborn  has  known  Stanberry  from  boyhood  and  in 
the  War;  knew  him  in  five  months'  service;  knew  he  was 
wounded ;  saw  him  almost  daily  when  recovering  from  it ; 
knew  he  was  in  the  cavalry  in  Marsh's  Company ;  believes  he 
belonged  to  the  cavalry  four  years;  entered  it  in  1777.  and  be- 
lieves he  was  on  duty  as  much  as  from  four  to  five  months 
in  each  year.  Saw  him  at  various  places  in  different  years. 
.at  Rahway,  Woodbridge,  Newark,  Eli/abet  lit  own.  Was  out 
himself.  Knew  his  Company  engaged  with  the  foot  at  Straw- 
berry Hill  near  Amboy,  with  a  foraging  party  oi  the  enemy, 
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who  were  engaged  in  mowing  Col.  Conway's  meadows,  and 
came  on  them  by  surprise ;  took  one  white  man  and  woman  and 
one  dark  man  prisoner,  42  Hessians,  scythes  and  other  grass 
tools.     It  was  July,   1778. 

"In  1778,  Aug.  or  Sept.,  he  remembers,  between  Rahway  and 
Woodbridge,  near  Dr.  Bland's  (a  noted  Tory  and  English- 
man) a  sharp  fight  with  the  British,  a  Regiment  from  Amboy. 
distant  about  six  miles;  enemy  was  superior,  our  force  not 
exceeding  300  under  Col.  Potter.  After  exchanging  some 
shots  we  retreated,  firing  as  we  retreated  to  Rahway,  where 
our  headquarters  were  at  Terril's  tavern.  Osborn  was  a  pri- 
vate in  Capt.  Laing's  Co.,  and  knows  Stanberry,  and  his  Com- 
pany under  Capt.  Ob.  Meeker.  He  knows  that  Stanberry  re- 
mained in  the  cavalry  doing  duty  till  the  close  of  the  War,  or 
near  its  close  in  1781.  Mr.  Ryno  is  knowing  to  the  above 
facts  also. 

"On  Sept.  10,  1833,  Col.  Stanberry  showed  L.  C.  [Lewis 
Condict]  two  scars  resulting  from  the  wound  of  a  musket  Vail 
received  at  the  Battle  of  Long  Island  in  Aug.,  1776,  in  Capt. 
Jedediah  Swan's  Company.  [Description  of  wound  given : 
the  ball  was  cut  out  by  Dr.  John  Condict]. 
[To  be  Continued] 

^*  fc5*  <£&  *£& 

WASHINGTON'S    MARCH    FROM    PRINCETON    TO 
MORRISTOWN1 

BY  JOSHUA  DOUGHTY,  JR.,  SOMERVILLE,  N.  J. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  British  at  Princeton  the  greater  part 
of  them  retreated  to  the  town  of  Princeton,  about  one  and  a 
quarter  miles  distant,  where  they  had  been  for  some  weeks 
previously.  Washington,  pushing  on  in  pursuit,  placed  a  few 
cannon  a  short  distance  from  the  college  and  opened  fire  upon 
the   enemy   therein.     A   cannon   ball   is   said   to   have   passed 


'This  paper  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Doughty  in  1914,  when  a  granite 
marker  commemorating  the  march  was  erected  by  the  D,  A.  R.  in  the 
courthouse  yard  at  Somerville,  and.  as  it  contains  various  local  tacts 
concerning  that  march  not  to  be  found  in  the  same  detail  elsewhere,  we 
reproduce  it. — Editor. 
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through  the  head  of  a  portrait  of  George  II.,  hanging  on  the 
Avails  of  the  college  chapel.  Captain  James  Moore,  a  daring 
officer,  aided  hy  a  few  equally  daring  men,  burst  open  the  doors 
•of  the  college  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  British, 
with  which  demand  they  complied.  In  the  college  building 
were  a  number  of  invalid  British  soldiers,  but  Washington, 
fearing  pursuit  by  Cornwallis,  who  had  already  quitted  Tren- 
ton, left  the  invalid  soldiers  on  their  parole  of  honor,  and 
Tiurricd  off  with  the  rest  of  his  troops  towards  Brunswick. 
But  on  reaching  Kingston,  three  miles  distant,  a  consultation 
of  officers  was  held  hastily  on  horseback,  at  which  the  majority 
.sentiment  appeared  in  favor  of  hurrying  on  to  New  Brunswick 
to  fall  on  the  British  and  so  secure  large  supplies  stored  up 
"by  the  enemy  for  the  winter's  use.  The  American  troops, 
however,  were  fatigued  by  their  battles  at  Trenton  and  Prince- 
ton, and  their  previous  all-night  march  over  rough  and  frozen 
ground,  some  destitute  of  shoes  and  stockings,  without  rest  or 
breakfast,  and,  under  such  circumstances,  Washington  thought 
it  undesirable  to  risk  an  engagement,  and  therefore  filed  off  to 
the  left  at  the  present  cemetery  at  Kingston,  where  the  D.  .  \.  R. 
have  erected  a  marker  commemorative  of  that  event.  By  going 
down  the  valley  of  the  Millstone  River  toward  Rocky  Hill  and 
beyond,  Washington  would  avoid  another  encounter  with  the 
British  and  would  furnish  to  his  wornout  soldiers  rest  and 
safety,  while  the  inhabitants  of  that  section,  patriotic  to  the 
■core,  would,  he  knew,  supply  all  needed  shelter  and  subsist- 
ence. 

Cornwallis  arrived  at  Kingston  shortly  after  Washington 
had  dodged  into  the  Millstone  Valley,  but  believing  Washing- 
ton had  continued  on  to  New  Brunswick,  he  pushed  on  in  sup- 
posed pursuit. 

We  will  now  follow  the  fortunes  of  Washington  and  his 
army  as  he  marched  down  the  Millstone  Valley. 

History    records    the    desperate    plight    of    the    army,    and 

Mellick,  in  his  "Story  of  an  Old  Farm,"  describes  the  men  in 

I  high  spirits  over  the  experiences  of  the  past  twenty-four  hours, 

but  yet  so  cold,  hungry  and  fatigued  that  they  defiled  along  in 

dispersed  order,   with   heavy   steps,   guns   carried   in   whatever 
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way  was  easiest,  and  eyes  almost  glued  with  sleep.  "Many  fell 
out,  and,  stretching  themselves  on  the  frozen  ground,  secured 
the  sleep  no  longer  to  be  deferred.  Without  protection  against 
the  bitter  cold,  and  some  with  no  covering  for  the  feet,  they 
trudged  along.  Country  carts  carried  the  wounded,  some  but 
slightly,  others  seriously,  and  still  others  beyond  human  aid." 

The  manuscript  diary  of  Captain  Thomas  Rodney,  still  pre- 
served by  his  descendants,  sheds  considerable  light  on  this 
subject.  So  close  in  pursuit  were  the  British  cavalry  that  a 
force  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Millstone  near 
Griggstown.  To  avoid  an  engagement  Washington  directed 
Rodney  to  halt  and  break  up  the  bridge. 

The  minutes  of  our  Board  of  Freeholders  refer  to  the  re- 
pairs subsequently  ordered  made,  and  the  cost  thereof.  (See 
minutes  of  the  Board  of  May  14,  1777,  ordering  work  done, 
and  of  September  26,  1778,  making  an  allowance  of  thirty 
pounds,  and  of  December  3,  1778,  making  a  further  allowance 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  in  all  about  $1,325  of  our  present  mon- 
ey, one  pound  Stirling  being  then  worth  $2.50).  At  C.iggs- 
town  a  royal  (but  not  regal),  reception  met  the  wearied  and 
famished  but  patriotic  soldiers,  of  which  Rev.  W.  H.  Van 
Doren  gives  an  extended  and  spirited  account  in  his  ''Detail 
of  the  Revolution,"  prepared  some  years  ago.  Van  Doren 
further  says :  "Commissaries  had  meanwhile  been  sent  for- 
ward to  notify  the  people  of  the  approach  of  the  troops  and 
to  direct  that  food  be  prepared  for  their  use.  This  demand  is 
said  to  have  met  with  prompt  response  and  rations  were  in 
readiness  when  the  army  reached  Millstone."  At  Mr.  John 
Van  Doren's,  just  south  of  the  church,  Washington  and  some 
of  his  staff  took  up  quarters  for  the  night;  the  barn  affording 
shelter  for  their  horses.  Both  house  and  barn  remain  now 
about  as  they  were  then,  and  along  the  highway  near  the 
house  stands  a  commemorative  marker  erected  by  the  D.  A. 
R.  to  show  the  line  of  march. 

When  morning  came  the  army  pushed  on  over  Van 
Veghten's  bridge  (now  Manville)  to  the  Great  Raritan  River 
Road  (since  abandoned)  where  stands  a  third  commemorative 
marker  erected  by  the  D.  A.  R. ;   then  westerly  along  the  Great 
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Raritan  River  Road  past  Tunison's  Tavern  (now  the  Somer- 
set Hotel)  ;  thence  to  the  right  and  northerly  to  Pluckemin, 
which  was  reached  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Great  Raritan  River  Road  from  Bound  Brook  turned  at 
about  the  present  Gateville  towards  the  southwest;  thence 
westerly,  not  far  from  the  said  river,  and  past  the  Reformed 
Church  then  standing ;  thence  northerly  past  the  present  Ber- 
nard Meyer  house,  and  thence  westerly  in  the  direction  of  Som- 
erville,  crossing  the  present  Peter's  Brook  just  north  of  the 
Central  Railroad  stone  arch  bridge,  and  so  on  to  Main  street, 
near  the  present  Hamilton  street.  Considerable  of  its  course 
near  the  Central  Railroad  may  be  traced  at  a  glance  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Stove  Works  in  East  Somerville  and  over  lands 
of  Gilbert  Van  Doren. 

Referring  now  to  the  Atlas  to  Marshall's  "Life  of  Washing- 
ton;" the  line  of  march  to  Pluckemin  would  appear  to  have 
been  in  a  generally  northwesterly  direction  from  Tunison's 
Tavern,  again  crossing  Peter's  Brook;  but  General  Greene's 
"Campaign  Map"  shows  the  march  to  have  been  more  north- 
erly along  Grove  street  to  the  Pluckemin  Road,  near  the  pres- 
ent Roger's  house,  and  then  up  the  Pluckemin  Road  the  rest  of 
the  way. 

The  former  route  crossed  the  fields  following  a  path  between 
neighboring  houses  in  one  of  which  had  lived  Peter  Van  Nest, 
from  whom  Peter's  Brook  gets  its  name;  it  is  said  moreover, 
that  vestiges  of  a  former  road  may  be  traced  along  this  line  as 
far  as  the  former  Allen  Tavern.  That  this  was  the  correct 
route  we  are  now  sure ;  although  the  greatest  difference  in 
distance  between  the  two  would  amount  to  not  more  than  one- 
fifth  of  a  mile. 

An  examination  of  early  records  in  the  County  Clerk's  of- 
fice has  revealed  the  following  facts :  Grove  street  was  not 
laid  out  till  1806,  29  years  after  the  march;  the  Pluckemin 
road,  laid  out  in  1807,  vacated  the  old  road  from  Castner's 
(Allen's)  tavern  to  Somerville,  which  was,  therefore,  that  over 
•which  the  army  had  marched. 

Upon  arriving  at  Pluckemin  the  troops  rested  to  recover 
from  the  exhausting  occurrences  of  the  past  week.     Commis- 
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saries  had  been  busy,  so  provisions  came  in  from  all  directions, 
together  with  congratulations  from  the  patriotic  visitors  and 
rejoicings  on  all  sides.  John  Wortman,  the  village  blacksmith, 
and  all  his  force,  were  kept  busy  repairing  wagons  and  shoeing 
horses.  Captain  Leslie,  a  prisoner,  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Princeton,  had  died  on  their  approach  to  the  village,  and  was, 
in  the  midst  of  all  the  congratulations  and  rejoicings,  buried 
in  the  Lutheran  (now  Presbyterian)  cemetery,  in  the  presence 
of  the  American  soldiers  and  their  two  hundred  and  thirty 
British  prisoners  confined  in  the  near  church.  Dr.  Rush,  his 
friend,  and  surgeon  in  the  American  Army,  erected  a  grave- 
stone, the  inscription  on  which  was  reproduced  nearly  sixty 
years  later  on  a  new  one,  and  has  been  copied  in  most  of  our 
local  histories. 

During  the  sojourn  of  the  Americans  at  Pluckemin,  Captain 
John  Stryker's  troop  of  Somerset  Horse  arrived  laden  with 
spoils  from  the  enemy.  Cornwallis,  hurrying  on  to  New 
Brunswick,  was  unfortunate  enough  to  disable  some  of  \  is 
Daggag'e  wagons  near  Little  Rocky  Hill.  Leaving  them  in 
charge  of  two  hundred  men,  he  hastened  on.  Captain  Stryker, 
with  only  twenty  men,  resolved  to  capture  them.  During  the 
night  he  distributed  his  men  in  a  circle  surrounding  the  wag- 
ons. Suddenly,  from  the  darkness  of  the  surrounding  woods 
came  shouts  and  volleys  as  if  from  a  host.  Believing  them- 
selves attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Americans,  the  British  fled. 
Captain  Stryker  seized  the  wagons  and,  repairing  them  tem- 
porarily as  best  as  he  could,  hauled  them  over  to  Washington's 
camp  at  Pluckemin.  The  wagons  contained  woolen  clothing, 
of  which  our  men  stood  sorely  in  need. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  1777,  the  drums  began  to  beat  and 
the  men  were  soon  on  their  way.  We  are  again  under  obli- 
gations to  Rodney  for  the  details.  A  small  advance  guard  led 
the  way,  followed  by  the  captured  British  olricers ;  then,  the 
light  infantry  regiment  in  column  of  fours;  next,  the  prison- 
ers in  a  long  thin  line  flanked  by  Col.  Hand's  Pennsylvanians. 
After  (hem  came  General  Knox,  followed  by  the  artillery  bri- 
gade as  the  van  of  the  main  column.  At  intervals  along  the 
road  rode  the  mounted  Generals  and  stall"  officers^ 
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This  march  was  in  marked  contrast  to  that  across  Jersey 
three  months   before,  with   Cornwallis   in   hot  pursuit. 

We  infer  that  the  army,  as  it  moved  away  from  Pluckemin 
did  not  cross  the  North  Branch  at  Vanderveer's  Mills,  for 
there  is  evidence  that  the  bridge  there  was  not  in  usable  or  safe 
condition — perhaps  gone.  The  minutes  of  the  Board  of 
Freeholders  state  (on  page  30,  under  date  of  August  26,  1777), 
"that  a  new  bridge  be  built  at  the  place  where  the  former 
bridge  stood,  and  that  so  much  of  the  old  timber  and  planks 
which  by  the  managers  will  be  judged  sufficient  shall  be  made 
use  of  towards  the  said  bridge,  and  agreed  that  Guisbert  Sutfin 
and  Elias  Vanderveer  be  and  are  appointed  managers  to  see 
that  the  work  is  well  performed  and  bring  the  charges  of  build- 
ing to  this  board  for  approbation."  And  under  the  date  of 
May  13,  1778,  (page  33),  "Agreed  that  Elias  Vanderveer  be 
paid  the  sum  of  forty-seven  pounds,  seventeen  shillings,  for 
erecting  a  bridge  over  the  North  Branch  at  said  Vanderveer's 
Mills."  From  which  it  would  appear  that  the  bridge  was 
probably  in  an  at  least  unsafe  condition  when  the  patriotic  army 
reached  the  river. 

There  had  been  a  road  laid  out  December  23,  1767,  (Road 
Book  "A,"  page  87,  Records  at  Somerset  County  Clerk's  of- 
fice) from  Jacob  Vanderveer's  to  "my  Lord  Stirling's  white 
gate,"  which  reads :  "Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  road  to 
Bound  Brook  at  Vanderveer's  Mills,  and  thence  .  .  . 
along  the  old  road  to  the  ford  of  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Dead  River  .  .  . ;  thence  ...  to  my  Lord  Stirling's 
white  gate  standing  in  the  road  leading  to  Davison's  bridge  at 
the  point  of  Long  Hill,"  near  Basking  Ridge. 

It  is  along  this  road,  turning  easterly  at  Vanderveer's  Mills, 
that  we  believe  it  probable  that  Washington's  army  marched, 
at  least  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of  Mine  Brook,  where  a  portion 
may  have  crossed  to  the  westerly  side  of  the  North  Branch 
and  thence  past  Bedminster,  and  afterwards  to  the  Mellick 
house  and  nearby  mills  for  supplies,  as  detailed  in  "The  Story 
of  an  Old  Farm,"  though  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  the  whole 
army  took  so  circuitous  a  route. 

Probably  of  the  main  body  of  troops,  part  proceeded  towards 
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Basking  Ridge,  and  part  towards  Vealtown,  now  Bernards* 
ville,  reuniting  at  the  Coffee  House  near  Van  Dorn's  Mills, 
-and  thence  to  Morristown. 

There  was  in  olden  times,  a  road  leading  from  near  Yan- 
•derveer's  Mills,  along  the  east  bank  of  the  North  Branch  to 
near  the  mouth  of  Mine  Brook,  and  thence  up  and  along  the 
southerly  bank  of  the  brook  about  where  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R. 
now  runs,  and  it  is  quite  likely  some  of  the  soldiers  may  have 
taken  this  route,  reuniting  with  the  others  at  the  Coffee  House. 

1&*  t&*  %&fr  C^V 

THE  OLD  "WHEAT  SHEAF"  INN 

BY   ELMER   T.    HUTCHINSON,   ELIZABETH,    N.    J. 

Among  the  Revolutionary  letters  recently  presented  to  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society  by  Mr.  Arthur  T.  Downer  is 
one  reading  as  follows  : 

"Sir: — You  are  hereby  required  to  warn  all  the  men  "a  your 
-district  to  meet  at  the  Wheat  Sheaf,  where  Capt.  Morse  is  to 
take  charge  of  you,  and  to  be  stationed  on  the  lines  at  such  a 
place  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  there  to  remain  until  regu- 
larly discharged.  Hereof  fail  not.  Given  under  my  hand  Sep:. 
7,  1779.  Benamin  Laing,  Capt. 

"John  B.  Osborn,  Sergeant." 

Captain  Laing  was  Captain  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Essex 
County  .  Sergeant  Osborn  was  of  the  same  Regiment,  as  was 
■Captain  Morse. 

The  meeting  place  referred  to  was  the  famous  stage-house 
and  inn  (or  tavern),  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Wheat  Sheaf. 
which  was  built  circa  1730,  and  located  about  two  and  one-halt 
miles  from  Elizabethtown  on  the  King's  Highway,  or,  as  it 
was  later  known,  the  Old  Philadelphia  Post  Road  (now  Rail- 
way Avenue).  The  first  landlord  of  whom  we  have  record 
was  Henry  Broadwell,  who  had  conducted  it  as  "The  George 
Tavern"  for  some  years  prior  to  1764.  At  this  date  Broadwell 
rented  the  house  to  Sovereign  Sybrant,  who,  in  the  fall  of 
1764,  advertised  that  he  had  fitted  up  and  completed  in  the 
neatest  manner  a  new  and  genteel  stage  wagon,  which  was  10 
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set  out  from  Philadelphia  on  Monday  and  get  to  Trenton  that 
day;  the  next  day  to  his  house  known  by  the  sign  of  the 
"Roebuck,"  where,  with  a  good  assortment  of  wine  and  liquors 
and  his  efforts  marked  by  assiduity,  care  and  despatch,  he 
hoped  for  the  favor  and  esteem  of  the  public.  On  Wednesday 
the  stage  reached  Powles's  Hook  by  the  new  postroad  over 
Bergen  and  then  returned  to  the  "Roebuck."  Sybrant's  "as- 
siduity, care  and  despatch"  do  not  appear  to  have  been  satis- 
factory to  the  traveling  public,  as  his  venture  soon  proved  a 
failure. 

The  next  to  offer  hospitality  to  the  weary  wayfarer  was  a 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  who,  it  would  appear,  was  the  first  landlord 
whose  swinging  sign  bore  the  Wheat  Sheaf  for  its  emblem. 
It  was  doubtless  mine  host  Wilkinson  who  welcomed  the  men 
of  that  district,  who  responded  to  the  summons  of  Capt.  Ben- 
jamin Laing.  In  1783,  John  Chetwood  and  John  Blanchard, 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  Jonathan  Hampton,  of  Elizabethtown 
offered  the  old  tavern  for  sale.  The  next  to  conduct  the 
Wheat  Sheaf  was  Isaac  Marsh,  who  was  the  Ian  ilord  from  as 
early  as  Sept.,  1790,  till  his  death  in  1801.  His  widow,  Rhoda, 
conducted  the  house  for  about  two  years,  when  she  married 

Conkling  and  the  place  was  offered  to  let  by  one  James 

M.  Clark. 

Jonas  Cooper,  the  next  to  offer  hospitality  at  the  old  stand, 
became  the  landlord  in  1804  and  continued  to  offer  "entertain- 
ment for  man  and  beast"  till  1810,  when  he  advertised  the 
house  for  sale  or  to  be  rented  from  one  to  five  years. 

The  old  stage  house  continued  under  various  landlords, 
whose  brief  occupancy  offers  little  to  command  our  attention 
other  than  their  identity.  John  Yates  began  business  in  1837 
and  continued  till  his  death  in  1843.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Oliver  Halsey  in  1844.  who  appears  to  have  continued  the 
business  until  1849.  John  Truax  and  his  brother  William 
were  the  next  to  be  identified  with  the  old  house.  Many  pleas- 
ant memories  of  the  days  gone  by  are  brought  vividly  before 
us  when  mention  is  made  of  John  B.  Day.  who  came  to  the 
Wheat  Sheaf  in  1857  and  whose  cheerful  personality  and  un- 
stinted hospitality  made  his  house  famous  for  over  thirty  years. 
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The  old  tavern,  so  rich  in  historic  associations,  is  now  but 

a  memory,  as,  in  the  fall  of  1919,  it  was  offered  as  a  sacrifice 

upon  the  altar  of  "modern  improvement"  and  the  place  where 

it  stood  will  know  it  no  more. 

[For  a  few  other  facts  concerning  the  "Wheat  Sheaf,"  see  the  brief 
notice  in  Ricord's  "Hist,  of  Union  County,"  (1897),  p.  637,  and  Clay- 
ton's "Hist,  of  Union  and  Middlesex  Cos."   (1882),  p.  400. — Editor]. 

VV*  10*  10*  %£* 

NECROLOGY  OF  MEMBERS 

Henry  C.  Kelsey,  of  Trenton,  died  there  May  14,  1920,  in 
his  83rd  year.  He  was  born  in  Sparta,  Sussex  county,  Dec. 
4,  1837,  being  the  son  of  John  Kelsey  and  Ellen  Mills  (Van 
Kirk)  Kelsey,  the  one  of  Scotch,  the  other  of  Dutch  descent. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Sparta, 
and.  was  at  first  a  clerk  in  a  general  store.  Later  he  removed 
to  Huntsville,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  a  store  until  1858, 
when  he  went  to  Newton  and  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business.  In  1859  he  became  postmaster  of  Newton,  renam- 
ing such  until  1861.  Then  he  purchased  the  "New  Jersey  Her- 
ald." The  next  year  he  bought  the  "Sussex  Democrat"  and 
merged  it  with  the  "Herald."  In  1866  he  sold  out  his  interest. 
As  an  editor  it  is  said  he  was  both  courageous  and  able. 

In  1868  he  was  appointed  a  lay  Judge  of  Sussex  county, 
resigning  in  July,  1S70,  to  accept  the  appointment  of  Secretary 
of  State  by  Governor  Theodore  Randolph,  it  being  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Horace  N.  Conger.  This 
office  of  Secretary  of  State  he  held  continuously  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  during  which  period  he  was  known  to  nearly  every 
man  in  civil  office  in  New  Jersey  and  to  thousands  of  others. 
It  was  during  this  period  that  he  was  also  politically  active  as 
the  constant  organizer  and  maker  of  "slates"  in  the  Democratic 
party,  and  his  wisdom  and  adroitness  as  a  party  manager  were 
so  generally  acknowledged  that  from  the  Governor  down 
State  and  county  officials  of  his  party  always  consulted  him. 
His  integrity,  however,  his  word  of  honor,  was  never  ques- 
tioned. Besides  being  Secretary  of  Stale  he  was  ex  officio 
Commissioner  of  Insurance,  and  in  this  capacity  proved  to  be 
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an  unusually  efficient  officer,  preventing  and  exposing  many  at- 
tempted frauds. 

Besides  his  political  activities,  Mr.  Kelscy  was  interested  in 
many  financial  enterprises.  He  was  Vice-President  of  the 
Mechanics  National  Bank  of  Trenton  and  a  director  of  the 
Sussex  National  Bank  of  Newton.  Among  his  corporation 
interests  were  the  gas  companies  in  Newark,  and  it  was  through 
his  instrumentality  that  they  were  consolidated  in  1895.  He 
was  president  of  the  Consolidated  Company  from  its  organiza- 
tion until  1898,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  United  Gas  Improve- 
ment Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  had  a  large  interest  in  a 
great  variety  of  other  corporations. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  Mr.  Kelsey  invari- 
ably spent  his  Summer  vacations  in  Europe.  It  is  said  he  made 
fifty- four  trips  abroad,  in  which  he  visited  all  the  principal 
cities  there.  He  was  a  charitable  man,  many  of  his  gifts  pri- 
vate ones.  Among  his  public  gifts  was  one  of  $100,000  for 
the  establishment  of  the  Trenton  School  of  Industrial  Arts, 
as  a  memorial  to  his  wife.  Pie  also  made  a  dona.ion  of  $IO,- 
000  to  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  commu- 
nicant, to  wipe  out  the  debt  of  that  organization.  This  latter 
gift  was  also  made  in  memory  of  his  wife.  In  facr  the  ma- 
jor part  of  his  fortune  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  million 
(largely  made  by  careful  investments),  went  to  charitable,  re- 
ligious or  educational  objects,  and  by  his  last  will  some  $200,- 
000  was  disposed  of  for  the  same  objects. 

Mr.  Kelsey  married  on  May  15,  1S61,  Prudence  Townsend, 
daughter  of  Judge  John  and  Elizabeth  Townsend,  of  Newton. 
She  died  January  3,  1904.  They  had  no  children.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  May  18,  1S76, 
and  a  Life  member  in  1887. 

Edward  Paul  Reich  helm,  founder  and  president  of  E. 
P.  Reichhelm  &  Co.,  Inc.,  New  York  Ctiy,  the  American  Gas 
Furnace  Co.  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  the  American  Swiss 
&  Tool  Co.,  Elizabethport,  N.  J.,  died  at  his  home  in  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  on  May  4th,  19 19,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year.  Mr. 
Reichhelm  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of 
17 
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five,  and,  upon  finishing  the  regular  courses  in  school  and 
academy,  studied  mechanical  engineering  in  the  evening  school 
of  the  Cooper  Institute,  while  he  was  occupied  during  the  clay 
as  mechanic's  apprentice  with  A.  &  F.  Brown,  machinists.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Missouri 
Infantry  Regiment  in  which  he  became  a  Sergeant-Major,  and 
was  ultimately  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Major.  He  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  business  of  tools  and  supplies  at  65 
Nassau  St.,  in  1876,  and  organized  the  American  Gas  Furr.ru  ■ 
Co.  in  1887.  In  1900  he  organized  the  American  Swiss  Fi\ 
&  Tool  Co.,  in  Elizabethport.  The  three  organizations  esi 
lished  by  him  and  built  up  from  modest  beginnings  to  their 
present  standing  testify  to  his  unusual  executive  ability  . 
energy.  The  three  corporations  are  conducted  under  the  man- 
agement  of  his  sons  and  other  partners  in  accord  with  the  busi- 
ness policies  formulated  by  him.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Loy- 
al Legion,  the  Masonic  Order,  Cooper  Union  Alumni  Associa- 
tion and  the  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  29,  G.  A.  R.  He 
fathered  commission  government  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
and  was  President  of  the  Park  Commission  of  Bayonne,  X. 
J.  The  last  article  written  by  him  of  many  he  published  was 
entitled,  "Education,  Co-operation,  Civilization,"'  and  was  is- 
sued after  his  death.  In  it  he  advocated  the  establishment  of 
a  School  of  Citizenship.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  New 
Jersey   Historical   Society   since    191 3. 

Miss  Cornelia  A.  See,  died  Oct.  11,  1919.  Miss  Sec  was 
Assistant  Librarian  of  the  New  Brunswick  Free  Circulating 
Library  from  1884  to  1892.  In  March  of  the  latter  year  she 
was  appointed  Librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New 
Brunswick,  a  position  from  which  she  resigned  in  January. 
1917.  She  became  a  Life  member  of  the  New  Jersey  His- 
torical Society  in  1896. 

Theodore  Newton  Vail,  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co..  die 
Baltimore  on  April  16,  1920.     For  some  time  he  had  been  in 
ill  health,  but  died  after  an  operation  in  Johns  Hopkins  Hos- 
pital.    Mr.  Vail  was  descended   from  John  Vail,  the  Quaker 
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preacher,  whose  descendants  are  extremely  numerous  in  New 
Jersey.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Lewis  Vail,  who  went  to 
Ohio  as  a  pioneer  builder  of  roads  and  canals ;  a  nephew  of 
Judge  Stephen  Vail,  head  of  the  famous  Speedwell  Iron 
Works  at  Morristown;  a  cousin  of  Alfred  Vail,  who  aided 
Morse  to  perfect  the  telegraph ;  and  a  son  of  David  Vail,  who 
married  Phebe  Quinby,  daughter  of  Judge  Quinby,  of  Par- 
sippany.  David  Vail  was  also  connected  with  the  Speedwell 
Works. 

Theodore  N.  Vail  was  born  in  Carrollton  county,  Ohio,  July 
16,  1845,  his  parents  having  then  a  temporary  residence  there. 
The  family  soon  returned  to  Morristown,  where  the  son  was 
educated.  In  1869  he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  railway  mail 
service  between  Omaha  and  Ogden;  later  was  promoted  to 
service  between  Chicago  and  Iowa  City,  and  then  became 
head  mail  clerk  of  the  Union  Pacific  system.  In  March,  1S73, 
he  was  called  to  Washington  and  put  in  charge  of  the  distri- 
bution of  railroad  mails  throughout  the  nation,  and  here  his 
superior  judgment  and  efficiency  were  manifested.  His  next 
position  was  that  of  manager  of  the  new  American  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company  formed  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell.  For  a 
time  this  only  rendered  local  service,  but  Mr.  Vail  established 
the  long  distance.  His  record  from  this  period  on  is  one  of 
steady  fame.  In  1910  he  became  President  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Co.  as  well  as  of  the  American  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Co.,  and  for  some  years  he  managed  both.  In 
1914  he  resigned  the  Presidency  of  the  latter  Company,  but  be- 
came chairman  of  its  board  of  directors.  While  in  the  Tele- 
graph Company  he  introduced  the  "day  letter"  and  "night  loi- 
ter" services,  and  a  system  of  insurance  for  all  the  employes. 
During  his  funeral,  which  was  held  at  Parsippany,  X.  J.,  his 
home,  service  of  the  24,000,000  miles  of  wires  connecting  12,- 
000,000  telephones  of  the  Bell  system  was  suspended  for  one 
minute.  Mr.  Vail  became  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  His- 
torical Society  June  3,   1907. 

William  Henry  Vredenburgh,  of  Freehold,  lawyer  and 
long  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  oi  New  Jer- 
sey, died  at  that  place  on  May   15,   1920,  aged  nearly  eighty 
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years.  Judge  Vredenburgh  was  the  second  of  three  notable 
sons  of  Judge  Peter  Vredenburgh,  who,  born  in  1805  and  dying 
in  1873,  was  long  prominent  in  Monmouth  county,  first  as 
Prosecutor  of  the  Pleas  for  fifteen  years,  then  as  State  Senator, 
and  later  for  fourteen  years  one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State.  Judge  Peter's  first  son.  Pe- 
ter, Jr.,  known  as  Major  Vredenburgh,  was  killed  in  the  Civil 
War  when  leading  his  men  to  a  charge  at  Winchester,  in  1864. 
The  third  son,  James  Brinkerhoff  was  a  prominent  lawyer  01 
Jersey  City,  who  died  June  21,  191 5.  Judge  William  Henry 
was  born  Aug.  19,  1840,  at  Freehold;  graduated  at  Rutgers 
College  in  1859;  studied  law  with  the  late  Governor  Joseph  D. 
Bedle  and  was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney  in  June, 
1862,  being  made  a  counselor  three  years  later. 

In  1865  Mr.  Vredenburgh  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
Philip  J.  Ryall,  which  continued  for  about  five  years,  until  Mr. 
Ryall's  failing  health  compelled  his  retirement  from  practice. 
In  1884  he  ran  for  State  Senator  of  Monmouth,  brt  was  de- 
feated, although  running  far  ahead  of  his  party  (the  Republi- 
can) ticket.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals  by  Governor  Griggs  in  November,  1897,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  Dayton.  On  January  u. 
1898,  he  was  nominated  for  a  full  term  of  six  years  by  the 
same  Governor,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  six  days 
later.  On  January  18,  1904,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Murphy  for  another  term,  the  Senate  confirming  on  the  25th 
of  January.  In  1910  he  was  renominated  and  confirmed  for 
another  term.  Whether  as  counsel  or  as  Judge  he  was  a  man 
possessing  a  clear  mind,  close  reasoning  powers  and  of  the 
highest  private  character.  He  was  President  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Freehold  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Monmouth 
County  Bar  Association,  Rutgers  College,  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati, the  Holland  Society  of  New  York  and  Rut- 
gers Chapter  of  the  Zeta  Psi  Fraternity.  He  was  the  writer 
of  more  than  sixty-five  judicial  opinions  in  the  New  Jersey 
Law  find  Equity  Reports.  On  February  25,  1868,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Bessie  H.  Williams,  daughter  of  Fsek  Hartshorne  Wil- 
liams and  Amelia  L.   Williams.     He   left  two   sons   and  two 
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daughters.  They  are  Captain  Peter  Vredenburgh,  a  lawyer, 
of  Freehold;  William  H.  Vredenburgh,  Jr.,  a  mining  engineer, 
of  Mastedo,  Col.  (who  has  since  been  killed  by  an  auto  ac- 
cident), Mrs.  S.  R.  Knight,  of  Spring  Lake,  and  Miss  Bessie 
L.  Vredenburgh,  of  246  East  Seventy-second  street,  Manhat- 
tan. Judge  Vredenburgh  became  a  member  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey Historical  Society  on  April  3,   191 1. 

Marcus  Lawrence  Ward  died  in  Newark  on  May  27,  1920. 
He  was  born  in  Newark  74  years  ago,  being  descended  from 
John  Ward,  one  of  the  settlers  of  the  town  in  1666.  His  fath- 
er, Marcus  Lawrence  Ward,  was  a  business  man  of  the  city,  and 
in  1865  was  elected  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and,  later,  served 
in  the  lower  House  of  Congress.  The  son  shunned  public  life 
and  was  even  more  reclusive  than  the  average  man.  He  dwelt 
quietly  as  a  bachelor  in  the  old  family  mansion  fronting  Wash- 
ington Park,  finally  being  the  only  occupant  beside  his  ser- 
vants, and  passed  his  days  in  his  office,  administering  the  large 
estate  which  he  inherited  and  increased.  He  was  asked  to 
accept  the  Presidency  of  the  National  State  Bank  and  also  of 
the  Howard  Savings  Institution,  of  Newark,  but  declined  these 
honors.  He  served,  however,  for  many  years  as  directors  of 
both  institutions  and  also  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Insurance 
Company.  He  was  also  a  Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
of  the  City  of  Newark.  His  conservative  judgment  in  busi- 
ness affairs,  especially  in  the  investment  of  large  funds,  was 
highly  valued. 

Mr.  Ward  had  decided  opinions  and  scorned  all  unworthy 
acts  by  public  officials,  but  could  not  be  persuaded  to  take  part 
himself  in  public  affairs  except  as  director  in  financial  insti- 
tutions and  in  conserving  his  city's  sinking  fund.  One  of  his 
pastimes  was  the  study  of  our  native  birds. 

He  gave  freely  to  benevolent  causes,  and,  besides  leaving 
by  will  about  $260,000  to  various  charities  of  Newark,  and 
$20,000  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  he  directed  his 
executors  to  use  nearly  all  the  residue  of  his  estate  in  erecting 
and  maintaining  a  home  for  needy  nun  of  advanced  years,  lie 
became  a  member  of   the   New  Jersey   Historical   Society   in 

1895. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES  AND  COMMENTS 

BY  THE   EDITOR 

Captain  Richard  Nichols  of  Revolutionary  Days 

Mr.  Walter  S.  Nicholls,  author  of  a  most  interesting  contri- 
bution on  a  preceding  page,  long  and  well  known  to  the  citizens 
of  Newark,  is  the  great-grandson  of  Captain  Richard  Nichols 
of  Revolutionary  memory.  Captain  Nichols  was  born  in 
Newark  Sept.  6,  1735,  and  married,  Nov.  16,  1760,  Elizabeth 
Johnson.  He  lived  until  November,  1814.  His  father  was 
Humphrey  Nichols,  who  in  Newark,  in  1738,  was  paid  10s.  6cl. 
"for  making  the  gallows  and  setting  it  up."  He  also  was 
engaged  in  erecting  Trinity  Church  in  that  city,  and  probably 
lived  on  the  Passaic  river  front  between  Park  Place  and  the 
Penn.  R.  R.  station.  Capt.  Nichols,  the  son,  resided  on  the 
East  side  of  Washington  street  near  Marshall ;  the  house  still 
stands  modernized  into  a  double  dwelling  house.  His  farm 
was  in  the  same  vicinity.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Second  Reg- 
iment of  militia  from  Essex  county.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  in  Newark  to  read 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  at  their  Fourth  of  July  cele- 
brations. 

Captain  Nichols  kept  a  daily  record  of  his  business  transac- 
tions from  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1760,  which  furnishes  a 
graphic  picture  of  an  artisan's  life  in  Newark  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  Eighteenth  century,  and  Mr,  Walter  S.  Nichols  has 
furnished  us  with  the  following  interesting  facts  concerning 
him  and  the  entries  in  his  daily  record: 

"He  was  by  occupation  a  builder,  usually  employing  about 
two  apprentices  or  journeymen.  He  was  one  of  the  builders 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  edifice  in  Newark,  and  numbered 
among  his  customers  some  of  the  principal  men  of  the  town. 

who  figured  in  his  entries  as  'Esquires.'  He  was  married  at 
the  age  of  thirty  in  the  "town  house"  (apparently  the  then  fa- 
miliar designation  of  the  church  in  view  of  its  civil  uses),  by 

the  Rev.  Mr.  MacWhortcr,  and  at  once  set  up  housekeeping 
in  the  house  he  had  recently  bought  with  its  outbuildings  for 

£210.     Cradles,    clock   reels   and   other   spinning   appliances. 
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boats,  farming  utensils,  and  especially  coffins,  were  among  the 
miscellaneous  lines  included  in  his  work.  He  built  the  town's 
"canoe"  and  also  one  for  himself.  The  latter  was  employed 
at  intervals  in  oystering  and  clamming,  probably  in  Newark 
Bay,  and  in  fishing  with  the  net  he  had  also  made.  The 
products  of  these  excursions  were  disposed  of  to  the  town 
people. 

"On  one  occasion  there  is  a  record  of  a  visit  to  'Squan,' 
now  known  as  Manasquan,  to  secure  salt  from  one  of  the 
Longstreets  for  the  use  of  the  town  people.  The  marks  of 
those  old  salt  works  on  the  Manasquan  river,  from  which  New- 
ark was  supplied  before  the  Revolution,  are  still  visible,  and 
descendants  of  the  Longstreet  family  until  recent  years  were 
still  seeking  their  livelihood  from  the  water. 

"At  frequent  intervals  his  work  alternated  with  that  of  car- 
ing for  his  farm,  or  killing  hogs  for  a  neighbor,  or  engaging 
in  some  quasi  public  service  as  an  arbitrator  in  the  settlement 
of  disputes.  Though  not  a  church  member  in  his  earlier  years 
he  seems  to  have  observed  the  fast  days  and  other  religious 
observances  of  the  church,  was  active  in  the  MacWhorter 
'wood  frolics'  to  furnish  the  pastor's  fuel,  and  to  them  also 
sent  his  journeymen.  At  intervals  his  accounts,  duly  entered 
in  a  ledger,  were  settled  through  comparison  with  those  of  his 
customers,  by  'reckoning  together  and  settling  all  accounts  to 
the  end  of  the  world,'  any  balance  being  adjusted  by  cash  in 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence. 

"In  1764  oysters  brought  2S.  6d.  per  hundred.  Five  gallons 
of  'cyder'  which  he  was  accustomed  also  to  make,  sold  at  the 
same  figure.  Fifteen  shillings  could  secure  a  gum  coffin  suf- 
ficient for  a  slave  or  pauper,  and  less  than  double  those  figures 
for  one  with  screws  and  otherwise  satisfactory  for  persons  of 
higher  rank.  The  average  daily  wages  of  an  artisan  in  New 
ark  in  those  times  appears  to  have  been  about  four  English 
shillings. 

"Under  date  of  October  29,  1765,  appears  this  noteworthy 
entry  in  the  day  book:  'This  is  the  last  day  of  liberty,  if  the 
Stamp  act  shall  pass,  long  to  be  remembered.'  The  patriotic 
spirit  so  rife  at  that  time  in  Newark  stands  out  in  the  entry. 
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"A  few  years  later  appear  the  entries  of  cartridge  boxes 
made  at  the  price  of  a  shilling  each  for  the  members  of  New- 
ark's Company  of  Militia,  of  which  the  young  builder,  Captain 
Robert  Nichols,  was  to  take  command.  From  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  he  was  largely  absent  from  home  with  his  Company, 
taking  active  part,  it  is  believed,  in  the  different  military 
movements  in  the  State,  and  especially  in  the  battle  of  Spring- 
field, at  which  time  he  is  said  to  have  had  a  narrow  escape, 
pursued  over  the  Elizabeth  Meadows  by  a  body  of  Hessian 
troops.  On  the  midnight  alarm  being  sounded  that  the  Refugees 
were  coming,  these  boys  were  forced  to  drive  the  cattle  to 
the  wooded  swamps  west  of  the  town,  and  they  stood  on  the 
heights  on  the  night  that  the  old  Academy  burned,  watching 
the  fire,  but  fearing  to  venture  nearer  home.  To  these  same 
boys  is  to  be  credited  the  last  recorded  visit  of  a  panther  to  the 
confines  of  Newark.  They  had  gone  to  the  woods  to  hunt 
when  the  cry  of  the  beast  was  heard.  No  time  was  lost  in 
returning  and  spreading  the  alarm.  A  hunt  was  organized 
and  the  beast  was  tracked  through  the  woods  to  what  is  now 
Irvington. 

"As  an  illustration  of  the  modest  character  of  the  amuse- 
ments of  that  day,  the  Captain  has  a  charge  of  two  shillings  in 
his  account  with  Capt.  Nathaniel  Camp,  a  leading  citizen, 
which  Camp  borrowed  from  him  to  visit  the  'Museum  in 
York,'  probably  when  they  were  there  together." 

The  East  Jersey  Proprietors 

Queries  are  often  made  concerning  the  present  existence, 
and  especially  the  reason  for  the  present  existence,  of  the  cor- 
porate body  known  as  the  East  Jersey  Proprietors.  Those 
who  are  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  history  of  this  corpo- 
ration may  read  the  same  in  the  address  delivered  May  10. 
1916,  before  the  Woman's  Branch  of  the  New  Jersey  His- 
torical Society,  by  Hon.  Adrian  Lyon,  member  and  Registrar 
of  the  ''Board  of  Proprietors  of  East  Jersey,"  the  name  by 
which  this  body  is  known.  It  was  published  in  pamphlet  form 
and  is  to  be  found  in  the  Society's  library. 

The  Board,  as  a  New  Jersey  institution,  located  at   Perth 


■*  Historical  Notes  and  Comments  257 

Amboy,  was  established  at  that  place  Aug.  1,  1684,  although 
the  "Proprietors"  date  from  1682,  or  earlier,  according  as  one 
views  the  records  of  the  grants  and  titles  conferred  by  Charles 
II,  and  the  Duke  of  York.  The  Board  is  not  a  corporation  in 
the  usual  modern  sense  of  an  incorporation  by  Act  of  a  Parlia- 
ment, or  a  Legislature,  but  is  a  corporation  nevertheless  "by 
prescription, "  as  held  by  the  highest  Courts  in  this  State.  It 
is  the  oldest  private  corporation  in  this  State  and,  Mr.  Lyon 
thinks  "the  oldest  in  this  country."  It  still  has  lands  to  be 
surveyed  and  titles  given,  or  confirmed,  thereto.  These  are 
"small  tracts  here  and  there,  the  location  of  which  is  hard  to 
determine  until  some  surveyor  or  examiner  of  titles  finds  them. 
Often  a  searcher  of  titles  will  be  unable  to  find  any  record  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  which  he  is  interested,  and  comes  to  us," 
(so  says  Mr.  Lyon),  "to  make  a  title  on  the  assumption  that  it 
has  never  been  disposed  of  by  the  Board. 

"The  regular  place  of  meeting  is  at  the  Surveyor-General's 
office  at  Perth  Amboy.  There  are  about  fifty  members  of 
the  Board  at  present." 

An  Aged  New  Jersey  Early  Suffragist 

Now  that  the  Constitutional  Amendment  providing  for 
woman  suffrage  in  the  whole  of  the  United  States  has  been 
finally  adopted,  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  one  of  the  first 
and  constant  advocates  of  this  form  of  "rights  to  women" 
resides  in  New  Jersey  and  is  still  in  excellent  health  of  body 
and  mind,  at  the  rare  age  of  ninety-five.  We  refer  to  Rev. 
Antoinette  Brown  Blackwell,  of  Elmora,  a  suburb  of  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  born  May  20,  1825,  at  Henrietta,  New  York, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  woman  to  have  become  a  reg- 
ular minister  in  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Blackwell  graduated  at  Oberlin  College  and  preached 
as  early  as  1848  or  1S49,  and  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  South  Butler,  N.  Y.,  in  September, 
1853.  Previous  to  this,  however  (in  1850),  she  attended  the 
first  National  Woman's  Rights  Convention  at  Rochester.  Both 
Horace  Greeley  and  Charles  A.  Dana  became  early  interested 
in  her  career,  and  desired  that  she  engage  in  religious  work 
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in  New  York  City,  but  she  preferred  the  smaller  charge.  With 
Julia  Ward  Howe  she  preached  Temperance,  and  both  with 
Mrs.  Howe  and  Susan  B.  Antohny,  who  were  her  close  friends 
during  their  lives,  she  lectured  on  suffrage  and  enlarged  prop- 
erty rights  for  women,  and  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The 
latter  matters  she  long  ago  realized ;  the  slaves  were  freed 
and  everywhere  laws  were  passed  increasing  the  property  and 
personal  rights  of  women.  But  not  until  1920  did  she  see  the 
culmination  of  her  arduous  work  for  universal  suffrage,  a  mat- 
ter which,  no  doubt,  makes  her  intensely  happy. 

About  a  year  after  her  ordination  she  changed  her  faith 
from  the  Congregational  to  the  Unitarian,  and  for  many  years 
was  the  acting  minister  of  All  Souls  Church  at  Elmora. 

The  Editor  has  personally  known  Mrs.  Blackwell  for  the 
past  forty  years  or  more,  and  can  testify  to  her  unsullied  char- 
acter, her  great  gifts  in  literary  pursuits  (she  is  the  author  of 
many  works),  and  her  many-sided  activities  in  all  educational, 
charitable  and  social  matters.  Her  husband.  Dr.  Samuel  C. 
Blackwell,  whom  she  married  in  1856.  was  truly  one  of  ''Na- 
ture's noblemen,"  a  life  of  whom  ought  long  since  to  have  been 
prepared  and  published.  Mrs.  Blackwell  has  children,  who  are 
worthily  following  in  their  mother's  footfteps,  and  we  join 
with  them  in  the  earnest  hope  that  she  may  long  be  spared  to 
see  even  a  fuller  fruition  of  her  hopes  put  into  practice. 

Memorial  Volume  on  Cortlandt  Parker 

The  admirable  address  upon  the  late  Cortlandt  Parker  by 
Mr.  Colie,  published  in  the  April  Proceedings,  has  been  re- 
produced recently  in  a  fine  volume  of  91  pages,  including, 
beside  the  above-stated  address,  with  the  Appendices,  the  ad- 
dresses delivered  at  the  complimentary  dinner  tendered  to  Mr. 
Parker  by  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  Xew  Jersey  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  New  York  City,  Dec.  8,  1905,  and  the  address  at  the 
memorial  services  held  in  Trinity  church.  Newark,  Nov,  17, 
1907.  Nearly  all  these  addresses  were  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, many  of  them  in  the  choicest  of  English  and  all  oi  them 
setting  forth  in  true  light  the  highminded  citizen  and  the 
most  eminent  of  New  Jersey  lawyers.     The  character  of  Mr. 
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Parker,  his  assiduous  lifework,  the  mark  he  made  on  the  Bar 
and  on  his  generation,  are  a  part  of  the  wealth  of  our  State. 
Few  men  of  his  bearing  and  intellectual  and  moral  force  have 
been  known  to  those  now  living,,  and  his  family  have  now  per- 
formed a  proper  duty  in  giving  his  life  so  fine  a  memorial 
volume  which,  while  privately  printed,  ought  to  be  read  by 
every  lawyer  in  the  State,  and  by  young  men  everywhere. 
The  one  memorial  address  alone,  by  Bishop  Lines,  deserves  the 
widest    circulation. 

New  York's  Most  Historic  Site 

We  believe  the  most  historic  site  in  New  York  City  to  be 
that  on  which  stood  the  first  Stadt  Huys  (Town  House;  City 
Hall).  About  1 641  Governor  Kieft  built  the  first  tavern. 
known  as  the  City  Tavern,  on  Manhattan  Island  on  this  spot, 
and  twelve  years  later  (in  February,  1653),  it  became  the  Stadt 
Huys,  the  official  place  for  the  meetings  of  the  Burgomasters 
and  Schepens.  The  old  six-story  building  at  73  Pearl  street, 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Coenties  Alley,  stands  on  this  spot, 
and  has  recently  been  called  to  public  attention  because  of  its 
transfer  to  an  importing  firm.  The  Stadt  Huys  was  used  as 
such  for  about  37  years,  when  a  new  City  Hall  was  erected  at 
the  corner  of  Wall  and  Broad  streets,  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  Federal  Sub-Treasury.  So  the  Pearl  street  spot  is  where 
the  Dutch  municipal  body,  and  lat  ,r  the  English  City  Council, 
held  its  meetings  during  all  the  chief  events  in  early  New  York 
City  history.  The  site  is  marked  with  a  bronze  tablet,  placed 
there  by  the  Holland  Society. 

Another  So-Called  "Washington's  Headquarters" 

During  the  month  of  June  last  a  number  of  patriotic  citizens. 
forming  the  West  End  Civic  Association  of  Plainneld.  pur- 
chased the  house  and  grounds  on  West  Front  street,  that  city. 
long  known  by  tradition  as  a  place  visited  by  General  Wash- 
ington when  his  army  was  encamped  at  Middlebrook.  The 
house  undoubtedly  existed  during  the  Revolution,  and  it  is  rea- 
sonably certain  that  at  one  time,  perhaps  only  for  one  night, 
Washington  stopped  there.     The  occasion  was  when  he  was 
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piloted  to  "Washington  Rock,"  on  the  heights  north  of  Dun- 
ellen.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  house  should  be  designated 
a  "Headquarters"  of  Washington,  but 'there  are  good  local  rea- 
sons for  its  preservation  as  a  memento  of  Revolutionary  days. 
In  many  ways  it  is  an  interesting  structure.  Probably  the  next 
oldest,  building  now  standing  intact  in  Plainfield  is  the  Friends 
Meeting  House,  built  in  1788. 

A  Fine  Trenton  Volume  by  Dr.  Godfrey 

Dr.  Carlos  E.  Godfrey,  a  contributor  to  this  number,  is  the 
author  of  a  recent  volume  on  "The  Mechanics  Bank"  of  Tren- 
ton, which  is  an  unusually  fine  work  from  an  historical  point 
of  view.  We  do  not  refer  now  so  much  to  its  description  of 
the  Bank,  its  past  and  present  officers,  etc.,  although  the  facts 
given  are  thorough  and  far  more  full  than  is  the  history  of  any 
other  New  Jersey  bank,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  of  this  class 
of  literature  extends,  but  to  the  first  forty-two  pages,  which 
tell  of  the  historical  site. 

The  first  house  erected  on  the  spot  was  a  stone,  stuccoed 
residence  of  a  John  Dagworthy,  who  built  it  soon  after  1730. 
In  1740  it  became  the  leased  official  residence  of  Governor 
Lewis  Morris,  who  remained  in  it  nearly  two  years.  In  1760 
the  Dagworthy  Estate  sold  it  at  public  sale,  and  sometime  be- 
tween that  period  and  1780  it  was  owned  by  and  resided  in 
by  one  Samuel  Henry.  In  the  latter  year  it  was  leased  to  Ja- 
cob G.  Bergen  for  tavern  purposes,  he  having  previously  had 
taverns  in  Princeton.  In  this  tavern  in  1780  and  17S1  and  for 
ten  years  after,  the  House  of  Assembly  held  its  various  ses- 
sions ,and  from  this  time  it  was  known  as  "The  French  Arms,'' 
and  various  successive  leading  events  at  Trenton  occurred  in 
its  rooms.  Dr.  Godfrey  has,  by  diligent  search,  dug  out  scores 
of  facts  concerning  these  events,  facts  which,  hitherto,  have  not 
been  known  to  any  present-day  readers.  For  example,  the 
celebration  of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  in  1781,  of  the  birth 
of  the  French  Dauphin  in  1782,  of  the  Peace  at  Versailles  in 
l7&3>  etc.,  these  meetings  being  attended  by  the  Governor  and 
other*  officials.  Various  most  important  State  committee  meet- 
ings were  held  at  the  "French  Tavern;"  but  we  must  allow  the 
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book  itself,  which  is  in  our  Historical  Library,  tell  the  whole 
story,  including  that  of  the  meeting  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress there  in  1784,  and  its  reception  (in  that  tavern)  of  Gen- 
eral Lafayette. 

In  1789  the  name  was  changed  to  the  "City  Tavern"  and 
Gen.  Washington  was  dined  therein  by  the  ladies  and  citizens 
of  Trenton.  The  building  stood  until  1837,  a  period  of  over 
one  hundred  years,  when  it  was  demolished,  and  the  site  be- 
came the  property  and  home  of  the  Mechanics  and  Manufac- 
turers Bank,  now  known  as  the  Mechanics  National  Bank. 

£%  f£*  t(5*  t^* 

QUERIES  AND  REMARKS 

Islands  of  the  Delaware. — "I  have  a  request  for  some 
data  that  I  cannot  find,  though  it  seems  as  if  it  should  be  easily 
found.  In  "Penna.  Archives,"  Vol.  12,  First  Series,  pages 
74>  75>  87,  289,  293,  and  "Colonial  Records,"  Vol.  XVI,  pages 
147,  178,  181,  182,  186,  230,  274,  346,  348,  366,  are  given  the 
Islands  in  the  Delaware  awarded  to  Pennsylvania  by  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  both  States.  There  is  some  data  in  "X. 
J.  Archives,"  V,  pages  41,  etc.,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  com- 
plete. Do  you  know  of  any  other  facts  about  the  Delaware 
islands?"  '  H.  E.  D.  (Flemington,  X.  J.). 

Leishman,  Bookseller. — "On  page  190,  'New  Jersey 
Archives,'  2d  Series,  Vol.  4,  is  an  extract  from  a  newspaper 
relative  to  James  Leishman,  bookbinder,  under  date  of  1780, 
as  having  lately  removed  from  Burlington  to  Trenton  and  ad- 
vertising bookbinding  and  repairing.  Where  can  I  find  more 
about  him?  Are  there  records  which  would  show  his  mar- 
riage or  children's  birth?  either  in  Burlington  or  Trenton? 
He  was  born  in  Callandar,  Scotland,  1744,  and  died  in  northern 
New  York,  near  the  St.  Lawrence  in  1S10.  He  was  living  at 
Cherry  Valley  at  the  time  of  the  Massacre  of  Cherry  Valley, 
and  his  wife  was  taken  by  the  Indians  with  her  children  on 
the  road  to  Canada.  But  she  was  returned  with  other  cap- 
tives. (Sec  'Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton,'  Vol.  4.  pages 
338-340).     His  daughter  was  born  five  weeks  after  the  mas- 
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sacre,  in  1778,  and  I  have  an  old  Bible  which  says  she  was 
born  in  Trenton. 

"James  Leishman  was  afterward  a  bookbinder  in  the  pub- 
lishing house  of  Isaac  Collins  and  is  said  to  have  gone  to  New 
York  about  1790.  It  is  a  family  tradition  that  his  wife  was 
Ann  Hayes,  possibly  a  second  wife,  and  that  she  died  in  New 
York  City  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Trinity  churchyard,  about 
1794.  Have  never  been  able  to  verify  this.  He  had  at  least 
sons  Alexander,  who  went  to  Kentucky,  and  Robert ;  also  a 
daughter  Bessie,  who  died  young,  and  my  great-grandmother 
Mary,  who  married  in  Xew  York  City  Thomas  Ward.  (See 
'N.  Y.  Gen.  &  Biog.  Record,'  Vol.  15,  page  32).  He  is  said 
to  have  been  of  the  clan  McGregor."  M.  L.  K. 

Adams  Family. — "There  is  a  well-authenticated  tradition 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  maternal  side  of  my  father's  family: 
his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Adams,  daughter  of 
George  Adams,  the  latter  having  been  a  son  of,  as  we  have 
been  told,  Robert,  whose  father  was  Samuel.  George  (my 
great-grandfather)  was  born  in  your  State  and  came  from  a 
family  that  originated  in  Boston  and  were  in  the  coastwi.-e 
shipping  trade,  coming  to  and  settling  somewhere  in  Xew  Jer- 
sey. He  was  born  Oct.  26,  1767.  We  have  been  told  :  '. 
when  very  young,  he  enlisted  as  a  drummer-boy  in  Capt.  Rich- 
ard Howell's  company  (the  same  Howell  that  became  Gow 
of  your  State).  Capt.  Howell,  as  we  have  also  been  told,  com- 
manded a  company  of  the  Second  Battalion,  Second  Establish- 
ment Xew  Jersey  Continental  Line.  The  locality  in  Xew 
Jersey  where  he  was  born  has  been  lost  in  the  mists  of  tra- 
dition; I  am,  therefore,  wondering  whether  your  publication 
could  throw  some  light  on  the  subject.  There  is  also  a  well- 
established  tradition,  handed  down  by  our  grandmother,  ob- 
tained from  her  father,  that  the  family  became  connected 
by  marriage  with  the  Boone  (Daniel)  family.  She  said  that 
her  father  had  told  her  that  he  was  a  cousin  to  Daniel. 

J.  W.  (Davton.  CO. 
«  .  . 

[We  can  throw  no  light  upon  this  Adams,  but  deem  it  doubt- 
ful as  to  his  service  as  a  drummer-boy  under  Capt.  Howell,  who 
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served  as  Captain  from  1775  to  1776.  A  boy  of  eight  or  nine 
years  could  hardly  have  served  in  the  Continental  troops.  Tra- 
ditions of  this  kind  often  have  to  give  away  to  cold  facts. — 
Editor]. 

Richard  Jordan's  Residence. — "Richard  Jordan's  resi- 
dence, mentioned  in  'Queries  and  Answers'  in  last  April  num- 
ber of  the  Proceedings  (p.  129),  is  yet  standing  in  Camden. 
It  is  now  No.  473  Chestnut  street.  The  farm  on  which  it  stood 
in  Richard  Jordan's  day  has  been  cut  up  by  streets  with  solid 
rows  of  houses  on  them.  The  old  house  has  a  record  from 
1795.  How  much  older  than  that  it  may  be  no  one  now 
knows."  H.  M.  C.  (Camden,  N.  J.). 

[A  search  as  to  titles  to  Mr.  Jordan's  lands,  made  for  us  by 
Mr.  W.  M.  Carter  of  the  Gloucester  Historical  Society,  shows 
purchases  of  three  parcels  in  181 1,  1812  and  181 3,  about  24 
acres  in  all  (adjoining  each  other).  So  his  house,  yet  extant, 
could  not  have  been  built  by  him,  as  he  did  not  settle  at  Xew- 
ton  (now  in  Camden)  until  1804.  By  his  will,  probated  Oct. 
24,  1824,  he  shows  no  heirs,  except  to  a  "relation,  Catherine," 
to  whom  he  gave  an  annuity.  The  balance  of  his  estate  he 
gave  to  "the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  called  Quakers." — 
Editor]. 

Sir  John  Fenwick  Again. — Referring  again  to  "Sir  John 
Fenwick"  (April  Proceedings,  p.  120;  July  Proceedings,  p. 
200),  a  correspondent  says:  "Sir  John  was  another  man 
from  Major  John  Fenwick,  who  settled  Salem,  New  Jersey. 
Major  John  died  in  16S3.  Sir  John  was  attainted  and  be- 
headed in  1696,  in  the  reign  of  William  III,  of  England." 
The  same  correspondent  calls  attention  to  an  early  volume 
of  the  Proceedings  (Vol.  IV),  containing  a  "Memoir"  of  John 
Fenwick,  of  Salem,  where  it  is  stated  that  his  title  of  "Ma- 
jor" was  simply  a  Parliamentary  one.  "The  English  Fen- 
wick family  was  ancient  and  numerous,  and  on  this  side,  be- 
sides John  Fenwick,  of  Salem,  were  George  Fenwick,  who 
superintended  the  Say  Brooke  plantations  in  Connecticut  from 
about  i632-'44,  returned  to  England  and  there  died  in  1057; 


264  Proceedings  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

and  Cuthbert  Fenwick,  one  of  the  Roman  Catholics  who  a 
with  Leonard  Calvert  to  Maryland  in  1634,  and  died  at  Fen- 
wick Manor,  Md.,  in  1655." 

Query  as  to  Loyalists. — A  London  correspondent  who  is 
gathering  material  concerning  certain  New  Jersey  Loyalists, 
desires  to  have  information,  with  references  if  possible,  t:  I 
following  who  were  New  Jersey  Colonial  lawyers:  Isaac  Al- 
len, of  Trenton;  Osias  Ansley ;  Daniel  Isaac  Browne.  ot 
Newark;  Joseph  Taylor,  of  Trenton;  also  of  Joseph  Reed, 
not  a  lawyer.  Any  replies  can  be  sent  to  the  Editor  of  the 
Proceedings. 

Brokaw  Family. — Mr.  C.  E.  Brokaw,  of  Centerville,  Iowa, 
has  been  preparing  for  publication  a  full  record  of  this,  an 
early  New  Jersey  family,  many  of  whose  descendants  still  re- 
side in  this  State,  and  will  be  grateful  to  receive  any  informa- 
tion in  addition  to  what  he  has  from  any  of  our  readers. 

ACTING-GOVERNOR     HABERSHAM,     OF     GEORGIA. — "III    IJ74" 

'75,  James  Habersham  was  Acting-Governor  of  Georgia  in  the 
absence  of  Governor  Wright.  In  the  Summer  of  1775.  just 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  he  went  on  a  visit  to 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  for  the  benefit  of  his  declining 
health.  Here  on  August  28,  1775,  he  died.  Our  Georgia  his- 
tories state  that  his  body  was  taken  to  New  York  and  interred 
for  a  time  in  a  vault  of  Trinity  church,  preparatory  to  its  re- 
moval to  Savannah.  In  the  following  November  the  body  was 
brought  back  to  Savannah  and  interred  here  (Nov.  14,  I/75)* 
I  have  always  had  some  doubf  about  the  place  of  his  temporary 
interment.  Why  should  he  have  been  carried  to  New  York: 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England  it  is  true,  and  it 
may  be  that  a  convenient  vault  was  available  at  Trinity.  New 
York.  But  may  it  not  be  possible  that  there  was  also  a  Trinity 
Church  at  New  Brunswick  where  he  died,  and  that  the  his- 
torian has  confused  the  two  churches?'' 

O.  A.   (Savannah,  Ga.V 
< 
[There  was  no  Trinity  church  in  New  Brunswick.     It  is  ex- 
tremely probable  that  the  vault  used  was  in  New  York  City. — 
Editor]. 
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Saratoga   Springs,    105 
Savage,   Edward   S.,   92 
Savannah,  Ga.,  10S,  110,  111,  264 
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Sayers,  Ezekiel.  238 
Schenck,  Rev.  Garret  C,  D.  D  .  127 
Schoepf,    Dr.    Johann    D.,    164 
Schraalenburgh,  133 
Schureman,  James,  113 
Schuyler   Familv,   128 

Gertrude,    104 

Col.   John,   163 

Col.    Peter,    164 

Philip,   104 
Scudder,  Capt.   John,   237,    239 

Wallace  M.,  144 
Scot,  Bupham,  104,  157 

George,   I'M,    157 
Scott,   Dr.   Austin.   119,   141,   144 
Scull,  Edward,  1S2 

Xicholas,    155 
Second    river,    167 
See,  Cornelia  A.,   obituary,   250 
Sergeant,  Jonathan  D.,  234 
Sewell.    William    J.,    i*4 
Shaddock.  Captain,  175 
Shanmoking.    159 
Shelter   Island,    152 
Shepherd,    Abraham,   180 
Sherman,   Roger,   233 
"Shipley,"  102 
Shipman.   Caleb  H..    196 

Frederick    H.,    obituary,   196 

Joseph.    196 
Shrewsbury.  152.  157.  172,  174.  175, 

176 
Shriner,   Charles   A..    132.    133 
Sidi.    Seheick.    161 
Sidney.  Sir   Philip.   100 
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Gertrude,   75,   104 
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Sloan,   William,   182 
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Samuel,  238 
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Stockton,  Mr.,  159 
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Stryker,  Capt.   John,   244 

Gen.   William   S.,   142,    143,   144 
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Summit,   126.   197 
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Sussex  county,   135 
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118 

Annual    address   by,    139 
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Sybrant,  Sovereign,  24  6 
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(See  Dieder) 
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Tree,  Robert,   183 
Treat,    Robert,    203,    204,    20S 
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David.   250 
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Van  Brunt,   Major.   175 
Van  Burgh.  Miss.  156 
Van  Cortlandt,   Stephenus,   75,   104 
Van   Dam.   Rip.   130 
Van   Derbeck   Family.   128 
Vanderbilt,  Cornelius,    113 
Van  dor  Donek's  map.  227 
Vanderveer.  Ellas,  245 

Jacob,   24  5 
Vanderveer'a  mills.  244.  246,  246 
Van  Deursen,  William,  113 
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John,   180 
Van  Doren,  Gilbert,  24  3 

John,   242 

Rev.   W.    H..    242 
Van  Dora's  mills,  246 
Van   Dyke,   Major  John,    114,   116 

Dr.  John  C,   119,   133 
Van  Horn's  copper  mine,   166 
Van  Kirk,  Ellen  M.,  248 
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Van    Ve^Thten's   bridge,    24  2 
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Walton,  George,   183 
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Thomas,   262 
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March    to    Pluckemin.    240 
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Washington    Rock,    260 
Washington    "Headquarters,"    259 
Watkins,  David,  134 
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Weeks,  John   R.,   19S 
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Wlieat    Sheaf   inn,    the    Old.    24« 
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White  well,  Lucy  A.,   102 
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Edward  G..   180 
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Pres.  Wood  row,  141 
Wilverd,   Finland,    155 
Winder,  Rider  H.,  180 
Wise,  Henry  A.,  76 
Wistar,  Richard,  183 
Witherspoon,   Rev.   John,    222.    234 
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Wood.  George,   183 
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Woodruff.    Thomas   L.,    lfU> 


Worthington,    Nicholas.    1 
Wortman.   John,   244 
Wright,  Governor.  264 
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